
Celebrating Black History Month 

American Baptists and the Civil Rights Movement 

From Joan Jensen:  “Since Martin Luther King was an American Baptist pastor, he went to the 

headquarters of the American Baptist Convention, hoping to gain the denomination’s support for 

the fledgling Civil Rights Movement.  He spoke to my dad, Edwin Tuller, General Secretary of the 

Convention.  Dad said, ‘Of course - but on one condition.’  The truest, 

most honest support to help the Movement was to stand ‘behind,’ to 

be ‘visible,’ to be ‘in action,’ but not become the prominent Movers.  It 

needed to be a joint movement with African-Americans in charge.  And 

so it has been.”  

There were letters, meetings, marches.  Organizers planned a march 

from Selma, Alabama, to Birmingham in response to the murder of a 

protester by state troopers.  But on “Bloody Sunday” (March 7, 1965) 

the police and the marchers clashed at the Edmund Pettus Bridge.  John 

Lewis, another American Baptist pastor, who was later elected to the 

U.S. Congress, was one of many 

who were beaten severely.   

King sent telegrams and public statements “calling on 

religious leaders from all over the nation to join us on 

Tuesday in our peaceful, nonviolent march for freedom.”  

The plan was to retry the march to Birmingham.  But a 

restraining order forbade it, and President Johnson asked 

King to delay the march until a federal court order could 

provide protection to the marchers.   
Ed Tuller (center) sitting behind Dr. King 

during his “I Have a Dream Speech”  
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King had to decide whether to defy the restraining 

order or be seen as caving in.  His solution was to 

lead a group of more than 2000 marchers, including 

Ed Tuller and hundreds of other clergy who had 

answered King’s call, to the Edmund Pettus Bridge, 

where they knelt down and prayed.  Then they 

turned around and went back to Selma.   

Although King was criticized by some for not 

pushing on to Montgomery, his restraint gained 

support from President Johnson.  On March 15, 

1965, Johnson addressed Congress, saying “Their 

cause must be our cause too.  Because it is not just 

Negroes, but really it is all of us who must overcome 

the crippling legacy of bigotry and injustice.”   

The federally sanctioned march left Selma on March 

21, 1965.  The number of demonstrators swelled to 25,000 on the last day.  A few months 

later, on August 6, in the presence of Dr. King and other civil rights 

leaders, President Johnson signed the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

 Joan and her siblings knew their father was involved with the 

Movement, but they were not told the specifics.  Their parents 

decided to shield them from any anxiety they may have had about 

his safety.     

Roy Medley, ABC General Secretary in 2009 when Ed Tuller died, 

had this to say about him: “He was that rare mixture of both the 

prophetic and pastoral leader.  He became general secretary during 

the racially charged civil rights struggle.  Through his prophetic leadership, American Baptists 

threw their support behind Dr. King and his fledgling movement.  Yet, Dr. Tuller was pastoral 

in his approach to those American Baptists who questioned such an active stance in ‘politics,’ 

patiently answering their concerns and helping them embrace the struggle for equality as a 

biblical response to injustice.”  

As Joan points out, “The American Baptists have been with the Civil Rights Movement from 

the beginning.”  She adds, “It would be my joy that it continues.” 

Sources:  Joan Tuller Jensen, her siblings Kittie Tuller Verdolini Abbott, and Jim Tuller; Stanford’s Martin Luther 

King Jr. Research and Education Institute (https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/encyclopedia/selma-montgomery-

march), and Baptist News Global, August 28, 2009 (https://baptistnews.com/article/edwin-tuller-american-

baptist-leader-through-turbulent-times– dies-at-95/) 

Martin Luther King being awarded the 
Dahlberg Peace Award by Harold Stassen 

(left) and Ed Tuller (right) at the ABC 
annual convention in 1964.   

Joan’s mom was charged with escorting 
Coretta Scott King around Atlanta during 
the convention.  From Joan:  “The report 

was that they hit it off famously.”  



 

Lent begins Wednesday, February 22, with a day of ashes and reflection. 

We will begin our time together with a light supper at 5:30.  After food 

and fellowship (a religious word for hanging out), we will proceed to the 

Sanctuary of the Beatitudes at 6:15 for a time of worship.  The theme for 

the evening is “Journeys.”  We will also celebrate the Lord’s Supper and 

share in an ashes ceremony.  The festivities will be over in time for the 

Choir to meet at 7:00. 

Choir rehearses Sundays at 8:45 a.m. and Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.   

Exception:  The choir will meet on Wednesday, February 22, at 7:00 

p.m. after the Ash Wednesday service, instead of on Thursday, 

February 23.   

Sunday School for all ages at 9:15 a.m.   

Worship service Sundays at 10:30 a.m.  In person or live on Facebook 

at https://www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/ or later at 2ndbc.org/sermons.  

A service in the Karen language is held in Fellowship Hall after the Sunday worship service. 

Second Sunday choir will rehearse after the service each Sunday except February 12, when 

they will rehearse at 10:10 a.m. instead.    

Meetings to discuss Second Baptist’s future will be held after church on February 5 and 12 for 

30 minutes.  See the back page for details. 

The Social Justice Group will meet via Zoom Tuesday, February 7 and 28, at 7:30 p.m.  Link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84904265696?pwd=ajB3czZFaHU3M3ZOWDNCQmRIOStwQT09  

Passcode: justice.   

The Super Bowl party will be February 12 at 5:00 at Mike and Bev Apple’s.  Please bring an 

appetizer, side dish, or dessert to share.  Meat and drinks will be provided.   

The Book Group will meet in the Community Room on Tuesday, February 14, at 1:00 p.m. to 

discuss Deacon King Kong:  A Novel, by James McBride.  Lori Watrous will lead. 

The Church Council will meet Monday, February 20, at 6:30 p.m. in the Community Room.  

The Faith Support Group will meet via Zoom Tuesday, February 21 at 6:30 p.m.  The link is  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81521781156.  Passcode: faith.   

The Ash Wednesday supper and service will be February 22 at 5:30 p.m.  See below for 

details.   
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file:///C:/Users/mary/OneDrive/Documents/@CHURCH/@ Outlook 2021


Hey Everybody, 

February is Black History Month.  It is a great month to read up and 

reflect (actually, the other eleven months are also great months to 

read up and reflect) on history, ethnicity, and justice.  Our church’s 

Social Justice Group has a great list of possible reads.  I encourage you 

to look over the list and pick a book or two to read.  If you don’t have 

access to something, let me know—I have a number of relevant  books 

on my shelves. 

One of the major ongoing discussions in communities committed to equality and justice is the 

topic of anti-racism.  The catch phrase is “being ‘not racist’ is not enough.”  The point is that 

there needs to be a commitment to dismantling racism at every level of society and culture.   

There are a million lists out there that tell us how to be “anti-racist.”  I have culled this short 

list from many of those columns. 

1) Know your definitions: 

Race: A cultural construct designed to separate people into groups.  Many believe that the 

idea of race was codified as a way to justify the enslavement and mistreatment of people of 

color and folks whose ethnicities were different than those of the dominant culture.  

Racism: A belief that inherent differences among the various human ethnicities determine 

cultural or individual achievement, usually involving the idea that one's own group is superior 

and has the right to rule others. 

Anti-racism: The conscious decision to make frequent, consistent, and equitable choices about 

how we as individuals and entities interact with people of other ethnicities daily.  

2) Recognize that all of us have been taught racist nonsense.  We may have learned it through 

family, TV, church, friends, politics, or whatever.  The first step in striving to be an anti-racist is 

to be honest about any racist tendencies that we may have.  Confess, repent, repeat. 

3) Learn.  Make it a point to learn about the historical realities of racial inequality and then 

work for racial justice.  The TV network NBC produced a series of public service 

announcements with the catchy slogan “The More You Know.”  When it comes to anti-racism, 

knowledge and understanding are essential tools. 

4) Be intentional.  Choose to associate with people who are perceived to be different than 

you.  This idea of intentionality goes beyond race—make friends with people who are 

religiously different than you, who identify differently than you, and who come from different 

cultural backgrounds than you. 

5) Become involved with organizations that support racial justice issues. 



6) Avoid stereotypical comments and demeaning jokes. 

7) Reject fear as a way of relating to people who are culturally different than you.  Obviously, it 

is important in our society to be “on guard” and understand your surroundings, but reject 

prejudicial assumptions about people based on their ethnicity. 

Let’s take care of each other,  

Steve (he, him, his)  

At the congregational meeting on January  22, a motion passed to join Metropolitan Churches 

United for one year.  According to its website, “MCU puts faith into action by developing 

leaders who move their congregations, organizations, and communities to change public policy 

for the common good.” 

Second Baptist – Our Future, Next Steps 

Since 1833 this congregation of faith has always looked forward and found new ways to 

serve—to serve our congregation’s spiritual growth, to serve our community as an open 

place of worship, and to serve the one who saves us.  As we continue this journey together, 

as in the past, our reflections on how we can best be a symbol of Christian faith, love, and 

hope will guide our next steps.  

As one way to capture our thoughts on our congregation’s next steps, we are inviting all 

congregants to participate in small discussion groups over the upcoming month.  These 

facilitated groups will be held immediately after worship services on February 5th and 12th.  

For 30 minutes will discuss: 

What do we, as Second Baptist, do well, and in particular what do you find meaningful—and 

what could we do better? (Internal reflection) 

What is the greatest need that is not being met that could allow Second Baptist to serve our 

community better and attract new members? (External reflection) 

We will capture thoughts, ideas, reflections, and perspectives during these meetings and 

share themes that emerge in the following weeks.  These themes will be used as a first step 

by our staff and Council as we prepare for our church’s future.  For those unable to join a 

discussion group in person, we will provide opportunities  to participate through personal 

calls, on-line meetings, and written reflections. 

              Rick Hoyt and Dave Menninger 



SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

Sunday School for all ages 9:20 a.m.  

Worship service 10:30 a.m. 

Worship in the Karen language 11:30 a.m. 

Telephone & fax (314) 991-3424 

E-mail:  office@2ndbc.org 

Website:  www.2ndbc.org 

Rev. Stephen Mechem, Pastor 

stevemechem@gmail.com 

Dave Menninger, Moderator 

Second Baptist Church of Greater St. Louis 

An American Baptist Church 

9030 Clayton Road at McKnight 

St. Louis, Missouri 63117-1094 

February reflections  

February 5 Help me understand 

 Luke 7:18-21  

February 12 In the shadows 

 John 3:1-2  

February 19  Don’t let me drown 

    Mathew 14:27-31 

February 26  Conditional 

  Luke 9:57-62 

Daily Bible reading challenge 

For the first part of 

the month, we will 

continue our study of 

the Gospel of John.  

Beginning 

Wednesday, 

February 22, we will 

begin a journey through Lent for our Bible 


