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Social Justice Group To Offer Presentation July 10th 

On Sunday, June 5th, the 

Social Justice Group hosted 

the second presentation on 

racism.  Based on the New 

York Times best-selling book 

The Sum of Us by Heather 

McGhee, the presentation 

focused on how racism is not 

only harming families of 

color, but everyone, both economically and socially, and how by addressing systemic racism we can 

prosper together.  A summary of the book is available in the narthex.   

When coupled with the first presentation, which focused on our faith response to racism, the intent 

of the two presentations was to provide a base of information about the current state of racism in 

America. 

The next phase will be to discern what we can do as individuals and as a congregation about the 

systemic racism that we have been discussing.  Given the size and resources of our congregation, as 

well as the complexity of the problem, this will not be easy and will require some collective 

dialogue.  We will take our first step in addressing the issue of systemic racism when we gather 

together again in the Community Room at 9:15 a.m. on July 10th.  

In cooperation with Metropolitan Congregations United, we have been able to address some social 

justice issues has been through individuals messaging our respective state legislators on proposed 

legislation.  Legislation that was tracked included Medicaid expansion, guidelines for initiative 

petitions, oversight of what could be taught in social studies in schools, and against creating more 

restrictive voter ID regulations. 

            Larry Marks   

The Social Justice Presentation on June 5 



Thanks to Allen Neal for power 

washing the benches and 

stones in front of the church.  

What a difference!  No more 

mold! 

Marilyn and Brad Short applauding the choirs on Choir Appreciation Sunday, May 29.  Thank 

you, Choirs, and Brad and Marilyn for the wonderful music you’ve shared with us this past year.   

Monica Eppinger Speaks on Ukraine 

We missed hearing Monica speak on the conflict in Ukraine at the Men’s 

Breakfast in May, which was cancelled because of high Covid numbers.  

Below is a link to a presentation she gave this spring to a group of Baptist 

churches in the San Francisco Bay Area.  Monica’s talk provides detailed 

background information on relations between Ukraine and Russia and on 

how this crisis developed.   

Currently a law professor at St. Louis University Law School, Monica is a 

former member of the U.S. diplomatic service in Ukraine.    

You will need to cut and paste the link into your browser or type it in if you are reading a hard 

copy of the Outlook.  Or—to avoid all the typing, you can also get the link by going to the 

Second Baptist website (https://2ndbc.org) and clicking on “Newsletters” and then “Summer 

2022.”  When you log on, you will see pictures of a group of people on Zoom.  Click on the 

arrow, and after some introductory remarks by others, Monica’s talk will begin.   

Link:  https://u.pcloud.link/publink/show?code=XZoaFkVZlFKRNilOPfzXj75nE9ciV0VQO0lk 
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July reflections  

July 3 Gardening 

 Galatians 6:7-10  

July 10 What’s a Plumb Line?  

 Amos 7:7-15  

July 17 When Fruit Goes Bad                  

 Amos 8:1-6 

July 24          Object Lesson    

 Hosea 1:2-10  

July 31 So You Wanna Go Back to 

Egypt?  

Hosea 11:1-9 

Daily Bible reading 

challenge 

History- Yay!  We 

continue in the history 

books of 1 and 2 

Samuel as the story of 

Israel and Judah 

continues to unfold.   

     —Steve Mechem 

From World Missions: 

We just sent $1235 to the 

American Baptist 

headquarters for the 

America for Christ 

Offering—another 

example of the generous giving from 

Second Baptist Church.  Let’s continue 

that focus as we look forward to July and 

the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering. 

Thanks, 

Rick Rardin, World Missions Chair  

Dave Menninger Becomes Moderator 

As of July 1 Dave Menninger will be Second Baptist 

Church’s moderator.  

After graduating from 

Stanford in 1990 as a fine arts 

major with a side passion for 

computers, Dave landed in 

the surrounding Silicon Valley 

software industry in a field 

which evolved into computer 

interaction design.  For 15 

years he hopped among startup companies for 2-5 year 

stints and then worked for 10 years as Director of User 

Experience  for Ancestry.com.  

From 2010-2018 Dave was in St. Louis a third of the year, 

splitting his time between working onsite at Ancestry's 

offices in San Francisco and being with Monica after she 

took up a teaching career at Saint Louis University Law 

School.  In the summer of 2018 Dave left Ancestry to be 

full time in St. Louis.   

Since arriving in St. Louis, Dave has undertaken several 

volunteer tech projects, including an interactive map of St. 

Louis area vacancies and problem properties for the St. 

Louis Vacancy Collaborative and Legal Services of Eastern 

Missouri.  For that work, in August 2020 he was awarded 

the Richard Teitelman Service Award by Legal Services of 

Eastern Missouri. 

Dave was our moderator in 2020-21 and then changed 

places with Rick Hoyt to become vice moderator again.  A  

prime mover in getting Second Baptist’s worship services 

livestreamed on Facebook and available later on the 

church’s website, Dave also set up Zoom meetings for 

Second Baptist groups during the pandemic.  And he 

redesigned the church’s website and made it easier to 

update.  He also sings in the church choir. 

We welcome Dave Menninger as our moderator for 2022-

2023! 



 

 

 

 

 

Worship service Sundays at 10:30 a.m.  In person or live on Facebook at https://

www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/ or later at 2ndbc.org/sermons.  

A service in the Karen language is held in Fellowship Hall after the Sunday worship service. 

The Social Justice Group will host a video and a discussion for everyone at 9:15 a.m. on 

Sunday, July 10, to discuss the next steps our congregation needs to take in addressing racism.  

See p. 1 for details. 

The Youth Group will attend Quest at Green Lake, Wisconsin, on July 10-15.   

The Church Council will meet Monday, July 18, at 6:30 p.m. in the Community Room.    

The Social Justice Group will have a flexible schedule this summer.  Contact Larry Marks if you 

want to be notified when the group will meet.   Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/84904265696?pwd=ajB3czZFaHU3M3ZOWDNCQmRIOStwQT09  Passcode: justice   

Taking a break until fall: 

• Sunday school 

• Second Baptist Choir and the Second Sunday Choir 

• Book group.  The next meeting will be September 13 to discuss The Lincoln Highway, by 

Amor Towles.  Led by Rick and Paula Rardin. 

• Men’s breakfast 

• Faith Support Group 

• The Second Saturday Youth Group  

Taking a break from meetings until further notice: 

• Faith Recovery Group 

• The Love Chapter is taking a hiatus from monthly meetings but is still active in supporting 

community Pride events.   

The next issue of the New Outlook will come out around July 27.  Please send articles and 

photos  by July 20.   

https://www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/
https://www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84904265696?pwd=ajB3czZFaHU3M3ZOWDNCQmRIOStwQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84904265696?pwd=ajB3czZFaHU3M3ZOWDNCQmRIOStwQT09


Hey everybody, 

I’ve been thinking a lot about the musical term, “Coda.”  

By definition, a Coda is a passage in a musical composition that is introduced to help 

bring the work to a satisfying and meaningful conclusion. 

As I have just experienced my 64th birthday, and as I am passing the 10 year mark as 

pastor of this church, and as I am entering into my 43rd year in ministry (37th year of 

ordination), I am beginning to think I may have fewer years in front of me than I have behind me. 

And so, the idea of a Coda, a satisfactory completion, is weighing on me.  Please understand that a 

Coda is not indicative of an imminent ending, but an understanding that a process has begun to bring 

that which has been to a wonderful and meaningful conclusion.  (Case in point: The Coda in 

Beethoven’s symphony #8 is 40% of the entire piece.  So, once the Coda begins, you still have 40% 

[almost half] of the composition to go, and many feel that the Coda in the 8th is the very best part.) 

I am thinking a lot about what a personal Coda looks like to me.  As I am entering into a second half, 

(or third third, or fourth quarter) of life and ministry, how do I want to live that reflects the depths of 

my heart? 

I have always been a little uptight—concerned about what people think of me.  Being naturally shy, 

coupled with a sense of low esteem, has left me too cautious.  I don’t respond well to criticism, and I 

allow negative people to live rent-free in my head.   

And I think my Coda has to be different than that. 

It must begin with honesty and authenticity.  In ministry, honesty and authenticity can cost you your 

job.  (I know too many pastors and youth ministers who have been fired for being real.)  While I try to 

be authentic and honest, I sometimes find myself retreating into a “go along to get along” space when 

I feel the heat of criticism or disapproval. 

But, if the Coda I am composing is to have meaning, being authentically me and allowing others to be 

authentically them is essential. 

I am deciding that my Coda should be joyously melodious.  Joy and positivity have always been 

markers in my life, but I sometimes allow non-sense to steal them from me.  For my Coda to be all I 

want it to be, expressing thankfulness to people for their wonderful gifts and enjoying the 

opportunity to chill, to hang, to be with people who encourage me and challenge me should be an 

ever more important part of daily living.  

The first time I read through the New Testament (when I was 15 years old), I was struck by a line as 

paraphrased in the (old) Living Bible.  Paul wrote to his friends in Rome, “I need your help, for I want 

not only to share my faith with you but to be encouraged by yours: Each of us will be a blessing to the 

other.” (Romans 1:12, The Living Bible) 

From our pastor. . . 



I think my personal Coda should reflect that sentiment, “each of us will be a 

blessing to the other.” Not in a sappy, churchy way, but in a real, “Let’s take 

care of each other” way.  I cannot imagine a more satisfying Coda than to 

be a blessing to others through my words, my acts of kindness, and my 

behaviors.  And I cannot imagine a more satisfying Coda than to celebrate 

with and be blessed by people around me. 

I know that I have over-shot my page, so I will wrap up my thoughts on the 

composition of my own personal Coda by sharing a partial list of items that 

I want to write into my Coda: 

1) I want to live my life and express myself in ways that lift up, encourage. and include. 

2) I want to be honest and authentic in my relationships. 

3) I want to laugh, and help others to laugh as well. 

4) I want to learn how, in Taylor Swift’s words, to “shake it off.” 

5) I want to be the kind of partner that causes Judi to smile whenever she says my name. 

6) I want to intentionally embrace people who are perceived to be different than I am. 

7) I want to learn to communicate in different ways. 

8) I want to help people recognize that they are valued and of worth, loved by God and loved 

by people who have embraced the love of God. 

9) I want to eat sugar cream pie more often. 

10) I want to read more, ponder more, and imagine more. 

11) I want to listen more and talk less. 

12) I want to be totally present in conversations I am having. 

13) I want to write stories. 

14) I want to explore new places. 

15) I want to try new things. 

16) I want to try again things I have tried in the past. 

17) I want to get some new tattoos. 

18) I want to make my piece of the world a little more loving, a little more kind, a little more 

gracious by my presence. 

19) I want to find new ways to express love for and to others. 

20) I want to find new ways to express love for and to God. 

 

I hope I haven’t bored you with my thoughts about my own personal Coda.  I share them, not only 

because I have been thinking about them a lot,  but hoping that you might think about what is ahead 

for you, and how you might compose a wonderfully satisfying and meaningful NEXT. 

Let’s take care of each other, 

Steve (he, him, his)     


