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New Outlook 

Let’s get together!   

Feeling alone after all these months of isolation and stress?  Join friends at Second Baptist in one or more of 

our small groups.  Daytime, evening, in person, or on Zoom, find a group that’s right for you.    

Choir   
During the program year, the Second Baptist Choir 

meets most Thursday nights and Sunday mornings for 

rehearsal.  It feels great to join our voices together in 

song to praise God and provide beauty and inspiration 

in worship.  We have a lot of fun and pride in doing it 

together as a group, and it feels wonderful to 

experience the feeling when the whole is truly greater 

than the sum of its parts.  We always end our Thursday 

night rehearsals by sharing our joys and concerns together in prayer.  We are truly a support group as well as 

a choir.  And we are always delighted to have new singers.  Come join us!   Contact:  Marilyn or Brad Short 

The Book Group 

Love to read?  Join your fellow book lovers in the Community Room at 1:00 p.m. the second Tuesday of each 

month for a lively discussion of a fiction book.  Upcoming books include Harlem Shuffle, by Colson 

Whitehead (February), St. Maybe, by Anne Tyler (March), The Book of Lost Friends, by Lisa Wingate (April), 

and The Lincoln Highway, by Amor Towles (summer).  Contact:  Jane Mahan 

The Faith Support Group meets on Zoom the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.  We share what is 

going on in our lives and care for each other.  Sometimes we talk about brief readings supplied by a member 

of the group.  And we pray for each other.  See p. 4 for how to connect.  Contact:  Brooke Justis.   

The Faith Recovery Group focuses on developing a healthy faith after experiencing the destructive effects of 

toxic religion.  We talk about our experiences as well as study and discuss resources that can help.  If you 

have had negative experiences with religion, want to support people who have, or want to reflect with 

others on what a vibrant, healthy faith might look like, come join us.  Meets in the pastor’s study at 6:30 

p.m. on the first Tuesday of each month.  Contact:  Mary Shepardson 



The Love Chapter provides a safe space for LGBTQ+ folks and their families and friends, as 

we gather to support, learn, laugh, and grow together.  We discuss the realities of being an 

LGBTQ+ person or the parent of one.  We focus on how we can be allies who stand beside 

our LGBTQ+ family and friends.  The group is open to anybody and is intended to be a safe, 

supportive space for thoughtful conversation.  We normally meet in the Community Room at 6:30 p.m. on 

the second Monday of each month, but this month we are meeting on February 7.  Contact:  Steve Mechem 

The Social Justice Group 

After taking a bit of a break for the holidays, the Social Justice Group met on January 18th to strategize about 

our next steps.  The group has decided to focus on four activities: 

1. Providing our congregation with information about Social Justice/Racism issues through a tab on our 

church’s website (please check it out), a library on racism to be located in the narthex, and updates about 

events of interest. 

2. Identifying a video series or book about racism that can be used as a catalyst for a series of discussions 

about the topic. 

3. Tracking proposed legislation dealing with social justice/racism (primarily at the Missouri legislature level) 

with opportunities for individual responses. 

4. Identifying ways that we can influence the unmet need for affordable housing. 

Our next group meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 8, at 7:30 p.m. via Zoom.  The link is  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84904265696?pwd=ajB3czZFaHU3M3ZOWDNCQmRIOStwQT09). Passcode: 

justice.  We would love to have others join our efforts.  Please let me know if you would like to participate or 

have any questions about the group’s activities.  Contact: Larry Marks 

Second Saturday  

The Second Baptist youth meet every second Saturday at 10 

a.m. at church or via Zoom.  We are joined by Pastor Steve, who 

leads us in Bible study and group discussion.  Then we plan 

activities and volunteering for the next couple of months.  We 

also play games and enjoy delicious food.  Some fun activities 

the youth do throughout the year are church lock-ins, bowling 

with family, movie nights, and volunteering.  We have 

volunteered at World Food Day food packaging, Confluence 

Trash Bash, Kids Enjoy Exercise Now Saint Louis (KEEN St. Louis), 

Gateway Greening Gardening, and Christmas caroling.  Every summer 

the youth attend a summer camp in Green Lake, Wisconsin, where we 

grow closer to God, experience God's love, and grow closer as a group.  

The youth got together Friday night, January 21st, for a lock in.  They had 

a great night spending time together and played many fun games (Bible 

Trivia, board games, Nintendo Switch).  Thank you to Pastor Steve and Jill 

San for joining us.  The next youth meeting (Second Saturday) is  

February 12, at 10 a.m.  Contact:  Henry San 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84904265696?pwd=ajB3czZFaHU3M3ZOWDNCQmRIOStwQT09


“I don't know Who — or what — put the question.  I don't know when it was put. I don't 

even remember answering.  But at some moment I did answer Yes to Someone — or 

Something — and from that hour I was certain that existence is meaningful and that, 

therefore, my life, in self-surrender, had a goal.”  

  Dag Hammarskjöld, Secretary-General of the United Nations, 1953-1961 

  Posthumously awarded the Nobel Peace Prize, 1961 

Everyone is invited to Mike and Bev Apple’s home on Sunday, February 13, at 5:00 

to watch the Super Bowl game.  It begins at 5:30.  Please bring an appetizer, side 

dish, or dessert to share.  Meat and drinks will be provided.  Join us for an evening 

of game watching, conversation, fun, and great food.  Please sign the sheet in the 

narthex if you can come.       

Coming up in March 

• We will celebrate Ash Wednesday on March 2.  Hopefully, the Covid situation will be at a place where we 

can meet for a simple meal at 5:30.  Following supper, we will meet in the sanctuary at 6:00 for a service 

of Ashes and Communion.  The choir will practice following the service. 

• After being isolated for so long, it’s time for some fun!  Join your 

Second Baptist friends for a talent show and chili cookoff on 

Sunday, March 13, after the worship service.   

If you’d like to make chili or be in the talent show, contact Linda 

Marks or Henry San.  Any talent you’d like to share is welcome.   

The cost is $7 per adult and $25 per family.  All of the money 

collected will go to the youth for attending camp at Green Lake 

and other activities.   
Darryl Briscoe and Linda Marks singing 

“Only You” in 2019, at our last talent show 

St. Valentine was a Christian priest and martyr who lived about A.D. 270. The 

Roman emperor at the time was Claudius II, who had been a successful general.  He 

would not allow his soldiers to marry, because he wanted to make sure they could 

go to battle quickly.  He thought family ties would make the men reluctant to leave 

home.  Because Valentine promoted marriage and family life, he was jailed and 

later convicted of going against the orders of the emperor.  He was martyred on 

February 14, the day we remember him and our loved ones.  

While he was in jail, the jailer’s daughter befriended him.  He wrote her a letter of appreciation and signed it 

“Your Valentine.”  The tradition of exchanging valentines grew out of that heartfelt gesture.  



February reflections  

February 6  Beautiful Alternatives 

  Matthew 5:48 

February 13  Beautiful Anonymity 

   Matthew 6:1-4 

February 20  Beautiful Prayer 

   Matthew 6:7-13 

February 27   Beautiful Treasure

   Matthew 6:19-21 

February schedule   

Choir rehearses Sundays at 8:45 a.m. and Thursdays at 

7:00 p.m.  

Second Sunday choir will rehearse at 10:10 a.m. on 

February 13 and then sing in worship.  We will rehearse 

after the church service on February 6, 20, and 27.  

Sunday School for all ages at 9:30 a.m.   

Worship service Sundays at 10:30 a.m.  

In person or live on Facebook at https://

www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/ 

or later at 2ndbc.org/sermons.  

A service in the Karen language is held in Fellowship Hall 

after the Sunday worship service. 

Faith Recovery Group will meet Tuesday, February 1, at  

6:30 p.m. in the pastor’s office. 

The Book Group will meet in the Community Room on 

Tuesday, February 8, at 1:00 p.m. to discuss Harlem 

Shuffle, by Colson Whitehead.  Rick Rardin will lead.  All 

are welcome.      

The Social Justice Group will meet via Zoom Tuesday, 

February 8, at 7:30 p.m.  See p. 2 for the link.   

Second Saturday Youth Group will meet at the church 

February 12 at 10 a.m.  

Super Bowl party at the Apples’ home on Sunday, 

February 13 at 5:00 p.m. 

The Love Chapter will meet Monday, February 7, at 6:30 

p.m. in the Community Room.  Note:  This is a date 

change.  

The Faith Support Group will meet via Zoom Tuesday, 

February 15, at 6:30 p.m.  To connect, enter:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81521781156  

Passcode: faith 

The Church Council will meet Monday, February 21, at 

6:30 p.m. in the Community Room.  

February is Black History Month. 

Daily Bible reading challenge 

Have you survived the 

book of Revelation? I 

know, it’s weird.  But 

there is a certain flourish 

to this writing style. 

As we wrap up the Apocalyptic Vision of 

John, we will turn our attention to a little 

history (or a lot of history, and a 

theologically interpreted history at that).  

We will follow the Hebrews as they leave 

the wilderness and move into the Promised 

Land.  We will plan to read Joshua and 

Judges back to back, which gets us from the 

wilderness to a king.  It will be great fun! 

            Steve Mechem 

I HAVE DECIDED  

TO STICK WITH  

LOVE.   
HATE IS TOO GREAT  

A BURDEN TO BEAR. 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

https://www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/
https://www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/
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From our pastor. . . 

Hey Everybody, 

February is Black History Month. It is a very good 

time to read something new, to learn something 

new, to try something new.  I looked at the books 

on my shelf and created a suggested reading list for 

Black History Month.  I would be glad to let you 

borrow any of them.  Just let me know. 

Biographies and Autobiographies (Many of books 

outside this category are filled with personal life 

experiences from the authors as well.) 

Dreams from My Father, by Barack Obama 

Let the Trumpet Sound: A Life of Martin Luther King 

Jr., by Stephen Oates 

The Autobiography of Martin Luther King Jr. 

The Autobiography of Malcolm X,  as told to Alex 

Haley 

Long Walk to Freedom, by Nelson Mandela  

Walking with the Wind, by John Lewis 

Graphic Non-Fiction 

March, Volumes 1, 2, 3, by John Lewis and others 

Still I Rise: A Graphic History of African Americans, 

by Roland Laird 

Poetry 

The Collected Poems of Paul Laurence Dunbar 

Call Us What We Carry, by Amanda Gorman 

Maya Angelou: The Complete Poetry 

African American Poetry: 250 Years of Struggle and 

Song, by Kevin Young 

Close to Home 

Black in the Middle: An Anthology of the Black 

Midwest, by Terrion L. Williamson 

Violence Against Black Bodies: An Intersectional 

Analysis of How Black Lives Continue to Matter, 

edited by Sandra E. Weissinger, Dwayne A. Mack, 

and Elwood Watson 

White Castle with Jesus and Uncle Ray at the Used 

Tire Shop, by Sylvester Brown 

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, by Maya Angelou 

Good Reads 

How to Be an Anti-Racist, by Ibram X. Kendi 

To Kill a Mockingbird, by Harper Lee  

Black Like Me, by John Howard Griffin 

Why We Can’t Wait, by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Strength to Love, by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Roots, by Alex Haley 

Hope and History, by Vincent Harding 

“Why Are All The Black Kids Sitting Together in the 

Cafeteria?” and Other Conversations about Race, by 

Beverly Daniel Tatum 

Farming While Black, by Leah Penniman 

Let’s take care of each other, 

Steve (he, him, his)  

On March 6 Steve’s Sunday School Class will begin studying Greg Boyd’s book Inspired Imperfection: How the 

Bible’s Problems Enhance Its Divine Authority.  Let Steve know if you’d like a copy of the book.  The cost is 

$15.39. 

https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Sandra%20E.%20Weissinger
https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Dwayne%20A.%20Mack
https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Elwood%20Watson


SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

Sunday School for all ages 9:30 a.m. 

Worship service 10:30 a.m. 

Worship in the Karen language 11:30 a.m. 

Telephone & fax (314) 991-3424 

E-mail:  office@2ndbc.org 

Website:  www.2ndbc.org 

Rev. Stephen Mechem, Pastor 

stevemechem@gmail.com 

Rick Hoyt, Moderator 

Second Baptist Church of Greater St. Louis 

An American Baptist Church 

9030 Clayton Road at McKnight 

St. Louis, Missouri 63117-1094 

City hopes to save Second Baptist’s former home  

In an article on January 24, the Post Dispatch reported that the city is 

considering using a “Demolition by Neglect” ordinance to hold the 

owner of the former Second Baptist Church building on Kingshighway 

accountable for the building’s deterioration, especially after a fire last 

October damaged the bell tower.  The building is on the National 

Register of Historic Places.   

The city can use the ordinance to make emergency repairs to stabilize a 

building and bill the owner for the work.  However, to get to that point, 

the process would involve multiple hearings.   

Dr. Gurpreet Padda, the building’s current owner, bought it 8 years ago 

with plans to turn it into a brewery.  But the plans did not materialize.  

Monica Butler, owner of The Butler group, hopes to buy the property and turn it into a Gospel Museum Hall 

of Fame by the end of the year. 

Both Phyllis Westin and Larry Marks attended church at this building.  It was built in 1908, and the church 

occupied it until 1958, when the current building was completed.   

Taken in November 2020,  
before the fire 


