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New Outlook 

A Different Kind of Launch Sunday 

Sunday, September 12, is the day we launch our fall program.  We’ll be doing things a bit differently 

this year due to the uptick in Covid cases in our area.   

We’ll meet at 9:00.  Instead of our usual continental breakfast, 

we’ll pick up some donuts, juice, and coffee in the upper parking 

lot and gather in the sanctuary at 9:15 for brief introductions to 

the Sunday School classes and an introduction to our theme for 

fall, “Beautiful Things,” based on Philippians 4:8:  “Summing it all up, friends, I’d say you’ll do best by 

filling your minds and meditating on things true, noble, reputable, authentic, compelling, gracious—

the best, not the worst. . .”  (Message Bible)   

Then we’ll be given instructions for an intergenerational activity based on our theme.  Small groups 

will meet throughout the church to do a part of a larger project.  Then at about 10:05 we’ll go to our 

classes.  

If you can help with the set-up, please let Steve know, or just show up around 8:00 and pitch in.   

Because of Covid, the choir’s return has been postponed.  Also, instead of congregational singing, we 

will continue to have soloists sing the hymns from the choir loft while Marilyn plays and everyone 

else follows along in the hymnal.    

After the service on Launch Sunday, we’ll have a cookout with burgers, hot dogs, and brats prepared 

by grillmaster Tim Keeney.  Sides will be catered, so you don’t need to bring anything.  Please wear a 

mask in the serving line.  Tables will be set up outside with a few tables in Fellowship Hall for those 

uncomfortable walking on uneven ground.  Or feel free to bring a picnic blanket.   

These are the plans as of August 25.  If Covid worsens, they could change.  An email from church, 

Sunday announcements, and the website will have any updates.   



 

 

 

As the new Spiritual Growth Coordinator for Children, I am excited about the plans we are 

making for the year.  Like the rest of the church, we will use the theme “Beautiful Things.”  I'm 

looking forward to a great year, beginning on Launch Sunday, September 12th.   

In Sunday School classes we will be starting the fall with lessons on the fruits of the spirit from  

Galatians 5:22: “But the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self control.”  It seems to me that these qualities can help us 

become “beautiful things.” 

Another thing I'm hoping to implement is an extra activity each quarter that will bring all of 

our children and families together for a fun time.  Hopefully it will allow us to invite and get to 

know some neighborhood families.  I haven't put too many details into the plans yet; they are  

a work in progress.  We are working on learning the ages of the children in our congregation. 

Melanie Keeney will teach a class for Grades 1-5, and I anticipate having a preschool class, too.   

I look forward to this next year getting to know children and families better.  I hope everyone 

will be able to participate in some of the planned activities.  Please join us for our Launch 

Sunday celebration as we start with breakfast, a whole group activity, and a short Sunday 

School lesson. 

Judi Mechem 

YOUTH 

Shari Nelson-Faulkner will teach Grades 6-12 in the classroom off of the church office.   

 

 

Living Faith Class 

I recently received an email from a person I do not know. This person, it appears, listened to 

one of my sermons on Facebook or on the website.  In the email he sent to me, he wrote, 

“Listening to your speech makes me wonder if you know anything about the Bible.”  He also 

suggested that what I said didn’t sound very Baptist. 

Actually, I think I sound very Baptist in what I think are the very best of Baptist imperatives like 

freedom of thought, freedom of worship, freedom to interpret, and freedom to challenge.   

My critic may be right in that I don’t think I know much about the Bible, but my reasons for 

thinking that I don’t know much are probably very different than the reasons he might have 

for thinking I don’t know anything about the Bible. 



Well, in the Living Faith Class this year we are going to learn about the Bible.  We will not 

focus much on facts and figures or even stories or theological arguments, but we will strive to 

understand how the Bible works.  To help us in our quest, we will read two books:   
 

• How the Bible Actually Works: In which I explain how an ancient, ambiguous, and diverse 

book leads us to wisdom rather than answers—and why that’s great news, by Peter Enns  

• Inspired Imperfection: How the Bible’s Problems Enhance Its Divine Authority, by Gregory 

Boyd. 

It should be a great class.   

Steve Mechem 

Gurley Class:  Themes in Romans 

The Bill Gurley Bible Class is a gathering of hearts and minds who love to explore, discuss, 

debate – and also argue – the varied points of view that reading the scriptures faithfully can 

inspire.  We read, reflect, pray, and discuss to inform daily behavior in our discipleship 

journey and strengthen our common life in Christ.  This is nourishment for our souls. 

“Themes in Romans” is emerging as a focus for this fall.  Framing the focus in this way will give 

us license to roam, visiting other parts of the biblical story as they appear in Romans, and the 

human story of our own times, in pursuit of the heart’s desire for authentic being and the 

mind’s desire for authentic meaning and the world’s need for authentic, healing personhood 

in community. 

In his letter to the citizens of Rome through the little church(es) there, Paul engages most of 

the major themes of the story of Israel.  He sees this story culminating in Jesus’s conquering 

of evil and its powers of death for this life and the next, fulfilling God’s promise to Abraham 

when God and Abraham launched the covenant of universal family forged in sacrificial justice-

love eons ago.  This sentence may be one of the first “themes” we discuss, debate . . . okay, 

argue.  

With an eye on the overall framework of this story, critically significant to understanding 

Paul’s letter, we will consider such themes as grace, law, love, justification, Israel, koinonia, 

reconciliation, love, covenant, freedom, civil authority, love, church, sin, human “nature,” 

love’s wrath, love’s judgment, God’s righteousness and justice, living “in Christ,” love, hope, 

faith, and finally, love.   

Our approach will include a couple of new features in an effort to broaden our perspective, 

deepen our perception, and open fresh opportunities for the Spirit to fashion in us the fruits 

of new creation.  All are welcome as co-creators. 

Jerry Keeney 



September Sermons  

September 5   Favorites 

    James 2:1-10 

September 12   Beautiful Things  

    Philippians 4:8 

    (The Message Bible) 

September 19   What’s the Source? 

    James 3:13-20  

September 26   Pathfinder 

    James 5:13-20 

September Schedule  

In-person Sunday School for all ages at 9:30 a.m.  

Worship service Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 

In person or on live on Facebook at https://

www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/  

or later at 2ndbc.org/sermons  

A service in the Karen language meets in 

Fellowship Hall after the Sunday worship service in 

the sanctuary. 

The Love Chapter will meet via Zoom 

Monday, September 13, at 6:30 p.m.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/97002580093  

The Book Group will meet in person at 1:00 on 

Tuesday, September 14, to discuss The Book 

Woman of Troublesome Creek, by Kim Michele 

Richardson. 

Jill Dufour and Henry San’s wedding  

Saturday, September 18 at 1:30 p.m. 

Faith Support Group (see next page) 

Tuesday, September 21, 7 p.m.      

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81521781156  

Passcode: faith 

Faith Recovery Group (see next page) 

Tuesday, October 5 at 7:00  

Zoom info same as Faith Support Group  

Second Saturday Youth Group   

Meets on Zoom September 11 at 11 a.m.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2207992707 

Daily Bible Reading Challenge 

After a summer of Psalms, we are halfway 

through the Hebrew Songbook in the 

number of verses read, 2/3 of the way 

through based on individual psalms.  

Therefore we will continue with the Psalms 

through September (and possibly to the end 

of the year). 

Choir Put On Hold 

We had planned to resume Choir 

practice on August 26, but now 

that plan has been put on 

hold.  The church's COVID 

committee decided on August 14 

that we should delay resuming choir 

practice for the moment.  Stay tuned for 

further notice!   

    Marilyn Short 

The Love Chapter of Second Baptist Church will have a booth at the Tower Grove Pride event on 

Saturday, September 25, at Tower Grove Park in South City.  If you would like to participate in the 

preparation beforehand or in staffing the booth on that day, please contact Pastor Steve or 

Monica Eppinger. 

https://www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/
https://www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/97002580093
file:///C:/Users/mary/OneDrive/Documents/@CHURCH/@ Outlook 2021
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/97002580093


The Faith Recovery Group Creates Two Spin-Off Groups 

The Faith Recovery Small Group has decided to become two subgroups.  Everyone is welcome 

to attend either or both groups.  

Members of The Faith Support Group will care for each other in these 

difficult times.  We will keep up with what’s going on in each other’s 

lives and pray for each other.  This group is led by Brooke Justis and 

meets on Zoom (for now anyway) at 7:00 p.m. on the third Tuesday of 

each month.  The next meeting is September 21.  All are welcome.   

The Faith Recovery Group will focus specifically on issues related to developing a healthy faith 

after experiencing the destructive effects of toxic religion.  Eventually, this group hopes to 

offer resources to people outside our church who are looking for a different way to see and 

relate to God than they have known.  Anyone is welcome who has had this experience 

themselves, who would like to know how to help others who have, or who is looking for 

resources for a deeper faith.  This group will be led by Mary Shepardson and will meet via 

Zoom at 7:00 p.m. on the first Tuesday of each month, beginning October 5.  We will begin 

with a study of the book Faith after Doubt, by Brian McLaren.   

Contact Brooke or Mary for more information.  We’d love to have you join us!  

A place to relax and chat 

with all new furniture 
Backpacks for Karen children 

Pastor Carey San speaking at the Karen language service 



The Re-Opening Team 

On March 14, 2020, Pastor Steve, Moderator Jay Jensen, Vice 

Moderator Dave Menninger, Monica Eppinger and music leaders Brad 

Short and Marilyn Short gathered together at BreadCo in Soulard to 

discuss what precautions might be taken in response to the widening 

Covid threat.  The result of that meeting was that we cancelled in-

person worship for the next day and instead recorded the service and 

posted it to our website.  Interestingly, on Sunday afternoon, March 15, St. Louis County imposed 

strict guidelines as well. 

The hope was that a week or two of this arrangement would pass and we would once again be in 

the sanctuary.  But as the virus numbers got worse, the Sanctuary of the Beatitudes remained off 

limits to in-person worship while alternative plans were made to worship via Facebook and post 

services to the website. 

March grew past April and into May and the situation did not seem to be getting better in any 

measurable way.  

In May, Pastor Steve and then Moderator Jay Jensen presented the Church Council with a list of 

people to serve as a Covid Re-Opening Team.  This team would meet regularly to discuss the 

situation and make plans to keep Second Baptist Church safe, healthy, and active during the 

worldwide pandemic.  The team was chosen to 1) represent the medical expertise within our 

congregation, and 2) present a cross section of our congregation that would work diligently on 

behalf of the congregation. 

The Covid Team consisted (and still consists) of Pastor Steve, Brad Short, Marilyn Short, Henry San, 

Dr. Jay Jensen, Joy Gardner, Sharon Parker, Tim Keeney, Pat Justis, Lori Watrous, 2020-2021 

Moderator David Menninger, Monica Eppinger, and Present Moderator Rick Hoyt. 

Every meeting has been held on Zoom with the moderator or Pastor Steve presiding over the 

gathering.  Issues are raised and discussed.  (These issues are often related to changes in 

circumstances or concerns raised by members of the congregation or team members.)  The 

members of the Re-opening Team do their homework and usually come prepared knowing the 

latest from the CDC and area Covid Task Force.  Discussions are full throated, with diverse opinions 

being offered.  The goal of the discussion is to reach consensus, which is accomplished most of the 

time.     

The Re-opening Team set the date July 5, 2020, as our first re-entry into in-person worship.  

To insure a safe reopening, the team developed, following CDC guidelines and through healthy  

back-and-forth discussion, a Re-Opening Plan (which has been used by several other churches in 



their planning).  The plan and the date for reopening was approved by the Church Council, and the 

team relied on input from other medical professionals in our congregation in their deliberations.   

The plan included a face covering mandate, social distancing, no 

congregational singing, the cessation of passing offering plates, no food 

activities, a limit to the number of worshipers present in the Sanctuary, etc. 

As the church reconvened for worship, the congregation responded 

wonderfully to the new reality, and we proceeded accordingly until November, when a nation-wide 

Covid spike forced the Re-opening Team to once again recommend shutting down church activities. 

This shutdown lasted until the end of January, when the team felt that it was again safe to enter the 

sanctuary.  In-person services were offered with all of the Re-opening Plan rules still in place. 

As vaccinations began to increase and numbers of infections decreased, the CDC began to relax face 

covering guidelines and also gave guidance that it was safe (or at least safer) to sing as a 

congregation.  And so the Re-opening Team, adhering to the best medical advice, made face 

coverings optional and reinstated congregational singing. 

Then, as vaccination hesitancy became a major issue and as the Delta Variant 

began to create real problems, the Re-opening Team listened to renewed 

CDC recommendations and is now asking (strongly recommending) that 

people wear face coverings. 

And just recently, again responding to CDC guidelines and concerns from congregation members, 

the Re-opening Team is requesting that the church refrain from congregational singing.  The hymns 

will be played by Marilyn and sung by individuals (kind of like cantors) and the congregation will be 

encouraged to meditate on the hymn verses.  We pray that this approach will present a meaningful 

way to experience the hymns. 

While some see these steps as going backward, it is fair to say that the Re-opening Team is making 

recommendations based on the present reality, which in a Covid pandemic, changes with regularity. 

The Re-opening Team will continue to meet throughout the pandemic and encourages your input in 

the process.  You may talk with any member of the team or you can contact Pastor Steve 

(stevemechem@gmail.com).  All concerns and ideas are discussed by the Team. 

The Re-opening Team has served Second Baptist Church well as it tackles head on the challenges of 

Covid and desires to make recommendations that keep people safe, healthy, and active.   

Many thanks to all of you on the team for your thinking this through so carefully with concern for 

both our physical and spiritual health.  We appreciate you!   

Steve Mechem 

mailto:stevemechem@gmail.com


St. Louis is quickly becoming home for 1,000 Afghan 

refugees.  The International Institute is working hard to help 

folks get settled.   

Below is a list of needed items to help our new 

neighbors.  You may leave donated items in the church foyer 

and we will get them delivered.  If you would like to drop off 

items directly to the International Institute, please call the 

Institute at (314) 773-9090, ext. 182. 

These are some of the biggest needs:   

KITCHEN ITEMS (must be clean): cereal bowls, rice cookers, teapots, can openers, cooking 

utensils and working microwaves 

CLEANING PRODUCTS: laundry detergent, brooms and dustpans, mops and buckets, kitchen 

and bathroom trash cans, working vacuums 

PERSONAL ITEMS: new and unopened toothpaste and toothbrushes, soap, shampoo, combs, 

new socks and underwear, diapers 

GENERAL USE ITEMS: box fans, space heaters, working alarm clocks, umbrellas, 2021 

calendars, new school supplies, flashlights, irons 

LINENS (must be unstained): blankets, sheet sets, new pillows, bath towels 

FURNITURE: small living room chairs, cribs, bassinets, strollers, car seats that are clean, 

unexpired, and haven’t been in an accident  

An Update from World Missions 

We wrapped up the “America for Christ” special offering in May, ending up with a total of 

$1345 of generous giving, something we should all be proud of.   

In the month of August I initiated the “One Great Hour of Sharing” 

offering, which enables us to share in giving for the whole world.  This 

year’s goal is to help limit the following burdens around the 

globe: “Nobody hungry, nobody thirsty, shade from the hot sun and 

shelter from hurricane winds.”  This is a huge “To Do” list, but by giving 

to this special offering we can all be a part of this successful plan.  The pandemic has been an 

obstacle in the way, but we will overcome.  If you haven’t already, please send your gift to the 

church address or simply drop it in the offering plate. 

Thanks for your support, 

Rick Rardin, World Missions 

tel:(314)%20773-9090


From our pastor. . . 

Hey Everybody, 

This has happened to me many, many times.  I am hiking up a trail 

toward the top of a hill and as I look upward, it looks like I am 

almost to the top.  But I soon discover that what I thought was the 

top of the hill is just a short plateau that leads to another ascent 

toward the top.  And there is more climbing to do! 

That’s how I am feeling about the pandemic as we are moving 

toward the fall.  It felt like we were getting to the top (the 

conclusion) as face coverings became optional and in-person events 

began to be on the schedule again. 

But then, we discovered the top is not really the top, but a plateau on the way to the top.  And 

so, even as we celebrate the direction we are going, we face concerns about variants and 

breakthrough cases and vaccination hesitancy. 

It’s easy to feel frustrated, aggravated and even angry about it all. 

Because of that bent toward frustration (maybe 

despair isn’t too strong a word), it strikes me that it 

makes sense to direct our attention differently. 

And so, beginning in September, our theme for the 

next year is “Beautiful Things.”  The theme grows from 

Paul’s letter to the Philippians when he writes, 

“Summing it all up, friends, I’d say you’ll do best by 

filling your minds and meditating on things true, noble, reputable, authentic, compelling, 

gracious—the best, not the worst; the beautiful, not the ugly; things to praise, not things to 

curse.” (Philippians 4:8, The Message)  

As we celebrate this theme, we are committing ourselves to focus on the good, the best, the 

hopeful, and the beautiful.  

Sometimes, on the hike up the hill, I get frustrated when I have to keep climbing because the 

trail continues upward, but sometimes, as I continue to climb I start paying closer attention to 

the trees, the animals, the rock formations and the views, and I discover in the beauty of my 

surroundings that the climb upward is actually full of joy! 

Let’s take care of each other, 

Steve 



Beautiful Things 

by Gungor 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oyPBtExE4W0 

All this pain 

I wonder if I'll ever find my way 

I wonder if my life could really change, at all 
 

All this earth 

Could all that is lost ever be found? 

Could a garden come out from this ground, at all? 
 

You make beautiful things 

You make beautiful things out of the dust 

You make beautiful things 

You make beautiful things out of us 
 

All around, 

Hope is springing up from this old ground 

Out of chaos life is being found, in you 
 

You make beautiful things 

You make beautiful things out of the dust 

You make beautiful things 

You make beautiful things out of us 

Honoring Judy Gurley 

Judy Gurley’s family has endowed an award at the University of 

Missouri—St. Louis (UMSL) in Judy’s honor.  It is called “The Judy Gurley 

Award for Excellence in English Studies.“  

Here is some of UMSL’s formal write up about it:     

Judy Gail Gurley taught in the English department at the University of 

Missouri - St. Louis from the 1980s to the early 2000’s and was well-

known for her expertise, passion and warmth. 

It is the purpose of this fund to honor students who demonstrate especial excellence in English 

and who exhibit the passion for literature and compassion for others that Professor Gurley 

exemplified in her instruction and interaction with students.  

Pastor Steve presenting Mitchell 

a Bible in honor of  his high 

school  graduation  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oyPBtExE4W0

