
Second Baptist Church   
Open and progressive since 1833 

March 2022 

New Outlook 

Enjoy Good Food and Fun with Friends  

Singers, poetry, jokes, dancers, instrumentalists and more all await you at this year’s talent 

show on Sunday, March 13.  Beginning right after the worship service, you’ll have a chance to 

sample chili made by some of Second Baptist’s terrific cooks and vote on which one you like 

the best.  Then the show will begin.   

If you would like to make chili or be in the talent show, contact Linda Marks or Henry San.  

There is also a sign-up sheet in the narthex.  Any talent you’d like to share is welcome.   

The cost of the meal is $7 per adult and $25 per family.  All of the money raised will go to the 

youth for camp at Green Lake this summer. 

This is always a fun time of laughter and great entertainment.  We hope to see you there! 

The pictures above are from October 2019, our last talent show before Covid.  



Coming Up in March 

Choir will rehearse Sundays at 8:45 a.m. and Ash Wednesday, March 2, at 7:00 p.m.  

Beginning March 10, the choir will rehearse Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. 

Second Sunday choir will sing in the worship service on March 13.  They will rehearse after the 

church service on the other Sundays in March.   

Sunday School for all ages at 9:20 —10:20 a.m.  Note:  This is a time change.   

Worship service Sundays at 10:30 a.m.  In person or live on Facebook at https://

www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/ or later at 2ndbc.org/sermons.  

A service in the Karen language is held in Fellowship Hall after the Sunday worship service. 

There will be NO Faith Recovery Group meeting this month.     

Ash Wednesday supper and service March 2.  Supper is at 5:30 p.m.  The service is at 6:15.   

The Love Chapter will meet Monday, March 7, at 6:30 p.m. in the Community Room.   Note:  

This is a date change.   

The Book Group will meet in the Community Room on Tuesday, March 8, at 1:00 p.m. to 

discuss Saint Maybe, by Anne Tyler.  Jane Mahan will lead.  All are welcome. 

The Social Justice Group will meet via Zoom Tuesday, March 8th and 22nd at 7:30 p.m.  Link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84904265696?pwd=ajB3czZFaHU3M3ZOWDNCQmRIOStwQT09  

Passcode: justice.   

Second Saturday Youth Group will meet at the church March 12 at 10 a.m.  

Talent show and chili cookoff after the worship service on March 13.  See p. 1 for details. 

The Faith Support Group will meet via Zoom Tuesday, March 15, at 6:30 p.m.  The link to 

connect is: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81521781156.  Passcode: faith 

The Church Council will meet Monday, March 21, at 6:30 p.m. in the Community Room.  

 

Lent kicks off on Wednesday, March 2, with a day of ashes and reflection. 

We will begin our time together with a light supper at 5:30.  After food 

and fellowship (a religious word for hanging out), we will proceed to the 

Sanctuary of the Beatitudes at 6:15 for a time of worship.  The theme for 

the evening is “Ripples.”  We will also celebrate the Lord’s Supper and 

share in an ashes ceremony.  The festivities will be over in time for the 

Choir to meet at 7:00. 
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March reflections  

March 6  Beautiful Little Things  

  Matthew 6:25-29 

March 13  Beautiful Kindness 

  Matthew 7:1-5 

March 20  Beautiful Rules 

  Matthew 7:12 

March 27   Beautiful Construction 

  Matthew 7:24-27 

Daily Bible reading challenge 

We will pause our 

reading of the books of 

Joshua and Judges 

during Lent, and you 

will be prοvided with 

daily readings from the 

Gospel of Mark for our Lenten readings.  It 

will be a nice break from the gruesome 

nation building of Yeshua (Joshua) to 

experience the ministry of another Yeshua 

(Jesus).  It should be wonderful fun. 

            Steve Mechem 

The New Outlook is a monthly publication of 

Second Baptist Church of Greater St. Louis.  

Please send articles and photos by March 20 

for the next issue. 

Don’t forget to 

change your 

clocks! 

Daylight savings 

time begins 

Sunday, March 13 

Looking ahead to April 

Our Good Friday Service will be Friday, April 

15, at 7:30 p.m.  The service will provide a 

time of music, scripture and reflection as 

we struggle through Friday and set our 

minds on Resurrection Sunday. 

40—In Scripture, this 

number often indicates a 

time of trial or testing, or 

simply marks significance. 

It rained 40 days and nights during the 

Flood.  Israel wandered in the wilderness 

for 40 years.  Jesus fasted for 40 days and 

was with the disciples for 40 days between 

his resurrection and ascension.  The 

Christian church has long observed 40 days 

of Lent (not counting Sundays). 

Is anything new and exciting going on in 

your life?  If so, we want to hear about it!  

Please pass on your news to Mary 

Shepardson.  If you’ve got news about 

other people in the church, you can pass 

that on, too.  We  get permission from the 

subject of the article before we print it.   

                   Did you know? 

Todd Beamer said the Lord’s Prayer over 

the phone with Lisa Jackson, the woman at 

the call center, before he and others 

attempted to overpower the hijackers of 

Flight 93 on September 11, 2001.  (See 

back page for more on the Lord’s Prayer.) 



World Missions 

This past month we wrapped up this year’s promotion of the Retired 

Ministers and Missionaries offering.  We collected $921.55 for this very 

special offering. Thank you for your generous giving.  If anyone has 

overlooked this, please feel free to send your gift to the church at any 

time.   

The America for Christ promotion will be starting in April.   

Thank you very much, 

Rick Rardin, World Missions, Chair 

At the Super Bowl Party 

Church Beautification Day - April 2 

Time to get our church and grounds looking good!  Plan to come and pitch in as we mulch, 

trim, clean our awesome facility.  Join us for all or only a portion of 8 a.m.—12 p.m. and work 

on anything you think needs attention!  More info to come.  Contact Pat Justis if you have any 

questions.  



Hey Everybody, 

I am so weird!  I say I don’t like fishing because I find it boring, but I can sit on a rock and throw stones 

into a lake or river for hours on end.  Go figure. 

I love watching the ripples.  I throw a rock in a lake and watch the ripples 

expand from where the rock splashes in all the way up to the shoreline.  

It’s fascinating—one small rock can create movement across the entire 

surface of the water. 

Lent, it seems to me, is like a rock landing in the water and the ripples that 

follow.  Let me explain.  During Lent we are all encouraged to think about 

the life of Jesus and to act upon something that will help us to grow 

deeper in our faith relationship. 

Some of us give something up.  Traditionally, people give up meat or chocolate or alcohol.  Others say 

goodbye to caffeine or soda for the period between Ash Wednesday and Easter.  Nowadays, folks 

might take a break from Facebook or television during Lent. 

Others, rather than give something up, take on something new.  They develop a new habit like 

centering prayer, or journaling, or reading the New Testament all the way through.  They learn to 

prayer walk or read a certain author’s work. 

And some decide to get involved—they join a choir or get involved in a social justice campaign.  They 

do something that tangibly helps other people. 

The options as to what a person can do during Lent are almost limitless.  The one requirement is that 

whatever it is we give up or take up helps us to reflect on who Jesus is in our lives. 

Here’s where the ripple effect comes in.  If we allow our new habit, or our new 

commitment, or our new adventure to go beyond the Lenten Season and let it 

work its way into our lives, we might just discover that our new discipline 

creates growth in us and affects the way we live, love, and interact with others. 

There is an emoji called the “growing heart emoji” or the “ripple heart emoji.”  

The image shows a pink heart, inside a slightly larger pink heart, inside a larger-

again pink heart. It is Intended to give 1) the impression of a heart increasing in 

size or 2) the impression of ripples spreading out from the heart.  

That is my goal this Lenten Season—to see my heart grow and my faith ripple as I encounter my Jesus 

in new and profound ways.  How about you? 

Happy Lent. 

Let’s take care of each other, 

Steve (he, him, his)       



SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

Sunday School for all ages 9:20 a.m. 

Worship service 10:30 a.m. 

Worship in the Karen language 11:30 a.m. 

Telephone & fax (314) 991-3424 

E-mail:  office@2ndbc.org 

Website:  www.2ndbc.org 

Rev. Stephen Mechem, Pastor 

stevemechem@gmail.com 

Rick Hoyt, Moderator 

Second Baptist Church of Greater St. Louis 

An American Baptist Church 

9030 Clayton Road at McKnight 

St. Louis, Missouri 63117-1094 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

To demonstrate the universality of 

the Lord’s Prayer, Steve asked 

others to say it in different 

languages as part of his sermon on 

February 20. 

Judi Mechem said it in Spanish. Marilyn Short played it. 

Monica Eppinger said it in 
Ukrainian.   

Mirian San said it in Karen. Steve Mechem said it in 
American Sign Language. 


