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The Christian Service of Marriage & Cherry Hill Presbyterian Church 
 

The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA) includes the following principles 
regarding marriage and weddings in the church: 
 

 Marriage is a gift God has given to all humankind for the well-being of the entire human 
 family. Marriage is a civil contract. . . . For Christians, marriage is a covenant . . . before 
 God, to live out together their lives of discipleship. In a service of Christian marriage, a 
 lifelong commitment is made . . . , publicly witnessed and acknowledged by the 
 community of faith. 
 

At Cherry Hill Presbyterian Church, weddings are occasions of both joy and reverence—
joy because of the gifts of love and happiness that two people have found in each other, and 
reverence because of the deep commitment they have made to live out their vows under the 
grace of God. 
 

Inspired by the radical hospitality of Jesus Christ, Cherry Hill Church welcomes all of 
God’s children into the life of the church. Each of us comes to God in the same way, 
unconditionally loved and accepted. Such is the nature of God’s grace.  Consistent with our 
welcome of all, we are honored to host marriage ceremonies for members and nonmembers 
alike, including  same-gender couples.  
 

The Christian marriage ceremony is a service of worship before God, normally 
conducted within the church. Dignity will be expected on the part of all present, and the service 
shall be under the sole direction of the presiding minister. The minister of Cherry Hill 
Presbyterian Church shall perform all marriage ceremonies held on church property. Another 
clergy may be invited, if requested by the couple. She or he must be invited by Cherry Hill’s 
minister and approved by the session.  If Cherry Hill’s minister is not available to perform the 
marriage ceremony, he/she will arrange for another ordained minister in the Presbyterian 
Church, USA to officiate.   

 
The minister and staff of Cherry Hill Presbyterian Church are eager to help make your 

wedding a lovely and meaningful event. We ask for your careful attention to the following 
guidelines.  
 
PRE-WEDDING ARRANGEMENTS: 
 

Scheduling your wedding and reserving dates, times, and facilities at the church is done 
by calling the church secretary and setting up an appointment to meet with the minister.   

The couple will meet with the minister about 3 times prior to the date of the wedding.  
The meetings will be scheduled between the minister and the couple.  During these meetings, 
the couple and the minister will plan the wedding ceremony.  

A deposit is required to place the wedding on the church calendar. This deposit is due 
prior to the first meeting with the minister.  The final balance of the fees is due 10 business 
days before the wedding. 
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WEDDING MUSIC 
The selection of all music must be appropriate for worship.  Couples will consult with 

the church’s Director of Music. The church organist is expected to play for all weddings.  Guest 
organists and soloists must be approved by the Director of Music, and invitations for these 
guests to play or sing should be made through our Director of Music.  

A Music Information Sheet and a Music Planning Sheet will be given to you prior to the 
wedding date.  It is suggested that contact with our church organist be made as early as 
possible, especially for special requests.  Details for the organ music should be arranged at least 
one month before the wedding.   
 
USE OF THE CHURCH FACILITIES 

Because we want to help make your wedding lovely and meaningful, the guidelines 
listed below have been established to assure and preserve the beauty, dignity, and atmosphere 
of reverence which should surround a wedding service. 

Weddings at the church may be conducted in the Sanctuary or in the Chapel.  As you 
plan your wedding, you will need to see these facilities to determine which would be best for 
your wedding.  The Chapel can seat just over 100 guests requiring at least 2 ushers.  The 
Sanctuary can seat at least 500, so 2 to 4 ushers are suggested.  The Chapel has a fine electronic 
organ, and the Sanctuary has a full pipe organ and a concert grand piano. 

Arrangements will be made for the use of Memorial Parlor for the bride and her 
attendants to dress or gather; the groom and his attendants can dress and wait in the Chapel 
Parlor providing separation before the ceremony. 
 
THE WEDDING ASSISTANT 

The wedding assistant for Cherry Hill Presbyterian Church helps with the rehearsal and 
the wedding.  Her expertise and experience will allow the wedding to run smoothly and make it 
the memorable occasion you want it to be.  Our wedding assistant will be present to assist the 
wedding party at both the rehearsal and the wedding so that everyone is at the proper place 
for the start of the ceremony.     
 
FLOWERS & DECORATIONS  

The Sanctuary and Chapel are beautifully and symbolically appointed.  Each item has 
religious significance, not only for the congregation at worship, but at all times, and especially 
at a wedding ceremony.  Therefore, it is understood that the Communion table, cross, piano, or 
any other liturgical furniture will not be moved or obscured by floral arrangement or other 
object.  

Cherry Hill is blessed with a beautiful Sanctuary and Chapel which do not require lavish 
decorations to make it a lovely place for a wedding service.  We advise you to look at the 
Sanctuary or the Chapel, especially at the time of day for your wedding ceremony, and then 
plan to discuss any arrangements for flowers, pew bows, a unity candle, and other decorations 
with your wedding assistant before making any decisions.  We will be happy to make 
suggestions and offer helpful advice.   

Please note that the church cannot provide flowers or decorations for you wedding.  
The florist should have all work completed at 90 minutes before the ceremony is to begin.  It is 
your responsibility to make arrangement for flowers to be removed after the ceremony.  If you 
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do not take them with you, they will be disposed of or used by the church.  
We discourage the use of the center aisle runner at our church for safety purposes.  The 

brass candelabra are available for all weddings; let us know if you would like to use it.  If a 
couple desire to use a unity candle as part of the ceremony, they are to purchase it and bring it 
to the rehearsal.  No nails or tacks can be driven into the walls or furniture and under no 
circumstances shall tape be used to attach bows or any other decorations to pews or any other 
wood or plaster surfaces.  
 
PHOTOGRAPHER/VIDEOGRAPHER 

The minister will advise the photographer and/or videographer the limitations on the 
use of cameras during the wedding service.  These persons are expected to cooperate with our 
expectations of dignity and respect during the worship ceremony.  To maintain the reverence of 
the ceremony, the photographer and guests will not be permitted to take photographs during 
the ceremony.  Photographs may be taken during the processional and recessional.  
Photographs may be staged before and after the ceremony if desired.  

 
WORSHIP BULLETIN 

The church can provide a wedding bulletin to be given to guests the day of the 
ceremony. The Minister will assist you with the wording and order of worship for your wedding.  
A couple may create their own wedding bulletin if they desire. The choice of the printer, 
typesetting, printing, and bulletin stock will be the responsibility of the couple.  The minister 
must give final approval to the order of ceremony before the bulletin is printed.  Please indicate 
“No Flash Photography during the Wedding Ceremony” prominently in the bulletin.  

 
WEDDING LICENSE 

The wedding license (all 3 copies) and a return envelope pre-addressed to the County 
Clerk must be given to the minister at the couple’s third meeting. If not, it must into the church 
office by the Monday before the wedding.   

 
REHEARSAL 

The purpose of the rehearsal is to prepare for a service of worship.  It is important that 
all who come reflect this purpose in both dress and decorum.  The rehearsal is usually 
scheduled the evening before the wedding and lasts approximately 45- 60 minutes.  All 
wedding party members are expected to be on time for agreed upon rehearsal time.  It is 
expected that all members of the wedding party and the parents of the bride and groom will be 
at the rehearsal. 
 
SMOKING AND ALCOHOL  

First and foremost, the church is a place of worship.  We ask your cooperation in helping 
to keep the church set aside for a special purpose.  Smoking is no longer permitted anywhere in 
our church facility.  Please be considerate and if people smoke, we ask that they stay away from 
the church entrances.  The use of alcoholic beverages is also not permitted in our church 
facilities.   
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RICE, BIRDSEED, & CONFETTI 
We do not allow the throwing of confetti, real flower petals, rice, birdseed, or the like 

anywhere inside or outside our church facility.  An additional charge for clean- up may be 
charged if used.  We hope you will make it clear to the members of the wedding party these 
guidelines for the use of our church. 
 
DAMAGE 

It is understood that the bride and groom will take responsibility for the cost of repair 
for any damage to the building or its contents during the rehearsal and wedding ceremony.   
 
SUGGESTED ITEMS TO BRING TO THE REHEARSAL 

• Mock bouquet (if desired)     

• Ring Pillow/Basket, if one is being used.  

• Wedding bulletins (if printing yourself) 

• Guest Book 

 
 
 

(Approved by Session August 18, 2020) 
 


