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 Social Justice Group:  A Symposium and Follow-Up Discussion   

Second Baptist’s Social Justice Group invites you to attend two special events that will address 

the crisis of racial inequality in the United States: 

1)  “The Prophetic Rhythm of Anti-Racism: A Virtual Symposium” is an 

online event on Saturday, October 30,  from 2:00—6:00 p.m CT.  It will 

be a prayerful, thoughtful conversation of pastors, denomination 

leaders, and church members (folks like us!) offered by the Anti-Racism 

Task Force of our denomination, American Baptist Churches USA.     

The symposium will begin at 2:00 p.m. with a keynote address, “Racism as a Public Health 

Crisis.”  Presentations from pastors, leaders, and church members will be given at 4:00.  There 

will also be opportunities for discussion.  We realize 4 hours is a big chunk of time, so if that 

feels like way too much, consider just tuning in to 30 minutes or an hour of it. 

To register, hold the control key down while clicking on this link Registration site or enter  

bit.ly/abcantiracism.  The event is free.   

2)  The Social Justice Group is holding a follow-up event for our church members and friends to 

think prayerfully together.  Two days after the Saturday symposium, on Monday evening, 

November 1, at 7:00 p.m., we will host a meeting to discuss what we heard there.  Please join 

us for that even if you don't get a chance to attend the symposium.  The link to join is  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86274224489. 

We're looking forward to thinking through these issues together and considering how our faith 

would guide our response.  Please join us for any portion that works for you.   

https://ministrelife.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUkdOCtqDkvEtFjAue3rconOID6bL4hcv0A?utm_source=website,+social+media+post&utm_medium=flyer,+newsletter&utm_campaign=anti-racism,+faith
http://bit.ly/abcantiracism
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86274224489


Beautiful Things at Second Saturday 

At the October Second Saturday event, Pastor Steve Mechem led a discussion of beautiful 

things and asked us to make our own list of beautiful things.  We also planned the  activities 

we will be doing before the year’s end.  We will visit the Way of Lights Christmas display at Our 

Lady of the Snows in Belleville, Illinois, on November 20.  We will also volunteer at an animal 

shelter and go Christmas caroling at Parc Provence.  Those dates are still to be determined.  

At Trunk or Treat we raised enough funds for about 650 meals at World Food Day. 

         Henry San, Youth Director 

More from the Social Justice Group. . . 

Based on the responses to the Social Justice Group (SJG) survey/interest finder, we are 

focusing on three short-term activities: 

1.  Identifying a church/organization that is already actively involved in anti-racism 

activities that we can work with; 

2.  Identifying a book and/or an organization’s study program that can be used to educate 

our members and others outside of our congregation regarding racism; and 

3.  Providing information about anti-racism and activities of other organizations in St. 

Louis through a small reference library, a bulletin board, and our church’s website (go 

to the “Ministries” tab and then click on “Social Justice Group”). 

If you would like to join the Social Justice Group, please let me know.  We would love to have 

your input and involvement. 

Larry Marks 

Don’t forget:  Daylight Saving Time ends on November 7.  Fall back! 



November Reflections  

November 7  Who?       

   Psalm 146 

November 14  Beautiful Things  

     Psalm 16:7-11 

November 21  Home Hunting 

   Psalm 132:1-2 

November 28   Beautiful Beginnings  

    Matthew 1:18-21 

November Schedule  

Choir rehearses Sundays at 8:45 a.m. and 

Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. except for 

Thanksgiving week, when they will rehearse 

Tuesday, November 23. 

Second Sunday choir rehearsals will resume 

November 21 on Sundays right after the 

church service. 

Sunday School for all ages at 9:30 a.m.  

Worship service Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 

In person or live on Facebook at https://

www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/  

or later at 2ndbc.org/sermons.  

A service in the Karen language is held in 

Fellowship Hall after the Sunday worship 

service. 

The Faith Recovery Group  will meet 

Tuesday, November 2 at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Community Room. 

The Love Chapter will meet Monday, 

November 8, at 6:30 p.m. in the Community 

Room.     

The Book Group will meet in the 

Community Room at 1:00 p.m. on 

November 9, to discuss Cannery Row, by 

John Steinbeck.  Jane Mahan will lead.   

Second Saturday Youth Group will meet  

November 13 at 10 a.m.  

The Church Council will meet Monday, 

November 15, at 6:30 p.m.  

Faith Support Group will meet via Zoom  

Tuesday, November 16,  at 7 p.m.      

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81521781156  

Passcode: faith 

 Hanukkah at Second Baptist   

Hanukkah begins early this year.  

The first day is November 28.  Last 

year several of you joined Judi 

and Steve in lighting the Menorah 

each of Hanukkah’s eight days.  We will do the 

same again this year.  As you get your 

Menorahs set up, please send Steve a photo so 

we can create another Hanukkah photo album. 

Looking Ahead to Advent 

Keep watching bulletins, email updates and the 

newsletter for more Advent activities as they 

are confirmed. 

November 28  

First Sunday in Advent 

Sunday, December 5 

Christmas Dinner and Celebration in Fellowship 

Hall.  The fun begins at 5:00. 

Sunday, December 19 

The Songs and Sonnets Service at 10:30 a.m. in 

the Sanctuary of the Beatitudes. 

Friday, December 24 

The Christmas Eve Service in the Sanctuary of 

the Beatitudes at 5:00 p.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/
https://www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/
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Trunk or Treat—October 25, 2021 



Daily Bible Reading Challenge 

Thank you for joining the Bible Reading adventure that we have taken 

over the last eighteen months.  We have covered significant swaths of the 

Scripture as we have read together every morning.  We have read 

Genesis, Ruth, Psalms, Proverbs, Song of Solomon, 1 Maccabees, 

Suzanna, Bel and Dragon, Daniel, Jonah, Matthew, Mark, Luke, 1 and 2 

Corinthians, Philippians, Colossians, Ephesians, Philemon, Hebrews, 

James, 1, 2, 3 John, 1 and 2 Peter, and Jude.   

We are now in the midst of reading 1 & 2 Thessalonians and will follow that with readings 

(some biblical and some not) for Thanksgiving, Hanukkah and Advent. 

World Missions 

Let’s continue our generous giving to the World Mission Offering.  When you 

give to this special offering, you are supporting the efforts of our International 

Ministries around the world.  They generate the missionaries who do the 

hands-on work of the Lord.  Missionary doctors to stop the spread of disease, 

agricultural missionaries to help stop the spread of starvation, and missionary 

teachers to help the children and adults tackle this ever-changing world. 

Thanks, 

Rick Rardin, World Mission Chair 

Missions Corner  

Local Missions 

Many thanks go out to Lori Watrous for sending our annual gifts to The 

Biome School, St. Louis Area FoodBank, Room at the Inn, Habitat for 

Humanity and Boys Hope Girls Hope ($200 each) from our Second 

Baptist Local Missions Fund.  Our new donation to The International 

Institute was added to the funds generated by the Community Fund.  

The $125 left over from Antioch donations last year that came in after our gift was received 

will roll over into donations for this year.  We'll hear soon about how Antioch prefers we help 

with their Annual Thanksgiving Dinner and Christmas needs.  Thank you for continuing to 

support this important relationship between our churches!  

Thank you for supporting these programs invested in bettering the lives of children, teens, and 

families in St. Louis.  

Melissa Bancks, Community Mission Chair 



From our pastor. . . 

Hey Everybody, 

So, we were at our Second Saturday Youth Meeting this month when 

I was asked a challenging and important question by one of our 

students.  I was talking about “beautiful things” and our need to 

focus on  

“the best, not the worst;  

the beautiful, not the ugly; 

things to praise, not things to curse.” (Philippians 4:8) 

The student asked, “If we spend all of our time focusing on beautiful 

things, does that mean we ignore all the other stuff?”   

It is such a great question.  If I only focus on the good, does that mean I ignore the harsh 

realities of the world in which we live?  Does the admonition to focus on “beautiful things” 

imply that I ignore poverty, and injustice, and bigotry, and climate change, and war?  

Unfortunately, I fear that there are those who could read Paul’s words in Philippians 4 and 

then choose to live in an imaginary world of unicorns and neon butterflies (wouldn’t that be a 

great world?). 

I believe that the idea of focusing on “beautiful things” is not intended to be an excuse to 

ignore the challenges of life.  Rather, I think that focusing on “beautiful things” leads us to 

strive to make the world a better place for everybody. 

If I understand that there is beauty in the idea that everybody should have enough to eat, then 

I will work for food equity in the world.  If I believe that injustice anywhere is injustice 

everywhere, I will care about justice issues and work for those left behind because that is 

noble.  If I think safe drinking water is good and extreme climate change is not so good, I will 

care enough to make changes in my own life and will advocate for change in the larger society 

to help sustain the beautiful creation God has gifted us. 

It is focusing on the beauty of what might be that will motivate me to work for a better world.  

As Thich Nhat Hanh writes, "Each moment is a chance for us to make peace with the world, to 

make peace possible for the world, to make happiness possible for the world." 

Let’s take care of each other as we pursue the “beautiful things.” 

Steve (he/him/his) 



Tower of Former Second Baptist Church Goes Up in Flames 

News from the St. Louis Post-Dispatch of Tuesday, October 26, 2021: 

The steeple of the building Second Baptist built in 1908 and occupied 

until 1958 went up in flames this morning.  It was seriously damaged but 

still stands.  About 50 firefighters succeeded in containing the flames to 

the steeple.  No-one was hurt.  The building was empty and has been 

vandalized repeatedly. The cause of the fire is being investigated.   

Phyllis Westin and Larry Marks attended the church at this site.   

The deteriorating building has been recognized by the Missouri Alliance 

for Historic Preservation, which placed the site on its “Places in Peril” list 

in 2019.  It is also listed on the National Registry of Historic Places.  

The building has changed hands numerous times since the church moved to its current location.  

For awhile it was being considered for a brewery.  Most recently a group was planning to turn 

the complex into a hall of fame for gospel music.  It is currently owned by Chippewa Lofts LLC.   

See the Post-Dispatch article for more details.  

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

Sunday School for all ages 9:30 a.m. 

Worship service 10:30 a.m. 

Worship in the Karen language 11:30 a.m. 

Telephone & fax (314) 991-3424 

E-mail:  office@2ndbc.org 

Website:  www.2ndbc.org 

Rev. Stephen Mechem, Pastor 

stevemechem@gmail.com 

Rick Hoyt, Moderator 

Second Baptist Church of Greater St. Louis 

An American Baptist Church 

9030 Clayton Road at McKnight 

St. Louis, Missouri 63117-1094 


