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Second Baptist Church
Open and Progressive since 1833
Rick Hoyt Becomes Moderator
The Second Baptist congregation elected Rick Hoyt as moderator for
the 2021-2022 program year, which began July 1.
Rick grew up in Quincy, Illinois, where his family attended Central
Baptist Church, an American Baptist congregation. He attended
UM—St. Louis and graduated in 1976 with a major in chemistry.
After a short stint as a research associate at Washington University
School of Medicine, he joined Mallinckrodt Pharmaceuticals in St.
Louis as a chemist.

Not long after graduation Rick began attending Second Baptist, “in part because of the
welcome from Dot Rice and Bob and Meg Gilmore, and in part because of the leadership of
Harold Hoffman.”
Rick continued to work for Mallinckrodt until 2019, the last 20+ years as Vice President for
Development, overseeing mergers, acquisitions, and licensing. In that position, he traveled all
over the world.
Now he has two jobs. He is Vice President of Business Development for Xoris Pharmaceuticals,
which is headquartered in Chicago. He also has a consulting business with a colleague that
advises clients on pharmaceutical and chemical transactions, including licensing and
acquisitions.
Rick has already served one term as moderator, from July 2010-June 2011. He has been a
trustee for 6 years and has served as Spiritual Growth Chair. And he is a member of our choir.

“Dave Menninger has done a great job as moderator,” says Rick. Dave and Rick will be trading
places, as Dave is the incoming vice moderator.
“We need to continue to find ways to grow and attract new members,” Rick says. “Our
experience during Covid may offer new ways to use technology to grow our congregation.”
We welcome Rick as our moderator for this coming year!

Daily Bible Reading Challenge:
A Summer of Psalms
We continue our journey through the book of Psalms this summer.
The book of Psalms or Praises finds itself positioned in the middle of the
Protestant Bible. In the Hebrew Bible, Psalms is the first book of the third
section of the Scripture. It leads off the section titled “Writings.” Books in
this section of the Hebrew Bible include Proverbs, Song of Songs,
Ecclesiastes, Job, Ruth, Lamentations and Esther.
Many psalms claim David as the author, some claim no author, and other authors include
Moses, Koran, Solomon, and Asaph.
Enjoy your reading!

Back to School Time
Each fall, Second Baptist provides
backpacks and school supplies for our
Karen children in kindergarten
through 12th grade. If you want to
contribute to this project, please put
your donation in the offering plate or
send it to the office by August 1, making your check
out to the church and writing “School Supplies” on
the memo line.
Bev Apple will purchase the supplies. If you can
help put the supplies in the backpacks, please let
Bev know. The backpacks will be given to the
children on August 8. Thank you for your
generosity.

A dead tree that was scheduled to be
taken down soon came down in the
storm on Saturday, July 10, hit two
other trees and damaged them as well.
Thanks to our youth, who picked up
branches and sticks and moved them
out of the parking lots.

The Choir Will Be Back in September!
Choir practice will resume August 26! We will once again be meeting Thursday
nights from 7-8 p.m. We'll be singing in worship for the first time on Launch
Sunday, September 12. From now on, we will be rehearsing and performing on
the sanctuary floor by the big piano, so people will not have to worry about
climbing the choir loft stairs any more. We are very excited! Please come and
join us!
Marilyn and Brad Short

Summer Schedule
Church service Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
https://www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/
on Facebook or later at 2ndbc.org/sermons
The Love Chapter
Mondays July 26 and August 9, at 6:30 p.m.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/97002580093
Faith Recovery Group
Tuesdays, July 20 and August 17 at 6 p.m.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81521781156
Passcode: faith
The Faith Recovery Group will meet the third
Tuesday of each month during the summer and
resume meeting twice a month in the fall.
Second Saturday Youth Group
July 10, August 14 at 11 a.m. this month
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2207992707

Schedule Changes
Zoom Church Fellowship Time on Sunday nights
will not meet for the rest of the summer.
The Love Chapter will meet on Monday, July 26,
this month instead of on the second Monday.
The council will have a retreat on Saturday, July
24, from 8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. in lieu of its July
and August meetings.

Summer Sermons
July 18

Grand Plans
II Samuel 7:1-7

July 25

Bathsheba
II Samuel 11:1-15

August 1

The Ewe Lamb
II Samuel 12:1-7

August 8

Absalom
II Samuel 18:5-9

August 15

Halves
I Kings 3:16-22

August 22

The Temple
I Kings 8:22-30

August 29

Do!
James 1:17-27

Don’t forget!
Launch Sunday is
September 12. The choir
will be back, and Sunday
School classes will
resume.
The next Outlook will come out around
the first of September. Please send
articles and photos by August 15.

“Waiting”
I Corinthians 13:12 “For now we see only a reflection as in a
mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part;
then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.”
Quest was a little different this year
due to COVID-19, but that did not
stop our youth from having fun. We
had four students who got to
experience Quest for the first time
this summer as well as two who had
been there before . Deanna Heller
and I were sponsors. Not surprisingly, everyone had an amazing time. The
youth got to spend a lot of time together, whether in Bible study, team building
activities, or competing against other youth groups in air band competition.

Getting ready to climb
the cargo net
and zip line

The theme for Quest this year was
“Waiting.” The youth looked at
various stories in the Bible related to
waiting and patience. They learned
how to deal with anxiety, stress, and
uncertainty through the words of
God. Quest also focuses on team
building and teamwork. One unique
A beautiful setting
Making a tower during
aspect of camp this year was that Quest
game time
grouped the kids by church instead of by grades as they usually do. This
meant our youth group stayed together and did all activities as a group.
I want to thank Second Baptist Church for giving our youth the opportunity to experience God's love and a
closer walk with God. Thank you!
Henry San

Doing a team building exercise
on the challenge course

Doing a Bible study by the lake

Singing camp songs at the worship
service on July 11

From our pastor. . .
Hey Everybody,
Theodore Roosevelt National Park is in western North Dakota. It is a great place to hike with
badlands, majestic vistas, prairie, and a large number of buffalo.
Judi and I were hiking in the south section of the park. The trail we
were walking is a large loop that takes you up and down through a
variety of landscapes. As we were hiking up a trail, we turned a corner
and saw it—a buffalo taking a nap on the dirt path.
The buffalo, a big guy, stretched completely across the trail (adult
buffalo can be 6 feet tall and weigh 2,000 lbs).
Judi and I had recently observed first hand an encounter between a large SUV and a buffalo. We
were in the car behind the SUV as the buffalo won the standoff when he butted the passenger
side of the SUV, lifting its tires several inches off the ground and creating a door cave-in of truly
exceptional proportions.
We stood motionless looking at the buffalo at rest and noted that his head turned toward us.
At the visitor’s center before our hike, we had read a brochure giving tips about buffalo
encounters.
The brochure said:
Stay away from buffalo (duh!).
If a buffalo looks at you, you are too close.
If a buffalo raises its tail, yikes!
If a buffalo charges, don’t run in an open field. Buffalo are fast; they can run 35 miles per hour.
Fortunately, buffalo don’t turn corners well. So if one charges, you should get behind a tree or
another large object.
If you see a buffalo, you should move away, preferably protected by trees, and preferably
downhill.
So Judi and I decided to move around the shaggy oversized cow by moving downhill and then up
again, hanging close to the trees.
As we walked, the buffalo followed our every step with his biggo eyes. We kept looking back at
him, paying close attention to his tail still resting on the trail.
We got back to the trail well up from our resting buffalo friend. We continued our hike,
periodically glancing over our shoulder to make sure the buffalo was not coming after us.

I tell this story simply as a reminder that it is important to understand the possibilities and the
risks in every situation.
There are always risks, there are often dangers and it behooves us to understand how to
address those realities.
But even as Judi and I read about the risks of encountering a buffalo, we didn’t let that
possibility hinder us from taking an incredibly beautiful, breathtaking hike.
Know the potential risks, plan for them, and step out faithfully.
Let’s take care of each other,
Steve

Social Justice Group Activities
Growing out of the findings from a congregational survey last fall, a group of members who
expressed a strong interest in social justice has been meeting this spring to explore possible
ways that our congregation could become more involved in promoting social justice. The
intent of the group is to identify and present a range of options for interested members of our
congregation and others to become actively involved in advocating for and implementing
positive social change. While the topic of social justice is very complex and could take us in a
variety of directions, it has been suggested that a major focus could be on the issue of racism,
particularly given the role it plays in the life of the St. Louis region.
To lay some groundwork for possible future activities, members of the group are:
•

Exploring possible partnering opportunities with neighboring churches and municipalities,
as well as our fellow American Baptist churches

•

Studying what our national denomination and region are doing to address the issue

•

Reading books and articles on the subject of racism to help educate ourselves and identify
potential discussion resources

•

Setting up a place on our church’s website to provide study resources and describe
activities that members of our congregation are taking to address racism

A very important next step will involve a survey of our members to identify any interest of
others joining the group and the type of activities that you would be most interested in
participating in. Please be on the lookout for the survey this summer.
Larry Marks
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Helping the Dispossessed in Myanmar
The military leadership in Myanmar overthrew the democratically elected
government in early February. After the coup, ethnic minorities in Myanmar
experienced more disruptions in their lives than they had in a generation.
Villages destroyed, jobs lost, killings, and the kidnapping of tribal leaders and
pastors became a part of the daily news.
Members of the community of Second Baptist Church have family and friends
who have been caught up in the violence, the destruction, and the mayhem in
Myanmar (Burma). Members and friends of
Second Baptist raised money to support these people who have been
driven from their homes and into hiding in the hill country.
We sent $8,450 to Thailand last month to help with relief. Among other
things, those dollars have purchased 150 huge bags of rice, 10 boxes of
sardines, 10 boxes of noodles, 100 containers of oil, 200 bags of salt,
and 200 kg of shrimp paste. Our dollars also helped cover the cost of
transportation from Thailand to Myanmar.
Great job, Second Baptist!

