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New Outlook 

Ice Cream and Fellowship—A Great Combination! 

Plan to stay after church on Sunday, August 7, to enjoy ice cream and a 

chance to catch up with friends.  We’ll meet in the narthex. 

Thanks to Bev and Mike Apple for putting this together.   

How to Fight Racism – A Discussion 

Though we pause Sunday school during the summer 

months, our Social Justice Group offered a special class 

on July 10 to discuss two chapters of Jemar Tisby’s book 

How to Fight Racism: Courageous Christianity and the 

Journey toward Racial Justice.  Eighteen people gathered 

to learn about Tisby’s ARC model:  Awareness, 

Relationships, and Commitment as three elements 

integral to the holistic pursuit of social justice.   

Our energetic discussion included acknowledgement that Christianity has been used by some 

to exclude people and even justify slavery, but also included affirmation that Second Baptist 

has a history of taking courageous positions against slavery and also loving actions in support 

of neighboring Jewish congregations.  These kinds of historical “high marks” of inclusivity can 

serve to help us think about bold possibilities for how we might fight racism as a congregation 

today.  If you missed  this session, you’ll have the opportunity to join a fall Sunday school class 

in which we’ll read the whole book and use the accompanying video sessions before 

discussion.  Contact me if you have questions, and stay tuned for more information on the 

class later this summer. 

           Pat Justis 



 

 

 

 

Worship service Sundays at 10:30 a.m.  In person or live on Facebook at https://

www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/ or later at 2ndbc.org/sermons.  

A service in the Karen language is held in Fellowship Hall after the Sunday worship service. 

The Church Council will meet Monday, August 15, at 6:30 p.m. in the Community Room.   The 

Council will also meet on Saturday, August 20,  to talk about the roles of each of its members 

according to the church bylaws.   

The Social Justice Group will meet at 7:30 p.m. August 9th and 23rd on Zoom.  Link: https://

us02web.zoom.us/j/84904265696?pwd=ajB3czZFaHU3M3ZOWDNCQmRIOStwQT09  Passcode: 

justice   

All women of the church are invited to a bridal shower for Rebecca Nall on Sunday, September 

18, at noon at the church.  Note:  This is a date change.     

Taking a break until fall: 

• Sunday school 

• Second Baptist Choir and the Second Sunday Choir.  The next church choir rehearsal will be 

September 1.   

• Book group.  The next meeting will be September 13 to discuss The Lincoln Highway, by 

Amor Towles.  Led by Rick and Paula Rardin. 

• Men’s breakfast 

• Faith Support Group 

• The Second Saturday Youth Group  

Taking a break from meetings until further notice: 

• Faith Recovery Group 

• The Love Chapter is taking a hiatus from monthly meetings but is still active in supporting 

community Pride events.   

The next issue of the New Outlook will come out around August 27.   Please send articles and 

photos by August 20.   

https://www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/
https://www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84904265696?pwd=ajB3czZFaHU3M3ZOWDNCQmRIOStwQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84904265696?pwd=ajB3czZFaHU3M3ZOWDNCQmRIOStwQT09


August reflections  

August 7 Blessed Are the Who? 

 Matthew 5:9; Psalm 1:1-3 

 Rev. Jerry Keeney preaching 

August  14 Desire Ye First the Desire of God 

 Matthew 5:6; Matthew 6:3 

 Rev. Jerry Keeney preaching   

August 21 Lost in a Corn Maze                  

 Jeremiah 1:4-10 

August 28     Squandered 

 Jeremiah 2:4-13      

Daily Bible reading challenge 

We will continue our 

journey through the 

history of Israel by taking 

on the book of 1 Kings 

after we have finished  

2 Samuel. 

Choir Will Be Back  

in September! 

Choir practice will resume September 1!  We 

will once again be meeting Thursday nights 

from 7-8 p.m. and will sing in worship for the 

first time on Launch Sunday, September 11.   

We will continue with our plan to keep 

rehearsing and performing on the sanctuary 

floor by the big piano, so people will not have 

to worry about climbing the choir loft stairs.   

We are very excited!  Please come and join us! 
                                          

   Marilyn and Brad Short 

Backpacks 

As is our tradition, we 

will be supplying 

backpacks full of 

school supplies for our 

Karen students.   

 We still need 

monetary donations to 

get all the required supplies (the lists provided 

by schools can be quite extensive).  If you’d 

like to contribute, please write “School 

supplies” on your check or envelope.  

Donations are needed by August 1.  The 

backpacks will be presented to the students 

on Sunday, August 14.  Thank you for your 

help in this ministry. 

Mike and Bev Apple have done a great job 

with this for a number of years, and we thank 

them for their hard work.  

World Mission Update 

The One Great Hour of 

Sharing offering continues 

to the end of the month of 

July.  This special offering 

goes to areas of the world 

that have been hit hard by 

disasters.  Along with other dire situations 

this year, many areas are experiencing 

severe heat, which has led to forest 

fires.  The lack of clean drinking water is a 

noted byproduct of this.  Let’s remember 

our friends in need and continue our 

generous giving. 



Worshipping outside  
our last night  

A game in which you had 
to act things out with 
your body quickly, or 
you're out.  Joe is a 

"heavy wheelbarrow." 

Lauren playing  
“noodle ball" 

Ayla about to catch  
a "noodle ball"  

Making our "light in the 
darkness" for Second 

Baptist Church St. Louis 

"Look, Mom and 
Dad!  We didn't fight  

all week!" 

Lauren reading Scripture 
in front of everyone 

during worship 

A Week at Quest  

Quest is the youth program at the American Baptist Conference Center at Green Lake, Wisconsin.  

Joseph, Lauren, and Ayla Heller attended last month.  Their sponsor was their mom, Deanna Heller.   

Reporting to the congregation  about 
their time at Quest.  Joseph is 

showing the lamp they made to 
illustrate Christ’s being the Light in 

our darkness. 

Deanna described the week’s emphasis as being “light and dark and the difference between them and how as 

Christians we are called to walk in the light and be the light for others.”  She reminded us that even a tiny bit of 

light can be seen in the darkness.  “The light always wins.”   

Lauren told us that Quest makes you think about yourself and your relationship with God.  “It helps you learn 

more about God and get closer to him,” she said. 

Ayla enjoyed meeting new people and having new experiences.  “We read Bible verses and talked about what 

they mean and how we can be light for others.”  

Joseph told the story of Jesus healing the man born blind and how Jesus will save the world from darkness.  He 

explained that each church made a lamp to be used during the last service.  All the lamps lit up the light sky, 

bringing light to the world, just as Jesus did.   



Hey Everybody, 

For the past year, we have carried the theme “Beautiful Things.”  This theme is based on Paul’s 

beautiful declaration in Philippians 4:8: “Summing it all up, friends, I’d say you’ll do best by 

filling your minds and meditating on things true, noble, reputable, authentic, compelling, 

gracious—the best, not the worst; the beautiful, not the ugly; things to praise, not things to 

curse.” (The Message Bible) 

At the time of its inception, it seemed like the perfect theme as we were continuing through 

the “Delta” phase of Covid, as we were experiencing the malaise that came in the aftermath of 

the January 6 insurrection, as our nation continued to struggle with racial reckoning and social 

injustice, and as our Karen friends were devastated by what was going on in their homeland. 

In the midst of all the ugly, it seemed counterintuitive, and therefore very Jesus-like, to focus 

on the beautiful, the meaningful, and the significant. 

We announced the theme, built our Launch Sunday around the theme, and hung banners 

proclaiming the theme.  I have preached on the theme, I continually allude to the theme, and 

Brad has done an amazing job finding music related to the theme.  I have encouraged you to 

develop a “Beautiful Things” journal to record beauty as it is revealed to you every day.  

Personally,  I have found the “Beautiful Things” mantra has been helpful in another trying 

year.  

I was recently in a discussion with Judi, Brad, and Marilyn, and I suggested that perhaps the 

same theme might still be in order for this next year.  Brad, always wise, commented 

something like, “It makes sense that thinking about good things in these days is a good thing 

to do.”  Perhaps even a beautiful thing to do!!!! 

So, we will continue with the theme of “Beautiful Things” through the fall and spring of our 

church calendar.  Hopefully the theme will remind us that in the midst of the struggle, and the 

heartache, and the madness, there is hope because God brings beauty into every situation. 

I close with the lyrics from the U2 song, “Grace,” 

“Grace makes beauty  

Out of ugly things 

Grace finds beauty 

In everything 

Grace finds goodness in everything.” 

Let’s take care of each other, 

Steve (he, him, his)  

From our pastor. . . 



SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

Worship service 10:30 a.m. 

Worship in the Karen language 11:30 a.m. 
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