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New Outlook 

Commemorating Holy Week 

The Second Baptist Choir plans exciting music for Holy Week:   

On Palm Sunday, April 10,  the Second Baptist Choir will join forces with the Second 

Sunday Choir to sing "Antiphonal Hosanna" in worship.  This anthem will showcase both 

groups echoing "Hosanna" back and forth as we celebrate Jesus's entrance into 

Jerusalem. 

On Good Friday, April 15, the Second Baptist Choir will be featured in a special 7:30 p.m. 

evening service.  We will be singing three different anthems that evening, each of which 

will be accompanied by piano and strings.  "Amazing Grace," by Craig Courtney, will 

present a familiar text in a new and beautiful way.  "Lamb of God," by John Reim, is a 

lovely expression of the Agnus Dei text.  "Depth of Mercy," by David Rasbach, presents a 

Charles Wesley text in a tender, thoughtful way.  It will be a moving evening of worship 

and music as we remember Jesus's crucifixion.  Please plan to attend and bring friends. 

On Easter morning, April 17, the Second Baptist Choir will sing "Hail the Day that Sees 

Him Rise!" arranged by Dan Forrest, as we celebrate Jesus's resurrection.  This triumphal 

anthem will include participation from the congregation.  Members of the congregation 

will also be invited to participate in the "Hallelujah Chorus," which will close out our 

Easter service, as is our tradition.  In a new twist, however, this year Marilyn will 

accompany the "Hallelujah Chorus" on the sanctuary floor piano instead of on the 

organ.  So any interested folks who would like to join us in singing the "Hallelujah Chorus" will not have to 

climb the stairs to the organ loft, but can instead simply join us around the piano on the floor.  We will 

provide sheet music. 

The choir is very excited about these plans, and we have been holding extra-long weeknight rehearsals in 

order to get ready.  We hope to see you at all three of these services.   

            Marilyn Short 
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Choir rehearses Sundays at 8:45 a.m. and Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. through Easter and at 7:00 

after that. 

Second Sunday choir will rehearse at 10:10 a.m. on April 10 and then sing in worship.  We will 

rehearse after the church service on the other Sundays in April.     

Sunday School for all ages at 9:20 a.m.   

Worship service Sundays at 10:30 a.m.  In person or live on Facebook at https://

www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/ or later at 2ndbc.org/sermons.  

A service in the Karen language is held in Fellowship Hall after the Sunday worship service. 

Church Beautification Day on April 2.  Details below.    

Social Justice Group to host lunch, video, and discussion after church on April 3.  See p. 5.   

The Faith Recovery Group is taking a hiatus.        

Second Saturday Youth Group will meet at the church April 9 at 10 a.m.  They will volunteer at 

the Spring 2022 Confluence Trash Bash at Columbia Bottom Conservation Area.   

Palm Sunday service April 10. 

The Love Chapter is taking a hiatus.   

The Book Group will meet in the Community Room on Tuesday, April 12, at 1:00 p.m. to 

discuss The Book of Lost Friends, by Lisa Wingate.  Gloria Barbre will lead.   

The Social Justice Group will meet via Zoom Tuesdays, April 12th and 26th at 7:30 p.m.  Link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84904265696?pwd=ajB3czZFaHU3M3ZOWDNCQmRIOStwQT09  

Passcode: justice   

Good Friday Service April 15 at 7:30 p.m. 

Easter is April 17.  Plan to stay for the Easter egg hunt! 

The Church Council will meet Monday, April 18, at 6:30 p.m. in the Community Room.  

The Faith Support Group will meet via Zoom Tuesday, April 19, at 6:30 p.m.  The link is  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81521781156.  Passcode: faith 

Church Beautification Day - April 2 

Time to get our church and grounds looking good!  Plan to come and pitch in as we mulch, 

trim, and clean our awesome facility.  Join us for all or only a portion of 8 a.m.—12 p.m. and 

work on anything you think needs attention!  More info to come.  Contact Pat Justis if you 

have any questions.  

https://www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/
https://www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84904265696?pwd=ajB3czZFaHU3M3ZOWDNCQmRIOStwQT09
file:///C:/Users/mary/OneDrive/Documents/@CHURCH/@ Outlook 2021
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April reflections  

April 3  Beautiful Amens  

  Matthew 7:28-29 

April 10  Beautiful Walks 

  Matthew 21:6-11 

April 17  Beauty in the Dark

  Matthew 28:1-7 

April 24   Where Doors Lead  

  Revelation 4:1-8 

Daily Bible reading challenge 

We will continue our Lenten 

readings through Easter weekend, 

and then we will turn our 

attention to the history book 

titled “Judges.”  In Judges, we will 

read stories about Israel between the conquest of 

Palestine and the appointing of a King. We will 

read about Deborah, Gideon, Samson, and a host 

of other leaders identified as the judges of Israel. 

 It’s time for the Easter egg hunt!  

Traditions around eggs at Easter go back a long way.  Early Christians dyed 

eggs and shared them with one another on Easter morning.  In the 

beginning eggs were dyed red to represent the sacrifice of Christ, but other 

colors soon became popular. 

As best as can be determined, the sharing of eggs represented new life and 

rebirth, and the sharing of them was akin to conferring an Easter blessing upon the receiver.  

Additionally, one of the foods prohibited during Lenten fasts were eggs.  Since chickens didn’t 

stop producing eggs during Lent, a surplus of eggs became available.  These eggs were boiled 

and exchanged on Easter as a delightful way to break the fast. 

The Easter Egg Hunt appeared first in Germany around the time of Martin Luther.  The 

symbolism behind the hunt was the finding of the empty tomb.  

With the creation of plastics, the hard boiled 

eggs were replaced with plastic eggs filled with 

chocolate.  Since chocolate has become a 

“thing” people give up for Lent, the finding of 

plastic eggs filled with chocolate candy 

mirrored the earlier tradition of hard boiled 

eggs.  Both were indicators that the sacrifice 

of Lent was over. 

This Easter, immediately following worship, we will host our annual Easter Egg Hunt.  The 

upper church yard will have 500 plastic eggs hidden (in plain sight) for the kids to find.  The 

church will have bags available for the children to fill with their found treasure.  The event is 

always a blast!  Plan to join us.            Steve Mechem

Easter 2021 
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Ash Wednesday, from soup to rocks 

The Lenten Season started with tables of tantalizing food (of course).  Two kinds of soups 

turned into eight after an email from Pastor Steve suggesting we might not have enough.  

Many volunteer cooks responded with more soups, sandwiches, breads, munchies, and 

desserts.  Voila, we have a similar story to Jesus multiplying the fish and bread for the 

multitudes! 

Another Second Baptist tradition is enjoying food and conversation…so much so…that the 

service was again a bit delayed.  

Worship began with picking up a rock upon entering the sanctuary.  Steve explained that Lent 

is like a rock landing in the water and the ripples that follow.  During Lent we are all 

encouraged to think about the life of Jesus and to act upon something that will help us to grow 

deeper in our faith relationship.  The options as to what a person can do are almost limitless.  

If we allow our new habit, or our new commitment, or our new adventure to become a part of 

our lives, the result may be growth in us that affects the way we live, love, and interact with 

others.  

The service closed with Communion and applying a cross of ashes on foreheads, symbolizing 

repentance of sin.  

Text and photos by Judy Comfort 
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Social Justice Group Reports on Progress and Next Steps 

On Sunday, March 20, both adult Sunday school classes combined for an update by the Social 

Justice Group on their work so far and their future plans.  We watched “The Lie That Invented 

Racism,” by John Biewen, who discussed the relatively new false idea about race and the need to 

address the systemic racism that followed.  Larry Marks stressed the importance of a long-term 

commitment on the part of the church to be actively involved in racial justice issues and proposed 

a partnership with Metropolitan Churches United, which includes 60 churches in the St. Louis area 

working together to address the problem.     

Judy Comfort handed out 

materials on social justice 

legislation pending in the 

Missouri legislature and told us 

how we can contact our 

representatives and 

senators.  Hari Smith talked 

about the need to break the 

school-to-prison pipeline.  Larry 

mentioned that another focus is on affordable housing.  Pat Justis discussed the group’s effort 

to partner with other churches in Central County to provide community-based education about 

racism. 

 We were given a list of books available, some owned by the group and others by Steve 

Mechem.  Copies of the lists are available in the narthex. 

 On the first Sunday of April, May, and June, the Social Justice Group (SJG) is planning to host a 

series of video presentations about social justice and racism, followed by a time to discuss the 

content of the video.  A light lunch will be available after the worship service, followed by the 

video event. The initial event, to be held on Sunday, April 3, will focus on a video of a panel 

discussion by six clergy about the intersection of Christianity and social justice. 

The second event, to be held on Sunday, May 1, will involve a video presentation and question 

period with Heather McGhee about her book The Sum of Us: What Racism Costs Everyone and 

How We Can Prosper Together. 

The third event, to be held on Sunday, June 5, will focus on a video presentation and conversation 

with Ibram X. Kendi, author of the New York Times #1 bestseller, How to Be an Antiracist. 

We hope everyone will come for a time to socialize, eat lunch, and hear and discuss the 

presentations. 

           Larry Marks 
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What a great time was had by everyone at the Chili Cook-off and Talent Show!  

We had 10 chili competitors who made absolutely delicious chilies. It was 

really hard to decide which was the best, but when all the ballots were 

counted, Joy Gardner was the winner.  Congratulations, Joy!  

Following the delicious chili lunch, it was time for the famous Talent Show. 

We have been doing a talent show for 17 years, and it is always so enjoyable 

to see some of our very own members share their special talents.  Joey Ler 

Saw played the piano.  Rev. Hari Smith shared 3 of his beautiful poems of 

love,  dedicated to his wife, Alex.  Mirian and Carey San sang a lovely Karen 

song.  Darryl Briscoe shared a beautiful poem written by Judy Gurley and sang 

one of his favorite songs, “Sweet Caroline.”  Pastor Steve and his wife, Judi, 

brought us The True Story of the Three Little Pigs as told by the Wolf.  While 

Judi read it, Steve told the story in American Sign Language.   

Linda Marks and Cindy Collins did a fun rendition of “It’s My Party,” and Allen 

Neal, Rick Rardin and Jay Jensen were the Beach Boys.  After their rousing 

song, Jay told some jokes for a little added humor.  Then the Hoyt brothers, 

Rick and Jeff, entertained us with a piano duet that was so good they had to 

do an encore.  

Ron Barbre had a very clever whistling quiz.  He whistled many different 

commercials, and the audience tried to guess the product or sing the 

commercial.  Then Allen Neal, Linda Marks and Jay Jensen sang some Peter, 

Paul and Mary songs and ended with all of the audience joining in on “If I Had 

a Hammer.”  Jack Ler Saw sang parts of “Singing Shadow.”  Jack also won a 

bottle of M&M’s by having the closest guess to how many M&Ms there were. 

I truly thank all the entertainers who performed so great.  It was a wonderful 

time enjoyed by all.      Linda Marks 

 

 

Second Baptist Talent Show 2022 
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The youth had a wonderful time bowling at Tropicana 

lanes on Saturday, March 12.   

The youth will meet again at church on April 2nd at 10 

a.m. to prepare Easter eggs for Easter Sunday.  On 

April 9th at 10 a.m., the youth will volunteer at the 

Spring 2022 Confluence Trash Bash at Columbia 

Bottom Conservation Area.  Lastly, the youth will be 

attending Green Lake on July 10-15.  As of now, we 

have 6 youth who are planning to go, and they will be joined by 2-3 adult leaders.  

Good news!  The chili cookoff and talent show on March 13 raised $681 for the youth to go to 

Green Lake’s youth event.  That’s enough to pay the costs of two youth.      

         Henry San, Youth Director 

Helping Ukrainians 

At least 3 million people, mostly women and children, 

have moved into Poland, Hungary and Romania due to 

the terrible war in Ukraine.  The American Baptist 

denomination is requesting that our Great Rivers Region 

help out with financial gifts to be used for the survival of 

these folks in need.  The funds will be utilized for the 

essentials, including food, water and medicines.  Let’s 

help these Ukrainians make their unfortunate 

predicament somewhat livable. 

You can put your contribution in the offering plate or send it to the church address.  Please 

write “One Great Hour of Sharing—Ukraine” on the memo line of your check.  The OGHS 

offering is usually in the summer, but due to the war, we are having it now.  $572 has already 

been contributed.   

The America for Christ offering promotion is also taking place in April, in which funds are 

generated for Home Missions in our own country. 

Thanks for your generosity, 

Rick Rardin, World Missions Chair 

Youth Update 
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Hey Everybody, 

Way back in 1973, the farmer poet from Kentucky, 

Wendell Berry, wrote one of his best known verses.   

The piece was entitled “Manifesto: The Mad Farmer 

Liberation.”   

The poem is a bit too long for this page, so I pass along 

this amazing section: 

 

 

Easter Sunday is April 17.  I want to give you an assignment between now and then.  I ask you 

to spend some time thinking about the phrase “Practice resurrection.”  What might the words 

mean?  What do they mean to you?  How can you practice resurrection? 

Is “practicing resurrection” about attitude or action, about thought or execution, about 

behavior or being?  What do you think “practicing resurrection” means? 

Please, write down your thoughts on what it means to “practice resurrection” and pass them 

along to me.  I can’t wait to read the things you write. 

Let’s take care of each other, 

Steve (he, him, his)  

So, friends, every day do something 

that won’t compute.  Love the Lord. 

Love the world.  Work for nothing. 

Take all that you have and be poor. 

Love someone who does not deserve it. 

Ask the questions that have no answers. 

Invest in the millennium.  Plant sequoias. 

Say that your main crop is the forest 

that you did not plant, 

that you will not live to harvest. 

Say that the leaves are harvested 

when they have rotted into the mold. 

Call that profit.  Prophesy such returns. 

Put your faith in the two inches of humus 

that will build under the trees 

every thousand years. 

Listen to carrion — put your ear 

close, and hear the faint chattering 

of the songs that are to come. 

Expect the end of the world.  Laugh. 

Laughter is immeasurable.  Be joyful 

though you have considered all the facts. 

Practice Resurrection. 

Pastor Steve on Ash Wednesday 
Photo by Donna Pietrucha 

From our pastor. . . 


