
Second Baptist Church   
Open and Progressive since 1833 

January  
2022 

New Outlook 

Jill San: 
“The Gift That 
Lasts Forever” 

Melissa Bancks: 
“The Leap of 

Faith” 

Cindy Collins: 
“A Flameless 

Candle” 

Brooke Justis: 
“Christmas Poem 

2021” 

Ron Barbre read 
Hari Smith’s  

“Let Love Show 
Us the Way.” 

Jerry Keeney read 
his grandson 
Ryan’s poem 
“Homebody,”  
and his own 
“New World 
Aborning.” 

The Poets 

Judi Mechem and Marilyn Short 
played a piano duet,  
“Carol of the Bells.” 

The choir sang “Awaken and Prepare Us,” “Love Can!”  
“Walk in the Light,” and “Little Drop of Heaven.” 

Photos by Judy Comfort 



Bev Apple oversaw 
a reception after 

Songs and Sonnets. 

Mike Apple made all 
the cookies. 

Mirian and Carey San 
brought Karen food 

After Songs and Sonnets 

Photos by Pat Justis 

Christmas Eve 2021 



January Reflections  

January 2  Beautiful Hopes 

   Matthew 3:1-5 

January 9  Beautiful Rest 

   Matthew 4:11 

January 16  Beautiful Words 

   Matthew 5:1-2  

January 23   Beautiful Blesseds 

   Matthew 5:3-10  

January 30  Beautiful Light 

   Matthew 5:14-16 

January Schedule   

Choir rehearses Sundays at 8:45 a.m. and 

Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.  

Sunday School for all ages at 9:30 a.m.  The 

Gurley Bible study class is studying Romans, led by 

Jerry Keeney.  It meets in the Community Room. 

The Living Faith Class is studying How the Bible 

Actually Works, by Peter Enns.  The class is led by 

Steve Mechem and meets in Fellowship Hall.  

Worship service Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 

In person or live on Facebook at https://

www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/  

or later at 2ndbc.org/sermons.  

Second Sunday choir will rehearse on January 16 

and 30th right after the church service. 

A service in the Karen language is held in 

Fellowship Hall after the Sunday worship service. 

Second Saturday Youth Group will meet  January 

8 at 10 a.m.  

The Love Chapter will meet Monday, January 10, 

at 6:30 p.m. in the Community Room.    

The Book Group will meet in the Community 

Room on Tuesday, January 11,  at 1:00 p.m. to 

discuss Anxious People, by Fredrik Backman.  The 

Jensens will lead.     

A congregational meeting to vote on the  2022 

budget will be held in the sanctuary after church 

on Sunday, January 23.  Because of Covid 

concerns, we will not have a meal this year. 

The Church Council will meet Monday, January 

24, at 6:30 p.m.  Note: This is a date change to 

avoid the MLK holiday.    

The Faith Support Group will meet via Zoom 

Tuesday, January 18, at 7 p.m.      

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81521781156  

Passcode: faith 

Daily Bible Reading Challenge 

As we begin a new year, we will 

(gulp) turn our attention to the 

last book of the New 

Testament, the book of 

Revelation.   

With your permission, I will begin the readings 

with an overview of my own thoughts on the 

book of Revelation and a little detail about the 

genre of literature it represents.  

If you are like me, you tend to shy away from 

Revelation because it is impossible to understand 

and is, well, kind of weird.  So, we are going to, 

together, hold hands, take a deep breath, and 

plunge into the deep end of John’s extraordinary 

tome.  It should be fun. 

    Steve Mechem 

The Apples are hosting 

a Super Bowl party on 

February 13.  See the 

bulletin or February 

Outlook for details.    

https://www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/
https://www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/
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A Spontaneous Melodrama 

At the Church Christmas Dinner on 

December 5, Pastor Steve narrated a 

spontaneous melodrama.  Members of the 

audience were assigned on the spot to be 

Jeremiah Bullfrog, the owner of the house, 

his granny, his dog, the fireplace, the door, 

the Christmas tree, and the evil Severus 

Whiplash, who crashed through the door 

with plans to steal the Christmas tree and 

the Bullfrogs’ Christmas joy.  The audience 

played a role, too, howling and 

hissing at the appropriate times.               

While Jeremiah was hiding behind 

an umbrella, the dog was injured 

trying to attack Whiplash, and the 

Christmas tree was knocked to the 

floor.  But—Emilia Good-for-

Something appeared just in time to save the day, knocking Whiplash 

down with the umbrella, causing him to trip over Granny and roll out the door.  The Bullfrogs’ Christmas was 

saved!  And the audience went wild with their applause. 

After the Melodrama. . . 

 

 

 

 

 



From our pastor. . . 

Hey Everybody, 

A church in my home town once had the theme “Keeping the Main 

Thing the Main Thing.” This statement was found on their bulletin every 

week, it was emblazoned on banners in the sanctuary, and it was on the 

church letterhead. 

I liked the motto because it opened the door for some great 

conversations.  For example, one question might be, “If our goal is to 

‘keep the main thing the main thing,’ what is the main thing?” 

I think the question is a good one to ask as we enter a new year:  “What is Second Baptist 

Church’s main thing?” 

Some might suggest that our history is our main thing.  After all, we have been around 200 

years.  We have established 2 dozen churches around St. Louis and led our community in 

spiritual leadership over successive generations.  

Others might say that our facilities are our main thing.  When our congregation built here in 

the mid-1950’s, the intention was to create a facility which would enliven our spirits to 

worship God and create authentic community. 

Still others would say that our main thing is our mindset.  We take pride in our open and 

progressive ways—open hearts, open doors, open minds! 

Some of us say that our precociousness is our highest virtue.  After all, we have been kicked 

out of a couple church associations over the years for our liberal ways.  We smile when we 

talk about it. 

Others would point to our willingness to ask questions and challenge assumptions as our 

greatest strength.   

There are some who would point to Leon’s document “This We Believe” and express the view 

that our commitment to freedom—freedom to believe, freedom to explore, freedom to 

dissent, and freedom to express our convictions—is our greatest strength. 

There are more than a few people who would say that worship in the Sanctuary of the 

Beatitudes is our main thing, others might say that our music is what defines us, still others 

would place supreme value on our fellowship.  

I would be interested to know what you think our “main thing” is?  Text me or email me your 

thoughts. 



For me, I would define our main thing as love!  

It is a love that finds its source in the heart of God and flows through us to the people around 

us.  It is a love that produces kindness, acceptance, generosity and graciousness.  It is a love 

that generates a yearning for justice and a desire for equality.  Love, it is who we are, it is our 

motivation, it is our lifeline to each other. 

Let’s take care of each other, 

Steve (he, him, his)  

Missions Corner 

Local Missions:    

Second Baptist donated an amazing $1,033 to Antioch Baptist Church for 

Christmas families in need.  From Steve: “Our donation will ensure that 

three families will have presents, food, and some other fun stuff this 

Christmas Season.”  Thank you, Second Baptist, for your generous gifts 

for our Antioch friends!  Your love reaches far beyond the walls of our 

sanctuary.  Any remaining gifts for Antioch collected through the Christmas holiday will be 

saved for our donation next year.   

-Melissa Bancks, Community Mission Chair 

World Missions 

An update on the giving to our recent Special Offerings:  In November we 

wrapped up this year’s World Mission Offering with a total of $820.  Giving to 

the WM Offering is essentially giving to the International Ministries arm of 

our denomination, the backbone to our spreading God’s word.  In the 

process, our dollars help attack disease, starvation, and ignorance so that our 

friends in faraway places can contribute to God’s plan. 

The other offering in the works is the Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering, which 

began at our Christmas Eve Service and will continue through the month of January.  These 

funds supplement the incomes of these very special people who have added so much to our 

lives.  It is a way to say “Thank You” for a job well done. 

Those of you worshipping at home can send your gift to the church for either of these two 

offerings, the WMO & the RMMO.   Thanks for your generosity. 

-Rick Rardin, World Missions Chair 


