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New Outlook 

Joseph Heller is graduating from O'Fallon Township High School in O'Fallon, 

Ilinois, on Saturday, May 28.  This fall he will begin work on an associate degree 

at Southwestern Illinois College in Belleville, Illinois.  After that he plans to 

transfer to a four-year school.     

A choir member for all four years of high school, Joseph has been in the top choir 
at OTHS since his sophomore year.  He says, “I have had a ton of fun going to 
competitions as well as performing in general.  Covid made choir much harder, 
and the lack of social interaction really was a bummer.  I didn't get to compete in 
my second year of show choir, which was a huge letdown.” 

His favorite subjects are math and computer programming.  He says, “I love programming, and it is what 
I'm going to study in college.” 

This summer he will be working at Walgreens, where he has worked for over a year,  as well as going to 
Quest with the Second Baptist youth group.   

Joseph is the son of Richard and Deanna Heller. 

Jacob Brooks will graduate from St. Louis’s Metro High School on May 22, 2022.  

In August he will head out to Bozeman, Montana, where he will be a student in 

the Honors College at Montana State University.  He had a great visit there this 

spring that included fly fishing and skiing, as well as being introduced to the 

impressive offerings at the school.  He is planning to major in geology. 

In high school Jacob played tennis and participated in Hack-a-Thon, a coding 

club.  In spite of its name, Jacob assures us that they didn’t hack into any 

computers!  He especially enjoyed his physics and computer science classes.   

Jacob is the son of Matt and Elizabeth Brooks and grandson of Karen Johnson Fields and Wayne Fields. 

Congratulations, Graduates! 



 

 

 

 

The Second Baptist Choir rehearses Sundays at 8:45 a.m. and Thursdays at 7:00.  They will 

have their final rehearsal of the season on May 26 and sing for the last time in worship on May 

29, which will be Choir Appreciation Sunday.   

Second Sunday choir will sing in worship on May 8 and then be done until the fall.   

Sunday School for all ages begins at 9:20 a.m.  The last day of Sunday School for this program 

year will be May 22.   

Worship service Sundays at 10:30 a.m.  In person or live on Facebook at https://

www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/ or later at 2ndbc.org/sermons.  

A service in the Karen language is held in Fellowship Hall after the Sunday worship service. 

The Social Justice Group will host lunch, a video, and a discussion for everyone after church 

on May 1 and June 5.  (See pp. 3-4.)   

The Second Saturday Youth Group will take a break from regular meetings until fall.  Five 

members of the group will attend Quest at Green Lake from July 10-15. 

The Book Group will meet in the Community Room on Tuesday, May 10, at 

1:00 p.m. to discuss The Dutch House, by Ann Patchett.  Paula Rardin will lead.  

On June 14 Mike and Sandy Dixon will lead a discussion on This Tender Land, 

by William Kent Krueger.  The group will not meet in July or August.   

The Social Justice Group will meet via Zoom Tuesdays, May 10th and 24th at 

7:30 p.m.  Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84904265696?

pwd=ajB3czZFaHU3M3ZOWDNCQmRIOStwQT09  Passcode: justice   

The Church Council will meet Monday, May 16 at 6:30 p.m. in the Community Room.    

Men’s Breakfast will meet at 7:30 a.m. on May 21 to hear Monica Eppinger speak on the 

conflict in Ukraine.  Monica is a former member of the U.S. diplomatic service in Ukraine.  

Women are invited, too!   

The Faith Support Group is taking a break until fall.   

The Love Chapter is taking a hiatus from monthly meetings but is still active in supporting 

community Pride events.   

The congregational meeting to elect next year’s officers will be June 12. 

https://www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/
https://www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84904265696?pwd=ajB3czZFaHU3M3ZOWDNCQmRIOStwQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84904265696?pwd=ajB3czZFaHU3M3ZOWDNCQmRIOStwQT09


Ferguson Faith Leaders Reflect 

The Social Justice Group held its first of three sessions designed to talk about racial issues in St. Louis 

and nationally.  On Sunday, April 3, a group of 28 from Second Baptist gathered in the community 

room following the worship service for lunch, a video presentation, and a discussion. 

The video, Faith After Ferguson, was moderated by Dr. Leah Gunning Francis, who authored a book 

of the same name.  Previously on the faculty at Eden Seminary, Dr. Francis is now Dean, Christian 

Theological Seminary, Indianapolis. 

Panelists, who were all in St. Louis during the Michael Brown shooting, included:  

Rev. Traci Blackmon, Executive Minister of Justice/Witness Ministries of United Church of Christ; 

Senior Pastor of Christ the King United Church of Christ—Florissant  

Rev. Mike Kinman, Rector, All Saints Church, Pasadena, California 

Rev. Karen Anderson, Pastor, First African Methodist Episcopal Church, Las Vegas 

Rev. Shaun Jones, Star of Bethlehem Baptist Church, Ossining, New York 

Rev. Starsky Wilson, President and CEO of the Children’s Defense Fund (CDF) and CDF Action Council,  

co-chair of the Ferguson Commission, which released the ‘Forward Through Ferguson: A Path Toward 

Racial Equity’ report. 

The panelists expressed their thoughts on this question:  What can everyday people do right now to 

help forge a hopeful future for our children? 

As you might guess, there are no simple solutions; most are good ideas but hard to implement.  The 

faith part of the dialog hit on comments that Jesus was a revolutionary; his ministry was totally about 

change to further God’s Kingdom in new ways;  that he accepted the marginalized; that he brought 

all kinds of people together; that we are all children of God.  

A thought that transcended several comments was “calling the circle” or “being part of the room” to 

talk, understand, and act.  Many voiced the need for political 

action for change and said the church should not sit on the 

sidelines.  They talked about “passion” and “will” being crucial to 

change, more than money.   One summed up with: PEOPLE of 

God and the HAND of God together are the only ways to see a 

glimmer of freedom.  Another urged: Live our theology.  Love the 

people.  Treat people’s needs as holy. 

Judy Comfort led the session.  Julie Briscoe shared her 

experiences as an activist, especially concerning women’s rights.  

A highlight for Julie was marching in Washington D.C.   The 

second event, Sunday, May 1, will involve a video presentation and discussion period with Heather 

McGhee, author of The Sum of Us: What Racism Costs Everyone and How We Can Prosper Together. 



May reflections  

May 1 When Choirs Sing 

 Revelation 5:11-14  

May 8 In It Together 

 Revelation 7:9-17  

May 15 What Do You See?                  

 Revelation 21:1-6 

May 22          What Does Heaven Look 

 Like to You?    

 Revelation 21:21—22:5  

May 29 Measure Twice/Cut Once 

Revelation 21:15-21 

Daily Bible reading challenge 

As we continue our Daily Bible 

Reading Challenge, we have again 

turned our attention to the 

Hebrew Bible’s history section.  We 

are working through the book of 

Judges as it is translated in the Common English 

Bible.  If you don’t receive the daily (except 

Sundays) email, please let me know and I will add 

you to the list. 

    Steve Mechem 

The third event, Sunday, June 5, will focus on a video presentation and conversation with 

Ibram X. Kendi, author of the New York Times #1 bestseller How to Be an Antiracist.  

We encourage you to come for a time to socialize, eat lunch, and hear and discuss these 

presentations.  

Judy Comfort 

Thank you, teachers!   

When President Eisenhower invited 

James Michener to a White House 

dinner, the bestselling author 

replied: “Dear Mr. President, I 

received your invitation three days 

after I had agreed to speak a few 

words at a dinner honoring the 

wonderful high school teacher who 

taught me how to write.  I know you 

will not miss me at your dinner, but 

she might at hers.”  Instead of taking 

offense, Eisenhower answered: “In his lifetime, a man lives under 15 or 16 presidents. But a 

really fine teacher comes into his life but rarely.” 

Thank you, really fine Sunday School teachers Jerry Keeney (adults), Shari Nelson (youth), 

Melanie Keeney (elementary grades), Carey San (Karen language service), and Steve Mechem 

(adults).  We appreciate you! 



Palm Sunday 

Good Friday 

As Steve Mechem wrote the day after the service:  “Massive applause goes to Marilyn and Brad, the choir, 

the readers, and our guest musicians.  We experienced an incredible Good Friday Service.  The service has 

been posted to 2ndbc.org/sermons.  If you weren’t able to be there, check it out— it is amazing!” 

Easter Sunday 

The choir and members of the congregation singing Handel’s “Hallelujah Chorus” 



Hey Everybody, 
 

While I had met Henry, it was at Quest Youth Camp at Green Lake Conference Center in 

Wisconsin that I really got to know him.  
 

I was immediately impressed by him.  He was joyful, friendly, kind, 

rambunctious in the best way, and spiritually in tune.  He impressed all 

the adults with his maturity (I know this because they told me), and he 

could hang with all the kids, younger, older, male, female, extroverts, 

introverts.  He had this special ability to connect with everybody.  And 

beyond that, his leadership potential, in my opinion, was off the charts. 
 

I was privileged every year I went to Green Lake to have Henry with me 

as a camper and then as a fellow counselor. 
 

When the opportunity came about to invite Henry to join the staff of Second Baptist as the 

youth coordinator, I was super excited. 
 

And he has done a tremendous job: 

Teaching Sunday School class 

Leading monthly youth meetings 

Planning and coordinating… 

 annual trips to Green Lake  

 youth led worship activities (at Second  

 and at Antioch) 

 fund raisers 

 service projects 

 fun stuff 

   

And now, after four years, Henry has informed us that 

he will no longer be able to serve as Youth Coordinator.  

I have loved working with Henry as we have striven to 

make a difference in the lives of our students. 
 

Thank you Henry!!!!! 

 

Let’s take care of each other, 

Steve (he, him, his)  

 

From our pastor. . . 



SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

Sunday School for all ages 9:20 a.m. 

Worship service 10:30 a.m. 

Worship in the Karen language 11:30 a.m. 

Telephone & fax (314) 991-3424 

E-mail:  office@2ndbc.org 

Website:  www.2ndbc.org 

Rev. Stephen Mechem, Pastor 

stevemechem@gmail.com 

Rick Hoyt, Moderator 

Second Baptist Church of Greater St. Louis 

An American Baptist Church 

9030 Clayton Road at McKnight 

St. Louis, Missouri 63117-1094 

Ready, set, go! 

Hunting for Easter eggs 


