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New Outlook 

Thanks to Joy 

Gardner and 

Allen Neal for 

a wonderful, 

spooky Coffee 

Fellowship! 

Trunk or Treat 

Celebrating Halloween 



 

More Trunk or Treat Pictures 

November reflections  

November 6    What? 

 Haggai 1:5-2:9 

November 13    Yikes! 

 Malachi 4:1-2 

November 20 On Your Feet                 

   Psalm 100 

November 27    Spilling into Thanksgiving 

  Colossians 1:11-20 

Daily Bible reading challenge 

 

I hope you are enjoying our 

journey through the 

apocryphal book, Sirach.  I 

find it fascinating as I think 

about it in relationship to 

the Hebrew Bible book 

Proverbs.  Following Sirach, we will finish out 

the year with some Advent readings. 

    Steve Mechem        

An update on the World Mission Offering:   As of October 23, we have received over 

$500.  There is still time to remember some very fine people who work for Jesus throughout 

the world, our Ministers & Missionaries and their support teams.  Let’s continue their needed 

financial support and give to the World Mission Offering.   

Thanks, Rick Rardin, World Missions, Chair 



 

 

 

Choir rehearses Sundays at 8:45 a.m. and Thursdays from 6:30—8:00 p.m.  Note:  This is a 

time change.    

Sunday School for all ages at 9:15 a.m.   

Worship service Sundays at 10:30 a.m.  In person or live on Facebook at https://

www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/ or later at 2ndbc.org/sermons.  

A service in the Karen language is held in Fellowship Hall after the Sunday worship service. 

Second Sunday choir will rehearse after the service each Sunday except November 13, when 

they will rehearse at 10:10 a.m. instead.    

The Book Group will meet in the Community Room on Tuesday, November 8, at 1:00 p.m. to 

discuss A Painted House, by John Grisham.  Jane Mahan will lead. 

The Social Justice Group will meet via Zoom Tuesday, November 1 and 22, at 7:30 p.m.  Link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84904265696?pwd=ajB3czZFaHU3M3ZOWDNCQmRIOStwQT09  

Passcode: justice.  Note:  This a date change.   

The Faith Support Group will meet via Zoom Tuesday, November 15 at 6:30 p.m.  The link is  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81521781156.  Passcode: faith.  This group meets the third 

Tuesday of each month to support each other and discuss spiritual readings supplied by 

members of the group.  All are welcome.  For more information, contact Brooke Justis.   

The Church Council will meet Monday, November 21, at 6:30 p.m. in the Community Room.  

Turn your clocks back 

Sunday, November 6 

Looking ahead to December  

December 11  Christmas luncheon and 

   program after church 

December 18   Songs and Sonnets 

December 24   Christmas Eve service at 5:00 

November 27 

If you would like to donate money for Antioch Baptist’s Thanksgiving baskets, please put your 

money in the offering plate marked “Antioch,” send it to the church, or give it to Jim 

Shepardson by November 13.   

https://www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/
https://www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84904265696?pwd=ajB3czZFaHU3M3ZOWDNCQmRIOStwQT09
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On October 22, 7 people from Second Baptist toured our church’s former home on 

Kingshighway and Washington.  What we saw was shocking and discouraging.  Evidence of last 

year’s fire in the bell tower set by vandals, graffiti, falling plaster, debris, and deterioration were 

everywhere.  Things were markedly worse than they had been in 2008 when Bill C. Winter 

showed us around the building as part of a tour of all of Second Baptist’s previous locations.  

Second Baptist’s former home—2008 and 2022 

In 2008 Steve Jones, Bill Gurley, Bill C. Winter, Richard 
Daily, Mary Shepardson, and Dotty Daily admire the 

rose window from the front of the sanctuary 

The same view now.  In addition to the graffiti on the 
back wall and over the rose window, there was graffiti 

on some of the pews too.  Ron and Gloria Barbre, 
Monica Eppinger, Dave Menninger, and Mary 

Shepardson are in the foreground. 

The front of the sanctuary in 2008.  Look for the Rardins, the 
Dailys, the Gurleys, the Joneses, and the Shorts. 

You might have to blow up the picture to see them. 

The front of the sanctuary now.  Note that 
the painting is either missing or covered 

with plywood.  Originally there was a piece 
of marble below it etched with the words 

“They shall be buried with him in baptism.”  
It is now in two pieces in our current 
building’s basement storage area.   

This painting of the 
Jordan River is just 
above the red hat, 

above 



Second Baptist built this building in 1907 and occupied it  

until 1955, when the congregation moved to its present 

location.  For awhile it was the home of other churches.  For 

over 12 years it has been empty.     

Larry Marks is the only one in our current congregation who 

attended Second Baptist at this location.  He was a young 

child when the church moved out.           

Now for some good news:  Plans are underway for 

restoring the building and turning it into a Gospel 

Music Hall of Fame.  Estimates are that it will cost 

$22 million to restore.   

Monica Butler, founder of the project, wrote on its 

website:  “Our vision Is to create a renowned 

cultural arts destination that educates and inspires 

visitors of all races and religions as they experience 

gospel music.  The Gospel Hall of Fame Art Museum 

and Research Center will pay homage to gospel 

legends . . . while engaging guests through a 

state-of-the-art theater, technology-driven 

museum, education center, and unique event 

space.” 

The old Second Baptist  building is on  

the National Register of Historic Places.   

These pictures show the damage to the bell tower from the 

October 2021 fire.  Because of the high quality of the bricks, 

most of the rest of the building was not damaged.     

With Yolanda Yancie of  The Butler Group 



Pet Blessing 2022 

Pet Blessing:  The Sequel 

After Cindy Collins’s dog Vita was lovingly blessed by Steve, Cindy got her cat Beacon out of 

the carrier so he could be blessed too.  But as Cindy put it, “He went berserk and clawed and 

punctured and scratched” and eventually got away, running into bushes on the edge of the 

church’s property.  She went into the bushes and finally lured him back.   

As she was trying to put him back in the carrier, he clawed and punctured her again and 

escaped.  Following him, Cindy and Jim Shepardson saw him go under the neighbor’s car and 

disappear.  They could still hear meowing and figured Beacon must have jumped into the 

engine compartment.  As Cindy was getting ready to put a note on the car, the neighbor came 

out ready to leave.  In a hurry and unwilling to open her hood, she drove away, and Beacon 

streaked out behind the car unharmed.  Cindy had been picturing blood everywhere and a 

dead cat.  Meanwhile Beacon was nowhere to be found.         

Dave Menninger and Cindy made signs to put all over the 

neighborhood and left.  Cindy came back at 5:00 with a friend to 

look again.  No luck.  At 10:00 that night, after her work was done 

for the nursery she owns, Cindy came back alone with a flashlight.  

After she called again and again and was just about to give up, she 

heard Beacon and was just picking him up. . .when some fireworks 

went off.  Another disappearance.  She tried again.  After a time he 

came out again and. . .more fireworks.  Gone again.  One more time 

of calling and calling, and Beacon came and laid down at her feet.  

She picked him up and they went home.   

“Love is patient, love is kind. . .” 

Cindy and Beacon 



From our pastor. . . 

Hey Everybody, 

Election Day is upon us.  Please vote! 

November is Thanksgiving month.  We are reminded to be thankful. 

I think it is easy to forget to be thankful.  With everything that goes on 

around us—job struggles, financial pressures, health issues, politics, 

strained relationships, real and perceived fears—it is understandable 

that we neglect being thankful while we embrace the uncertainty of life. 

But it is precisely because of that uncertainty that thankfulness must be a priority!  Without 

the intentionality of thankfulness, we are likely to find ourselves sinking in a morass of 

despair. 

So, being thankful is essential to thriving in the midst of it all. 

What are you thankful for in 2022?  Here is part of my list: 

My list goes on for pages (hence the ongoing Beautiful Things notebook I keep). 

In the midst of the struggle, take time to be thankful. 

Let’s take care of each other, 

Steve (he, him, his)  

My bff for 45 years 

My fascinating kids and their spouses 

Avie 

A community of faith where I am free to 

explore the big questions 

Friends who accept me as I am 

Sunrises 

God’s presence in my life 

A book that I can’t put down 

Sweatshirts 

Mexican restaurants 

Daydreams 

Laughter 

Real conversations 

Fall colors 

Poetry that I don’t “get” on my first reading 

A car that gets me from point A to point B  

Movies I want to watch again 

Music that makes me smile 

Silence 

Bean bag chairs 

Vaccines and boosters 

Dogs 

Wood fires 

Earphones 

Peanut butter 

Memories 

Possibilities 

Miracles disguised as life 


