
Annual Christmas Dinner and Entertainment 

Our Annual Christmas luncheon will be on Sunday, December 

11, at 11:30 a.m.  It will be catered by “As You Like It” catering 

company.  The meal will be $9 per person, $4 per child, or $25 

per family.   

Following the luncheon there will be a few 

festivities for the children and then entertainment by our fantastic performers 

in the Christmas Talent Show.   

As a fitting finale, a jolly man with a red suit and long white beard will also be 

stopping by.  Make your reservations early.       
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New Outlook 

Christmas at Second Baptist 

There’s lots going on at Second Baptist this Christmas season, beginning with caroling on 

December 3 and ending with the worship service on Christmas Day.  Come join us!    

Christmas caroling  

Everyone in the church is invited to participate in a Christmas caroling 

event on Saturday, December 3.  We will meet at the church at 2:00 and 

then go sing to our homebound members, ending at Donna Pietrucha’s 

home for refreshments. 



Christmas Eve Service 

We are looking forward to the church’s annual Christmas Eve service, which 

will be held December 24 at 5 p.m.  The choir’s anthem that evening will be 

a gorgeous setting of the hymn “What Child Is This?” by Molly 

Ijames.  Marilyn Short will play a jazzy version of “It Came Upon the 

Midnight Clear.”  The congregation will sing several Christmas carols and 

then close with the traditional candle-lighting and singing of “Silent 

Night.”  Please plan to join us for this memorable, family-friendly evening of 

worship and celebration! 

                      —Marilyn Short 

Songs and Sonnets Service 

We eagerly await this year’s Songs and Sonnets Service!  It will be 

December 18 at 10:30 a.m., featuring original poetry written by our 

own congregants.  The choir is rehearsing extra long and hard to 

prepare four special anthems for that day.  We will open with an 

expressive arrangement of “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” by Molly 

Ijames.  We will also sing the beautiful “Who But the Lord?” by Craig 

Courtney.  Next will be a heart-warming a cappella version of “Away in a Manger” arranged 

by Jack Schrader.  We will close with the whimsically titled “Angels Are Making Their 

Rounds” by Pepper Choplin, which covers the angel announcements from Matthew 1 and 

Luke 1 in a warm, easy folk style.  There will also be a piano duet of “Gesu Bambino” by Judi 

Mechem and Marilyn Short at some point.    

It will be a memorable morning of worship.  Please plan to come join us, and bring your 

friends and family.        

                                                                                                                                  —Marilyn Short            

Wow!! 

Christmas is on Sunday this year!  Throughout December, Steve will be 

preaching on the Christmas event from Mary’s point of view.  The title for the 

Christmas sermon is “Wow!!” 



 

 

 

Choir rehearses Sundays at 8:45 a.m. and most Thursdays from at 6:30—8:00 p.m.  On 

December 22 the choir will meet from 7—8 p.m.  They will not meet on December 29. 

Sunday School for all ages at 9:15 a.m.  There will be  no Sunday School on December 18 or 25 

or January 1. 

Worship service Sundays at 10:30 a.m.  In person or live on Facebook at https://

www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/ or later at 2ndbc.org/sermons.  

A service in the Karen language is held in Fellowship Hall after the Sunday worship service. 

Second Sunday choir will rehearse after church on December 4 and at 10:10 on December 11.  

They will go on break for the rest of the month.      

Christmas caroling Saturday, December 3.  We’ll meet at church at 2:00. and then go sing to 

our housebound members.  Refreshments afterward at Donna Pietrucha’s. 

Christmas luncheon and program after church on December 11. 

The Book Group will meet in the Community Room on Tuesday, December 13, at 1:00 p.m. to 

discuss The Paper Bag Christmas, by Kevin Alan Milne.  Joan Jensen will lead. 

The Social Justice Group will meet via Zoom Tuesday, December 13  at 7:30 p.m.  Link: https://

us02web.zoom.us/j/84904265696?pwd=ajB3czZFaHU3M3ZOWDNCQmRIOStwQT09  Passcode: 

justice.  Note:  The group will not meet December 27. 

Songs and Sonnets will be December 18 at 10:30 a.m. 

The Church Council will meet Monday, December 19, at 6:30 p.m. in the Community Room.  

The Faith Support Group will not meet in December.  The next meeting will be January 17 on 

Zoom.    

The Christmas Eve Service will be at 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, December 24.  

We will once again have live poinsettias in the Sanctuary during Advent.  You 

may donate a poinsettia "in memory," "in appreciation," or "in celebration" of 

a special person in your life by filling out the form in the bulletin or by calling 

the church office at 314-991-3424 by December 11.  The cost is $15.00. 

Poinsettias will be displayed on the chancel from December 18 until Christmas 

Eve.  You may take yours home after that.  

https://www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/
https://www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84904265696?pwd=ajB3czZFaHU3M3ZOWDNCQmRIOStwQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84904265696?pwd=ajB3czZFaHU3M3ZOWDNCQmRIOStwQT09


We all enjoy homemade Christmas cookies, but many of us don’t 

bake cookies anymore.  So if you would be willing to share your 

talent and bake 4 dozen cookies to share at the luncheon on 

December 11, that would be wonderful.  We would like to let 

people take home some of your delicious cookies.  Also, if you 

would like to share your recipes, we can print copies so others 

could learn from them. There will be an insert in the bulletin to sign up for this. 

          —Linda Marks 

A Christmas Bible Quiz 

Thanks to former interim pastor Mike Dixon for digging this out so we could use it again.  

(We’re saving the last 10 questions for next year.)  See p. 6 for the answers.  

1. Which Gospels tell the story of Jesus’ birth? 

2. Which Gospel begins with the preaching of John the Baptist? 

3. Which Gospel begins with the first three words of Genesis? 

4. How many wise men does the Bible tell us came to see the infant Jesus? 

5. How did Mary respond to the angel’s news? 

6. Name one woman listed in Jesus’ family tree (besides Mary). 

7. Which Gospel tells about King Herod? 

8. Which Gospel tells about the wise men? 

9. Which Gospel tells about the shepherds? 

10. What does “Emmanuel” mean? Which Gospel tells us? 

Decorating the outside of the church 

Judy’s comment:  Nasty day to do lights, but we had a great team!  Right picture:  Disentangling a string of lights 



Helping our neighbors  

In addition to collecting money for the Antioch Baptist Church’s 

Toy Drive, Second Baptist is adopting a family from the St. Louis 

100 Neediest Cases. 

Their story:   

Ms. N is a single mother of four children, ages 3, 5, 16, and 20.  The 

family has many hardships, a number of them requiring medical 

help.  In addition, a daughter was kidnapped and put in the trunk of a car, resulting in severe 

depression and anxiety and trouble with sleep and concentration.   

They had a house fire in which they lost most of their possessions.  After receiving temporary 

housing, they were overtaken by the flood this summer.  They lost everything.   

How to give: 

If you would like to give money, you can send a check to the church or contact Donna 

Pietrucha for how to do it so the money will get to the family by Christmas.   

If you would like to get individual gifts for members of the family: 

1.  Select and purchase (at least) one gift from the “Giving Tree” in the narthex for our 

adopted family.  You do not need to get all the items on a tag—just get whatever items you 

feel you can contribute.   

2. Wrap and tag each gift (or gift card) with the first name and the age of the recipient or 

“family” and list the case number on the bag/box. The names and ages will be on the tags 

from the tree.  If you buy more than one item, use separate bags/boxes for each gift.   

3. Deliver your gifts or gift cards to the church by Sunday, December 18th.  All gifts will be 

delivered to 100 Neediest Cases on the 19th.  If you can’t get to the church, please contact 

Donna.   

Thank you for your generosity.   

      —Donna Pietrucha, Community Missions Chair 

Second Baptist has been another example of generous giving to the World 

Mission Offering.  Our missionaries and ministers on the front lines definitely 

appreciate that.  The total funds generated were $710.  Thanks for your 

support. 

           —Rick Rardin, World Missions Chair 



Hey Everybody, 

I am not proud to admit this, but when I was a kid, I became very 

skilled at unwrapping and re-wrapping Christmas presents that had my 

name on them.  I was so good at it that by the time I was in middle 

school, I would open every single gift with my name attached that was 

under the Alcoa aluminum Christmas tree in our living room. 

I thought I was being clever and suave.  I would feign excitement and 

surprise on Christmas morning as I opened packages that I had already opened and rewrapped, 

expressing surprise and thanks. 

What I didn’t realize then, but I have come to realize since, is that surprise is in itself a 

wonderful gift. So I long ago abandoned the habit of peeking at gifts before the appointed time, 

and I now embrace the idea that the Advent season is full of surprise. 

Perhaps the best way for us to get the most from our Christmas time experience is to see all the 

surprises around us each and every day. May I suggest that you keep a list throughout the 

Christmas season of at least one surprise that you encounter each day. 

My prayer is that you have a delightfully surprising holiday season. 

Let’s take care of each other, 

Steve (he, him, his)  

From our pastor. . . 

Advent reflections  

from Mary’s point of view  

December 4  Who? What?  Luke 1:26-33 

December 11  How?   Luke 1:39-45  

December 18   Songs and Sonnets 

   Where? When? Luke 2:1-7  

December 24  Why?   Luke 2:8-12 

December 25  Wow!!   Luke 2:19-20 

Daily Bible reading 

challenge 

 

We will finish 
our reading of 
Sirach and then 
finish out the 
year by looking 

at Scriptures associated with 
Advent. 

Answers to Christmas quiz:  1) Matthew and Luke.  2) Mark 1:4.  3) John 1:1.  4) Matthew 

doesn’t give a number.  5) “Here am I”; Luke 1:38.  6) Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, the wife of Uriah 

(Bathsheba); Matthew 1:1-17.  7) Matthew 2.  8) Matthew 2.  9) Luke 2:8-18. 10) God with us; 

Matthew 1:23. 



SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

Sunday School for all ages 9:15 a.m.  

Worship service 10:30 a.m. 

Worship in the Karen language 11:30 a.m. 

Telephone & fax (314) 991-3424 

E-mail:  office@2ndbc.org 

Website:  www.2ndbc.org 

Rev. Stephen Mechem, Pastor 

stevemechem@gmail.com 

Dave Menninger, Moderator 

Second Baptist Church of Greater St. Louis 

An American Baptist Church 

9030 Clayton Road at McKnight 

St. Louis, Missouri 63117-1094 

For Christmas Day worship, many churches use Psalm 98.  It is 

fitting, then, that Isaac Watts, who interpreted 132 psalms as 

hymn texts, based a now-beloved carol on it. 

Watts (1674-1748) was a student of language, religion and 

philosophy.  He wanted to make Scripture more relevant to lay 

people and thought hymns could help.  Watts composed more 

than 600 hymn texts, many still in use.  But Psalm 98:4-9, “Joy to the World,” needed music to 

fit its words. 

Enter Lowell Mason (1792-1872), an American choir director. He came across Watts’ Psalm 98 

hymn text and sought inspiration for a melody from the famous oratorio Messiah by George F. 

Handel (1685-1759).  Mason pulled musical phrases from sections of Handel’s work, resulting 

in the tune we now recognize as “Joy to the World.” 

So it is that three men who lived across three centuries and never met — along with the 

composer of the original psalm more than two millennia earlier — together produced a hymn 

to the Christ-child, which millions have sung and continue to love. 


