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New Outlook 

For Trunk or Treat to be successful we 

need: 

• Cars.  Please consider signing up to 

provide your trunk (or truck bed) as one 

of our trunks for Trunk-or-Treat.  While 

we will provide some candy, it works well 

if the providers of cars provide candy as 

well.  Sign up your car at the Welcome 

Center at church or contact Steve or Judi 

Mechem (stevemechem@gmail.com) or  

(jlmechem@gmail.com). 

• Candy.  We will need candy, lots of 

candy (two years ago we ran out and had 

to make an emergency candy run).  There 

will be containers sitting out at the church 

for you to place your donated goodies in 

(nothing home-made please) between 

now and Trunk-or-Treat day. 

• You.  Since we will be providing some 

fun games for the kids to play, we will 

need volunteers to help run those games.   

You can let Steve or Judi know if you can help or you can just show up that evening and say, “I’m 

here to help.” 
 

It should be a blast! 

Steve 
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Choir rehearses Sundays at 8:45 a.m. and Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.     

Sunday School for all ages at 9:15 a.m.   

Worship service Sundays at 10:30 a.m.  In person or live on Facebook at https://

www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/ or later at 2ndbc.org/sermons.  

A service in the Karen language is held in Fellowship Hall after the Sunday worship service. 

Second Sunday choir will rehearse after the service each Sunday.    
 

 

Pet Blessing on Saturday, October 8, at 1:00 p.m. 

Bring your furry, fuzzy, feathered pets that bring so much love 

and blessings to your life!  

 

The Book Group will meet in the Community Room on Tuesday, October 11, at 1:00 p.m. to 

discuss This Tender Land, by William Kent Krueger.  Sandy and Mike Dixon will lead. 

The Church Council will meet Monday, October 17, at 6:30 p.m. in the Community Room.  

The Faith Support Group will meet via Zoom Tuesday, October 18 at 6:30 p.m.  The link is  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81521781156.  Passcode: faith.  This group meets the third 

Tuesday of each month to support each other and discuss spiritual readings supplied by 

members of the group.  All are welcome.  For more information, contact Brooke Justis.   

The Social Justice Group will meet via Zoom Tuesday, October 25, at 7:30 p.m.  Link: https://

us02web.zoom.us/j/84904265696?pwd=ajB3czZFaHU3M3ZOWDNCQmRIOStwQT09  Passcode: 

justice.  Note:  The group will not meet on October 11 as normally scheduled. 

 

 

The Bible Class, led by Tim Keeney, will continue reading poetic sections of Scripture, 

discussing the power and influence of “God’s Poets,” such as the psalmists and the prophets.  

They are currently working with the prophet Amos.   

Pat Justis will continue the 10-week series on Jemar Tisby’s How to Fight Racism:  Courageous 

Christianity and the Journey Toward Racial Justice. 
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October reflections  

October 2    Blessed Anguish 

 Matthew 5:1-11 

 Jerry Keeney preaching 

October 9    Growing Where You Are  

 Planted 

 Jeremiah 29: 1-7 

October 16     Time’s Up                   

   Jeremiah 31:27-34 

October 23     What’s a Sirach? 

  Sirach 35:12-17 

October 30      Fixing the Punchline 

  Habakkuk 1:1-4 

     

Daily Bible reading challenge 

 

The Apocrypha is a category of books 

found in many Bibles but not in 

others.  Most of us did not grow up 

with the Apocrypha in our Bibles, but 

fortunately, many Bible translations 

now include it.  For our next Bible reading assignment 

we are going to take on “Sirach,” sometimes called 

“Ecclesiasticus,” one of the books in the 

Apocrypha.  There is a good chance that you have 

never read it, so it will be exciting to be reading 

something new.  If you don’t have an Apocrypha in 

your Bible, don’t sweat it; I will send out a chapter 

every day from the Common English Bible.  Gonna be  

FUN!!!!             Steve           

Special Music 



 

Making “Beautiful Things” leaves  

Pat Justis describing 
the 10-week class on 

fighting racism 

Tim Keeney describing 
plans for the Bible 

study class 

The elementary school class, taught by Melanie Keeney, is 
learning about the Beatitudes 

Launch Sunday 

September 11, 2022 

Music at the Worship Service 



 

 

Launch Sunday photos by Judy Comfort 

Launch Sunday Barbeque 

Second Baptist at Tower Grove Pride Event 



From our pastor. . . 

I am a staunch believer in the separation of church and state.  First 

espoused by early Baptist Roger Williams, the idea behind the doctrine 

found its way into the first amendment of the United States 

Constitution: “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 

of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof. . .” 

This is understood to mean that the government should not create a 

national religion, should not advocate for a religion, should not 

denigrate a religion, and should not promote one religion over another. 

While not in the words of the Constitution, deeply embedded in the doctrine of separation of 

church and state is the idea that the church should not strive for political power, or advocate 

for a candidate, a party, or a political ideology. 

While the church should separate itself from politics, it does have certain obligations that can 

run up against the barrier created by a separation of church and state. 

In its prophetic role, the church has an obligation to speak out about injustice and inequity in 

society.  The church has a responsibility to call out racism and bigotry in all its forms.  The 

church must speak truth to power, especially when those in authority clearly misuse their 

power.   

To fulfill its obligations while adhering to a separation of church and state, the church 

continually walks a thin line between prophetic responsibility and breaking the barrier that 

separates church and state. 

The church sometimes fails by 1) steering away from its prophetic responsibility or by  

2) confusing speaking truth to power with a thirst for power.   

As a pastor, and as a follower of Jesus, I am committed to speak up for the people for whom 

Jesus spoke up.  I also recognize that as a congregation, we hold diverse views on issues and 

on the necessary paths taken to address such issues.  It is important that we celebrate our 

freedom to think differently, to explore new ways of shining our light, to hold different 

opinions, and to address the complicated issues of our society while remaining committed to 

the task of loving one another. 

After all, this is what we believe! 

Let’s take care of each other, 

Steve (he, his, him)  

Pastor Steve on 
Launch Sunday 


