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New Outlook 

It’s Trunk or Treat time!  On Sunday, October 24, from 5:00—6:00 p.m., 

Second Baptist Church will host a Trunk-or-Treat event for our neighbors.  

(We will hang around until all the children are gone.) 

Along with car trunks filled with candy, air filled with spooky music, and 

people in great costumes, we will have several games set up this year for 

the kids to play.  

For Trunk or Treat to be successful we need: 

• Cars.  Please consider signing up to provide your trunk (or truck bed) as one of our trunks 

for Trunk-or-Treat.  While we will provide some candy, it works well if the providers of cars  

provide candy as well.  Sign up your car at the Welcome Center at church or contact Steve 

or Judi. 

• Candy.  We will need candy, lots of candy (last time, we ran out and had to make an 

emergency candy run).  There are containers sitting out at the church for you to place your 

donated goodies (nothing home-made please) between now and Trunk-or-Treat day. 

• You.  Since we will be providing some fun games for the kids to play, we will need 

volunteers to help run those games.  You can let Steve or Judi know if you can help or you 

can just show up that evening and say, “I’m here to help.” 
 

It should be a blast! 

Steve 

A Children’s Update  

The nursery and preschool rooms have been deep cleaned and are ready for use.  Melanie 

Keeney is excited about teaching our elementary grades.  Shari Nelson is teaching middle school 

and high school ages.  We still need a preschool teacher.  If you are interested in teaching or co-

teaching our preschoolers, please contact Judi Mechem. 



Calling all companions of cats, dogs, horses, frogs, guinea pigs, gerbils, 

rats, rabbits, birds, gold fish, snakes, and the like.  The annual Pet 

Blessing will be held Saturday, October 9, with a short service at 1:00 

followed by individual pet blessings.  You may either bring your pet or a 

picture of your pet to the service.   

Jon Katz, the author of Katz on Dogs writes, “Animals have come to 

mean so much in our lives. We live in a fragmented and disconnected culture.  Politics are ugly, 

religion is struggling, technology is stressful, and the economy is unfortunate.  What’s one thing 

that we have in our lives that we can depend on?  A dog or a cat loving us unconditionally, every 

day, very faithfully.” 

Or as Kristan Higgins puts it, “When an 85-pound mammal licks your tears away, and then tries 

to sit on your lap, it’s hard to feel sad.” 

Join us for Pet Blessing Day!  October 9 at 1:00. 

The Book Group will meet in person in the Community Room at 1:00 on Tuesday, October 12, 

to discuss Thunder Dog: The True Story of a Blind Man, His Guide Dog, and the Triumph of 

Trust, by Michael Hingson and Susy Flory.  Paula Rardin will lead.   

The Love Chapter sponsored a booth 

at the Tower Grove Pride event on 

Saturday, September 25.  Participants 

at the event could pick up cookies and 

notes of encouragement written by 

members and friends of Second 

Baptist.  The response was amazing!  

So many notes were picked up that 

Dave had to rush home and print 

more.  At least 300 people got a 

message of love and hope that day.   

The Love Chapter  returns to in-person gatherings beginning Monday, 

October 11 at 6:30 p.m. in the Community Room.  This group is 

intended to provide a safe space for LGBTQ+ folks and their families 

and friends, as we gather to support, learn, laugh and grow together.  



October Reflections  

October 3 The Challenge       

  Job 2:1-10 

October 10 Hide and Seek      

  Job 23:1-9 

October 17 Answers 

  Job 38:1-7 

October 24 Dust and Ashes 

  Job 42:1-6 

October 31 The Beginning of the Long One  

  Psalm 119:1-8     

October Schedule  

In-person Sunday School for all ages at 

9:30 a.m.  

Worship service Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 

In person or live on Facebook at https://

www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/  

or later at 2ndbc.org/sermons.  

A service in the Karen language is held in 

Fellowship Hall after the regular Sunday 

worship service in the sanctuary. 

Faith Recovery Group meets via Zoom  

Tuesday, October 5 at 7:00  p.m. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81521781156  

Passcode: faith 

Second Saturday Youth Group   

Meets in person October 9 at 10 a.m.  

Pet Blessing October 9 at 1:00 p.m. 

The Love Chapter will meet in person  

Monday, October 11, at 6:30 p.m. in the 

Community Room.     

The Book Group will meet in person at 

1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 12, in the 

Community Room. 

The Church Council meets in person 

Monday, October 18, at 7:30 p.m. in the 

Community Room. 

Faith Support Group meets via Zoom  

Tuesday, October 19, 7 p.m.      

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81521781156  

Passcode: faith 

Trunk or Treat Sunday, October 24, at 

5:00 p.m. on the upper parking lot. 

Daily Bible Reading Challenge 

Our Summer of Psalms 

has become the Season 

of Harvest Hymns 

(biblical style) as we 

continue to journey 

through the Bible’s 

hymnbook, the Psalms. 

After finishing 5 months of Psalm reading, 

we will turn our attention to some New 

Testament writings, specifically First and 

Second Thessalonians. 

From Rick Rardin:  We received $1345 for the 

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering in 

August.  Thank you for your generosity.  

This month we will  be collecting money for 

the World Mission offering.  Money given is  

used to recruit leaders who excel in 

evangelism, discipleship, and educating 

immigrants and refugees in the teachings of 

Christ.  Let’s continue our generous giving 

and support the World Mission Offering. 

https://www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/
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Launch Sunday was a wonderful day of reconnecting and—finally—meeting in person for 

Sunday School.   

First we picked up juice, coffee, and donuts In the upper parking lot and chatted while we ate. 

 

 

 

 

 

Then Judi gave us instructions and we met in family groups all over the church to create 

collages of “beautiful things” we found in magazines.  Judi will combine them and hang them 

up in the education wing hallway. 

 

 Launch Sunday, September 12, 2021 



After the service we had a barbeque.  It was a great day! 

Mitchell Bancks with his 
farewell cake before leaving 

for college in California  

Then we went to our Sunday School classes.  (Most of these pictures were taken September 26.)  



New additions to Steve’s personal Beautiful Things list: 

1) The lyrics to Joni Mitchell’s song ”Both  

  Sides Now” 

2)   Celebrating uniqueness 

3)   The music played as the ice cream truck  

   drives through the neighborhood 

4)   Cadillac Mountain at sunrise 

5)   Luke’s graduation speech 

6)   Naturalization ceremonies 

7)   Hide and Seek on Roan Mountain 

8)   The words to the Emily Dickinson’s poem, 

   “I dwell in possibility” 

9) Conversations on the bus 

10) That time a camel kissed me 

 Are you adding to your Beautiful things list?  

Congratulations, Jill and Henry! 



Hey Everybody, 

Cadillac Mountain is the highest point on 

the eastern coastline of the United States.  

It sits on Mount Desert Island within the 

Acadia National Park near Bar Harbor, 

Maine. 

From the top of the mountain, the views 

are spectacular.  It is the first place in the 

United States from where the sunrise can 

be enjoyed each day. 

Judi and I (and her folks and our kids), were 

staying in a cabin at Acadia and planned to drive up to the summit of Cadillac to see the 

sunrise.  Judi and I got to talking and decided we would walk up the mountain, with the rest of 

the family joining us at the top by car. 

We did our research on the trails closest to our cabin and hatched a plan to get to the top of 

the mountain just in time for sunrise.  We knew that sunrise would be at 4:50 a.m., so we left 

the cabin a little before 3:00.  With day packs on our shoulders and flashlights in our hands, 

we headed for the trailhead. 

If you have ever wandered in the woods after dark with only a flashlight to illuminate your 

way, you probably know how our trek began—with mis-steps, trips over roots, stubbed toes 

on rocks, a fall or two, wrong trails taken, and limbs hitting foreheads.  

Still we progressed up the trail, slowly, with our eyes upward and onward.  As we climbed up 

the mountain, and as the time got closer to sunrise, the sky lightened up somewhat, making 

the traversing easier. 

Finally, we stepped off the trail and onto the summit and we were privileged to see the sun 

rise far out over the Atlantic Ocean.  It was worth every trip, every fall, and every scrape on 

the forehead to take in that sight in all its glory. 

Even as we sometimes travel in darkness, we are reminded that light is just up ahead.  And 

that is a beautiful thing. 

Let’s take care of each other, 

Steve   

From our pastor. . . 



SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

Sunday School for all ages 9:30 a.m. 

Worship service 10:30 a.m. 

Worship in the Karen language 11:30 a.m. 

Telephone & fax (314) 991-3424 

E-mail:  office@2ndbc.org 

Website:  www.2ndbc.org 

Rev. Stephen Mechem, Pastor 

Rick Hoyt, Moderator 

Second Baptist Church of Greater St. Louis 

An American Baptist Church 

9030 Clayton Road at McKnight 

St. Louis, Missouri 63117-1094 

Helping Each Other Along the Way 

The group formerly known as the Faith Recovery Group has 

restructured itself into two groups, after finding that one hour a 

month wasn’t enough to both support its members and study 

materials that would move us forward.   

The Faith Recovery Group will work with resources for developing a 

healthy faith.  While we will focus on healing from the destructive 

effects of toxic religion, the resources we will be using can be helpful to anyone seeking to grow in faith.  

This group will be led by Mary Shepardson and will meet via Zoom at 7:00 p.m. on the first Tuesday of 

each month.  Its first meeting will be October 5.  We will begin with a study of the book Faith after Doubt, 

by Brian McLaren.   

The Faith Support Group will have as its primary mission caring for each other in these difficult times.  

Participants will keep up with what’s going on in each other’s lives and pray for each other, as well as 

discuss short readings as there is time.  This group is led by Brooke Justis and meets on Zoom at 7:00 p.m. 

on the third Tuesday of each month.  The next meeting is October 19.     

Contact Brooke or Mary for more information.  You are welcome to attend either or both groups.  See  

p. 3 for the Zoom links.  We’d love to have you join us!    


