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Congratulations, Graduates! 

Mitchell Bancks Graduates from High School 

by Melissa Gurley Bancks  

Mitchell Calvin Bancks graduated from Kirkwood High School on May 8, 2021.  

He’s a curious and deeply kind young man determined to use his gifts to help 

others.  Mitchell was awarded the Kirkwood High School Steve Jonak Senior 

Award for Excellence in Mathematics and was recognized as a National Merit 

Commended Student.  He’s a stellar student, with hard-earned straight A’s, 

including in 9 Advanced Placement classes.  On many a night, we’d pass Mitchell 

studying at the kitchen table while we headed up to bed.  One of our favorite fun 

facts about Mitchell is that while he’s 3 grades ahead in math, he just recently 

learned how to program our microwave for less than a minute! His sister 

Annalise (now 14), with whom he is especially close, was delighted to capitalize on this late epiphany!  

Mitchell is not just academic, however!  He loves to play volleyball.  He’s an outside hitter for High 

Performance, a highly competitive travel team, and has been with this club since he was in middle 

school.  Although he had to bow out this past fall due to a severe injury to his shoulder requiring 

surgery, he’s already stepping back on the court at Kirkwood High School, where he’s been a varsity 

starter and scholar/athlete since 9th grade.  One of his most memorable moments from high school was 

the day Coach Touzinsky sent him in to play for first time since his surgery.  The parents spontaneously 

erupted in applause and gave him a standing ovation!  It was quite a moment!  As a freshman, the 

seniors on the team presented him with the “Most Likely to Injure Someone with a High-5!” Award, 

along with a gag gift of a first aid kit he still keeps in his bag.   

Mitchell also enjoyed years in the Kirkwood percussion program, performing at the All Suburban 

competitions and traveling to Mizzou, where his ensemble won a gold medal.  We miss watching the 

marching band drumline during halftime, the many concerts, and the way the marching band closed 

each football game by singing and swaying to “Hey, Baby.”  



He enjoys other activities as well.  Mitchell loves traveling to the family mountain house in Lake City, 

Colorado, taking full advantage of the hiking, biking, fishing (thank you, Uncle Tim), and kayaking at the 

nearby lake, San Cristobel.  This past year, Mitchell and family made it to the top of the highest 14’er in the 

San Juan Mountains, Uncompahgre, at 14,308 feet!  While parents collapsed for a breather a few hundred 

feet from the Watchtower (a thin, slippery tower of rock where diehards dangle over the abyss), Mitchell 

scampered up the Watchtower to the true mountaintop, Annalise right behind him.  You might not guess 

from this that Mitchell is actually afraid of heights!   

COVID certainly presented some challenges for Mitchell!  He and Annalise had to cope with two loud, 

barking dogs, tight quarters, and shared rooms.  We had to undergo house construction to create enough 

space for the two of them to be “in school” while at home, though it seemed that whenever Herr 

Anderson in AP German asked Mitchell a question, someone with a big dog would walk by and set off our 

poorly behaved rescue lab Buddy and Pomeranian Nico.  Mitchell even had to take AP tests at home, in 

spite of noise, dogs, beeping dishwashers, loud neighbors, and most spectacular, a printer that ate part of 

his Calculus AP exam.  Somehow, he persevered.   

Current major interests include Psychology and Biology, though he’s looking forward to exploring other 

options from the over 100 majors at his college of choice, University of California--Davis.  He is headed to 

the land of good weather and proximity to all things fun!  Mitchell has accepted the Provost Award at UC 

Davis, where he will begin in-person classes this coming fall.  UC Davis boasts one of the safest college 

towns, expertise in his majors, prolific greenspace, and was recently voted the most sustainable campus in 

the country.  He will be roughly an hour from the ocean, and just 3 hours from Yosemite.  His family is 

really looking forward to visiting!  Some of them may resist coming back home!  

Ultimately, Mitchell Bancks is so much more than his profile.  He’s funny, tenacious, deeply thoughtful, 

kind, and compassionate.  He cares about others more than himself.  He cares about the environment and 

preserving nature.  He’s a uniquely supportive and champion big brother, and a loving and joyous son.  He 

believes in equity, diversity, hard work, and empathy.  He hopes to help find big picture solutions to real 

world problems.  We know without a doubt that he’ll make a positive impact on his community in 

whatever area he chooses to devote his energy.  We feel utterly blessed to have been part of his life.  We 

are going to miss him terribly, but we are delighted to watch this part of his journey unfold.  God speed, 

Mr. Mitchell.  You are so loved!  

Connor Rook Graduates from College 

by Becky Rook 

Our grandson,  Connor Rook, graduated on May 14 from North Carolina State 

University with a bachelor's degree in psychology with an emphasis in criminology.    

Connor was born at St. Mary's Hospital and spent a month in the NICU there while 

his grandfather, Bill Rook, was pastor of Second Baptist.  His older sister Maddie  

loved going to Second Baptist with her parents, Aaron and Dena, while they lived  

in the St. Louis area.  When he was a preschooler, Connor loved Feng Mae!    



Ryan Keeney Earns Master’s Degree 

by Jerry Keeney 

Ryan Keeney graduated in May with a Master of Arts Degree in Philosophy 

from The New School for Social Research (NSSR) in New York City.  The NSSR 

generates scholarship in the social sciences and philosophy.  It also houses 

Parsons School of Design, Lang College of Liberal Arts, and the College of 

Performing Arts, among its several offerings. 

NSSR has quite an interesting history, originally founded in 1919 by educators 

exiled from institutions where they had objected to mandatory loyalty oaths.  It 

also hosted the establishment in the 1930’s of the University in Exile, a 

graduate division to serve as a haven for scholars escaping from Nazi Germany. 

On his experience at NSSR, Ryan reflects, “I liked that the school is open and inclusive, and professors 

encouraged individual pursuit of learning.”  Known internationally as an intellectual hub, NSSR engaged 

speakers who stimulated vigorous dialogue.  “People with a variety of viewpoints would show up just to 

hang out and share in debate and conversation,” Ryan observed. 

The pandemic unavoidably affected Ryan’s graduate school experience, resulting in his own personal 

“escape from New York,” coming home to St. Louis as much of New York City was being shut down last 

year.  He assumed he would return in three weeks but was still at home, doing grad study online, seven 

months later, an experience shared by many.  Online study at home was itself “definitely an experience.”  

“It was hard,” he said, “to keep up cohorts, noticeably reducing opportunities for staying connected.”  

Separation from the physical academic setting made for “a sense of intellectual isolation” at critical 

moments, he said.  Then, Ryan had Covid-19 himself just as completion of the degree was calling for his 

best concentration.  One of the side effects for him was that he “felt keenly the responsibility to avoid 

spreading the virus.” 

Ryan’s studies concentrated in political philosophy, the cumulative knowledge and wisdom for forming 

and operating a healthy polis, the body politic.  “Political philosophy,” i. e., “Political love of wisdom” 

might seem an oxymoron in a culture that rewards often cheap photogenic political bling far more 

generously than any actual wisdom of political thought.  However, Ryan hopes to contribute to changing 

these patterns of thought and practice.  

As we can see, Ryan has chosen an especially challenging venue for a life’s vocation, yet one which our 

body politic sorely needs. Asked what drew him to this field, Ryan answered, "I was interested in pursuing 

Connor presently resides with his family in Cibolo, Texas, a suburb of San Antonio.  He has lived in lots of 

places because of his dad’s career as a medic formerly attached to the Airborne in the U.S. Army:  

Georgia, Washington state, Italy, Alaska, North Carolina  and Texas!  Now his family is preparing to move 

back to North Carolina.  

Connor plans to get a job in law enforcement or to join the military.  



writing while attempting to answer some intrinsic questions about the world and life.  Though I haven't 

found those answers yet, my time at The New School helped me learn how to better frame and 

understand experiencing the world around me." 

We take heart knowing that Ryan’s gentle and generous spirit will, like salt of the earth, flavor the polis 

through his service to the world.  Ryan is searching out job opportunities in three areas: (a) “Think 

tank” (research and analysis – writing, supporting, and developing others’ writings); (b) editing;  

(c) strategic communications (speech writer and public communications).  He is applying to various 

venues in New York, Boston, and Washington, D.C., all of which are centers of influence in political and 

social formation.  He is hoping to participate in a way that can cultivate these processes with creative 

thought and expression that may help shape emerging patterns. 

Ryan is the son of Tim and Melanie Keeney, brother of Andrew, and grandson of Bill and Judy Gurley 

and of Nancy and Jerry Keeney.  He has been a member of the Second Baptist family since birth.  

When they called me teacher I left them 

Ten years old, He says 

You tall but I’m gonna be taller 

Look at these muscles 

You see how high I jump? 

Imma be a football player 

I can’t do this! 

You think I’m smart? 

Hey bruh look I finished! 

Did I do good today? My Momma gonna be happy 

What were you like, you know, as a kid? 

You ever hit someone? 

I had a dream bout you 

Man, you comfortable to sit next to 

you about as tall as my brother, he dead now though 

         —Ryan Keeney, published in Third Wednesday, Vol. XIV, No. 1, Winter 2021 

Quest 2021 

After not being able to meet last summer, we will be taking a group of youth to Quest at Green Lake 

Conference Center in Wisconsin from June 27 - July 2. 

Quest will look a bit different this year because of Covid restrictions, but the director and staff have put 

together a safe, fun filled, spiritually uplifting week of worship, study, and group building. 



June Sermons  

June 6  A New Day  

  I Samuel 8:4-10 

June 13 Regrets    

  I Samuel 15:34-35 

June 20 Rocks 

   I Samuel 17:48-49  

June 27 Heartbreak 

  II Samuel 1:17-27 

Summer Schedule  

See the April Outlook for descriptions of these 

groups.  You can find a copy on the church 

website.  

Church service Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/  

on Facebook or later at 2ndbc.org/sermons  

Sunday Fellowship Times Continue*  

June 13 and June 27 at 7:00 p.m. this month  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83437023811      

The Book Group will meet in person June 8 at 1:00 

p.m. to discuss The Nickel Boys, by Colson 

Whitehead.  Rick Rardin will lead.  The next 

meeting will be September 14.   

The Love Chapter Continues* 

Monday June 14, at 6:30 p.m. this month   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/97002580093  

This group meets on the second Monday of each 

month.    

Faith Recovery Group To Meet Monthly 

Tuesday, June 15 at  6 p.m. this month     

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81521781156  

Passcode: faith 

The Faith Recovery Group will meet the third 

Tuesday of each month during the summer and 

resume meeting twice a month in the fall.   

The Bible Study Class will have its last meeting 

until fall on May 27.   

Second Saturday Youth Group Continues*  

June 12 at 11 a.m. this month 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2207992707    

Church Council  

June 21 at 6:30 p.m. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81829039492 

Passcode:  spring 

* No passcode 

Daily Bible Reading Challenge: 

A Summer of Psalms 

After we finish the book of 

Genesis in our daily Bible 

reading challenge, we will begin 

reading through the Psalms 

together.  Every morning, I will 

send an email with one or two Psalms attached. 

I will use different translations throughout the 

summer but you are free to use your favorite 

translation as we read together.  Following each 

reading, I may make a comment or ask a 

question or two for further reflection. 

It should be fun! 

Steve 

Help Needed in Myanmar  

We continue to collect funds to help the Karen 

and Kareni in Myanmar (Burma), whose 

communities have been destroyed, leaders 

arrested, and people killed after a military coup 

ousted the democratically elected government 

several months ago.  We have families in our 

church who are still waiting to hear from loved 

ones there.  So far, Second Baptist has raised 

over $6000. 

https://www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83437023811
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/97002580093
file:///C:/Users/mary/OneDrive/Documents/@CHURCH/@ Outlook 2021
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/97002580093
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81829039492?pwd=YVZpVDZLWW13UHJzNzBpTk8zejNnUT09


From our pastor. . . 

Hey Everybody, 

Changes. 

Face coverings are now optional at church if you are fully vaccinated.  It is strongly recommended that 

if you have vulnerabilities or if you are uncomfortable that you continue to wear one.  (I will continue 

to wear mine for the foreseeable future.) 

We are still striving to practice social distancing, and we still believe that it is important to be careful in 

our interactions in order to keep everybody safe and healthy.  

We have started to sing as a congregation and pass offering plates again.  

We will be re-introducing other elements of our community during the summer months: in-person 

fellowships, including food, and some in-person meetings. 

Our hope is that we will be returning to a full schedule (Sunday School, child care, choir, small groups) 

this fall.   

Of course, our re-opening team will keep a close watch on Covid numbers and CDC guidance, and so 

there may be disruptions or slowdowns in the process of getting back to normal. 

Let’s take care of each other, 

Steve  

News from the Toolshed 

A small but mighty crew showed up 
Saturday, May 15, to work on beautifying 
the church grounds.  We focused on 
trimming branches, weeding, and 
cleaning the entrance area. 

Thanks to Tim, Rick, and Brooke for their 
awesome work! 

 
Our next Beautification Day will be June 5 from 8—11 a.m.  We’ll focus on beautifying the 
landscaping around our entrance areas. 

Let me know if you see anything that you think needs attention in the church facility. 

Pat Justis 



SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

Worship service 10:30 a.m. 

Telephone & fax (314) 991-3424 

E-mail:  office@2ndbc.org 

Website:  www.2ndbc.org 

Rev. Stephen Mechem, Pastor 

David Menninger, Moderator 

Second Baptist Church of Greater St. Louis 

An American Baptist Church 

9030 Clayton Road at McKnight 

St. Louis, Missouri 63117-1094 

At Last—A Coffee Fellowship! 

On Sunday, May 16, Second Baptist held its first Coffee Fellowship since the pandemic began.  Linda and 

Larry Marks provided it as a surprise in honor of Joy Gardner‘s 65th birthday.  From Joy:  “I was deeply 

surprised and grateful and so touched.  Thank you, Linda and Larry!”    


