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                         Annual Christmas Dinner and Entertainment 
 

You are invited to join your church family for a celebration of the holidays as we gather at 5:00 on 

Sunday evening, December 5, in Fellowship Hall. 

The evening will begin with a catered dinner.  The cost is $9 for adults and $5 for children (2 years old 

through 12).  The maximum cost per family is $26. (If you want to come to the dinner, but can’t afford 

it, contact Pastor Steve.) 

Following the meal, we will enjoy a fun time together celebrating!  Our evening will include music, 

readings, a skit, some brain work, and a visitor from the North.  It will be great fun.  Plan to join us.  

Please sign up in the narthex or contact Steve (217.853.6910) if you plan to attend.   

Songs and Sonnets Service 

We are excited about this year’s Songs and Sonnets Service!  It will be held 

December 19 at 10:30 a.m. and will feature original poetry written by our own 

congregants.  The choir is practicing long and hard to offer four special anthems 

that day.  We’ll start with the rousing “Awaken and Prepare Us,” by Mark 

Hayes, which includes a lovely Advent text that incorporates the hymn “Come, 

Thou Long-Expected Jesus.”  The next anthem will be the lively “Walk in the 

Light,” arranged by Andre Thomas, which includes the hymn “Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing.”  Then 

we’ll sing the beautiful “Love Can!” by Jay Rouse, which tells of the hope Jesus brought into the world 

and weaves in the hymn “Away in a Manger.”  Our closer will be the prayerful “Little Drop of Heaven,” 

by Pepper Choplin.  Judi Mechem and Marilyn Short are even planning to throw in a piano duet of 

“Carol of the Bells” at some point!   

It promises to be an outstanding morning of worship.  Please plan to come join us, and bring your 

friends and family. 

           - Marilyn Short 



Poinsettias! We will once again have live poinsettias in the Sanctuary during 

Advent.  You may donate a poinsettia “in honor of,” “in appreciation for,” or “in 

memory of” a special person in your life by filling out the form in the bulletin or by 

contacting Steve at 217.853.6910 by December 5.  The cost is $12.   

Poinsettias will be displayed on the chancel from December 12 through Christmas Eve.  You may 

take yours home after that.   

Christmas Eve Service 

We are looking forward to the church’s annual Christmas Eve service, which 

will be held December 24 at 5 p.m.  The choir’s anthem that evening will be a 

gorgeous setting of the hymn “In the Bleak Midwinter,” by Harold Darke.  

Marilyn Short will play a piano solo of the Austrian lullaby “Still, Still, Still.”  

The congregation will sing several Christmas carols and then close with the 

traditional candle-lighting and singing of “Silent Night.”  Please plan to join us 

for this memorable, family-friendly evening of worship and celebration! 

         —Marilyn Short 

On Saturday, October 30, the American Baptist 

Churches USA Anti-Racism Task Force held a 

symposium via Zoom.  Over 100 people 

attended, 14 of whom were from Second Baptist.   

The symposium began with a keynote address by Rev. Dr. Elyse Barry of the Council of Health and 

Human Service Ministries of the United Church of Christ on “Racism as a Public Health Crisis.”  

Participants met in small groups to discuss her talk, and then five pastors of American Baptist 

churches presented papers.    

Dr. Marvin McMickle reflected on Critical Race Theory.  Dr. Corey Fields urged turning up the 

volume on those things that we are already doing.  Rev. Janna Louie advocated for Christians in 

the U.S. to listen to voices from the global south and the global east, particularly to those who 

have been powerless.  Rev. Carolyn Matthews charged us to be honest about our American 

history and discussed the issue of reparations.  Dr. Shane Kinnison encouraged working within 

our local context to expose the roots of racism to the light and work toward health.  

Second Baptist’s Social Justice Group and others from Second who attended the symposium met 

to discuss what they heard two days after it was held.  Stay tuned for what they plan to do next 

to combat racism where we live.     

You can view the symposium at  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0MSiY6o4njk 



December Reflections  

December 5  Beautiful Memories 

   Luke 1:1-4 

December 12  Beautiful Celebrations 

   Luke 2:8-13 

December 19  Songs and Sonnets  

   Beautiful Stories 

   Luke 2:1-8  

December 24   Beautiful Gatherings 

   Luke 2:15-16  

December 26  Beautiful Endings 

   Luke 2:19-20 

December Schedule  

Choir rehearses Sundays at 8:45 a.m. and 

Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.  

Sunday School for all ages at 9:30 a.m.  

Worship service Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 

In person or live on Facebook at https://

www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/  

or later at 2ndbc.org/sermons.  

Second Sunday choir rehearsals on Sundays 

right after the church service. 

A service in the Karen language is held in 

Fellowship Hall after the Sunday worship 

service. 

The Faith Recovery Group  will meet 

Tuesday, December 7, at 6:30 p.m.in the 

pastor’s office.  This is a time change. 

Second Saturday Youth Group will meet  

December 11 at 10 a.m.  

The Love Chapter will meet Monday, 

December 13, at 6:30 p.m. in the 

Community Room.    

 The Church Council will meet Monday, 

December 13, at 6:30 p.m.  

The Book Group will meet in the 

Community Room on Tuesday, December 

14, at 1:00 p.m. to discuss Noel Street, by 

Richard Paul Evans.  Sandy Dixon will lead.     

The Faith Support Group will meet via 

Zoom Tuesday, December 21, at 7 p.m.      

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81521781156  

Passcode: faith 

Hanukkah at Second Baptist   

Happy Hanukkah! Hanukkah 

began on Sunday evening, 

November 28 and will last 

for 8 days.  Last year, several 

of you joined Judi and me by 

setting up menorahs in your homes and 

lighting the candles each night.  We invite 

you to do it again.     

I have sent a Hanukkah guide by email so you 

can join in the fun if you would like, 

Steve 

Daily Bible Reading Challenge 

For our Bible Reading 

Challenge in December we 

will focus on “Light” passages 

during the first days of Advent 

(in honor of Hanukkah) and 

transition to Advent devotions to lead us to 

Christmas Day. 

https://www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/
https://www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/
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What a wonderful day we had celebrating the 

60th anniversary of Fred Adams’ ordination!  Most 

of Fred and Fran’s descendants were there.  

Pastor Steve presented Fred with an artist’s 

canvas with a picture of a young Fred in the 

middle and greetings from members of the 

congregation around it.     

Steve also read a letter of congratulations from 

Dwight Stinnett, retired Executive Minister of the 

Great Rivers Region where Fred was Area Minister for 22 years.  The 

letter said, in part:  “We were together in good, bad, and ugly 

circumstances, but you were always a pastor.  Your care for 

churches and other ministers, especially in Area V, was always 

evident.  That pastoral care and connection extended to your 

colleagues and the denomination. . . 

God gave us all a great gift when you were called to ministry.  I am 

grateful for others who recognized that call and laid hands on 

you.  May the God of all mercies continue to bless you, Fran, and 

your family in this unique season of ministry.” 

 

Local Missions  

You did it!!  I want to extend a personal thank you to the members and 

friends of Second Baptist, Sanctuary of the Beatitudes, for defying gravity 

once again, and giving generously to help our friends at Antioch Baptist enjoy 

a Thanksgiving dinner.  With only two weeks to collect funds, we surpassed 

all expectations, raising $1320!!  We sent $800 to go directly to Antioch’s Thanksgiving turkey 

dinner purchase!  The remainder of $520 will kick off our Antioch Christmas Toy Fund and our 

Christmas giving for an Antioch family in need.  Antioch will give us more information about 

the family’s needs as we get closer to Christmas.     

Second Baptist, thank you for your support of our critically important local missions.  You 

continue to show how a small church can make a BIG difference!     

                 -Melissa Bancks, Community Mission Chair 

Honoring Fred Adams  



From our pastor. . . 

Hey Everybody, 

For one of our Thanksgiving reflections, I shared with you the wonderful poem “Gratitude,” by 

Mary Oliver.  I liked the poem so much that I wanted to share it again here (you will be given 

an assignment at the end). 

Gratitude 
by Mary Oliver 

What did you notice? 

The dew-snail; 

the low-flying sparrow; 

the bat, on the wind, in the dark; 

big-chested geese, in the V of sleekest performance; 

the soft toad, patient in the hot sand; 

the sweet-hungry ants; 

the uproar of mice in the empty house; 

the tin music of the cricket’s body; 

the blouse of the goldenrod. 

What did you hear? 

The thrush greeting the morning; 

the little bluebirds in their hot box; 

the salty talk of the wren, 

then the deep cup of the hour of silence. 

When did you admire? 

The oaks, letting down their dark and hairy fruit; 

the carrot, rising in its elongated waist; 

the onion, sheet after sheet, curved inward to the pale green wand; 

at the end of summer the brassy dust, the almost liquid beauty of the flowers; 

then the ferns, scrawned black by the frost. 

What astonished you? 

The swallows making their dip and turn over the water. 

What would you like to see again? 

My dog: her energy and exuberance, her willingness, 

her language beyond all nimbleness of tongue, 

her recklessness, her loyalty, her sweetness, 

her strong legs, her curled black lip, her snap. 



What was most tender? 

Queen Anne’s lace, with its parsnip root; 

the everlasting in its bonnets of wool; 

the kinks and turns of the tupelo’s body; 

the tall, blank banks of sand; 

the clam, clamped down. 

What was most wonderful? 

The sea, and its wide shoulders; 

the sea and its triangles; 

the sea lying back on its long athlete’s spine. 

What did you think was happening? 

The green beast of the hummingbird; 

the eye of the pond; 

the wet face of the lily; 

the bright, puckered knee of the broken oak; 

the red tulip of the fox’s mouth; 

the up-swing, the down-pour, the frayed sleeve of the first snow— 

so the gods shake us from our sleep. 

Now, I would like you to go through the poem again and add at least one thing from your 

personal experience to each section of the poem.  When you have finished, feel free to add 

those things to your Beautiful Things List. 

Enjoy the Holidays!! 

Let’s take care of each other, 

Steve (he, his)  

Youth Update  

The youth are planning on going to Parc Provence Saturday, December 11, at 11 a.m. for 
Christmas caroling.  If anyone would like to join them, please let me know.  

Below are the weeks for Quest 2022. We have yet to decide what weeks the youth will be 
attending next year.   If you are interested in chaperoning our youth at Green Lake in the 
summer of 2022, please let Steve or me know.    

Week 1: June 19-24  Week 3: July 10-15 
Week 2: June 26-July 1 Week 4: July 17-22 
           -Henry San 



SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

Sunday School for all ages 9:30 a.m. 

Worship service 10:30 a.m. 

Worship in the Karen language 11:30 a.m. 

Telephone & fax (314) 991-3424 

E-mail:  office@2ndbc.org 

Website:  www.2ndbc.org 

Rev. Stephen Mechem, Pastor 

stevemechem@gmail.com 

Rick Hoyt, Moderator 

Second Baptist Church of Greater St. Louis 

An American Baptist Church 

9030 Clayton Road at McKnight 

St. Louis, Missouri 63117-1094 

November 7—The choir’s first day to sing in the worship service since March 2020 

Welcome Back, Choir! 


