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New Outlook 

Commemorating Holy Week 

Holy Week is upon us.  Christians have, for centuries, designated the 

week before Easter, beginning with Palm Sunday, as Holy Week.  

While the events celebrated find their origins in the gospels, the 

actual celebration of an event known as Holy Week seems to have 

begun sometime in the 3rd or 4th century. 

Different branches of Christianity celebrate Holy Week differently, 

some with lots of “pomp and circumstance” while others, especially 

non-liturgical churches, barely celebrate it at all.  

Some church traditions celebrate every day of Holy Week with services beginning on Palm 

Sunday and culminating with Easter.  These celebrations include:  

Palm Sunday remembering Jesus’ parade into Jerusalem 

Holy Monday commemorating Mary as she anoints Jesus’ feet 

Holy Tuesday focusing on the prediction that Jesus shared in which he spoke of his arrest, 

torture, and execution 

Spy Wednesday acknowledging the betrayal as Judas sells Jesus for 30 pieces of silver 

Maundy Thursday sharing together in the Last Supper 

Good Friday reflecting on Jesus’ death 

Black Saturday meditating on the disciples’ darkest day 

Easter Worship celebrating resurrection.   

Other church traditions choose to celebrate only Easter Sunday.  

This year at Second Baptist Church, we plan to celebrate as a community four times during 

Holy Week.  We will hold in-person worship celebrations, and all the services will be 

LiveStreamed and posted to 2ndbc.org/sermons.  You can connect to the services live at 

 https://www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/  

http://2ndbc.org/sermons
https://www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/


Sunday, March 28 at 10:30 a.m.  Palm Sunday  

Palm Branches will be available in the pews as people enter the Sanctuary 

of the Beatitudes.  As the organ prelude begins, everybody is invited to 

pick up a branch and process around the sanctuary (in a socially distanced 

way) before laying their palm branches on the Communion Table. * 

Thursday, April 1 at 6:00 p.m.  Maundy Thursday Worship.    

The term “Maundy” comes from the Latin word “mandatum,” which  is 

translated “command” and references Jesus’ words to the disciples on 

that last Thursday night: “A new commandment I give to you, that you 

love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one 

another.”  Maundy Thursday is traditionally a celebration of the Last Supper, often with an 

emphasis on foot washing. 

In fact, in some traditions, Maundy Thursday is a day to wash feet.  Pope Francis has elevated 

the act to an art form as he has famously, on Maundy Thursday, washed the feet of young 

people incarcerated in a youth juvenile detention center, washed the feet of immigrants and 

refugees, washed the feet of the homeless and the poor.   

We will celebrate Maundy Thursday with a special communion service.  It promises to be a 

meaningful experience. 

Friday, April 2 at 6:00 Good Friday Worship 

We will celebrate Good Friday together with an emphasis on the Stations  

of the Cross.  The Stations of the Cross has its roots in the 15th century as 

pilgrims to Jerusalem would, on Good Friday, retrace the steps of Jesus 

from Pilate to the tomb. 

While we won’t be going to Jerusalem, we will be tracing the footsteps of Jesus together as we 

remember and reflect on Jesus’ journey to the Cross.  

Sunday, April 4 at 10:30 - Easter celebration   

We celebrate Jesus’s resurrection and the new life which is promised.  

We will conclude our Easter celebration with an Easter Egg hunt for the kids.  At 

last count, we have 750 eggs ready to go!! 

After last year’s Easter in Lockdown, we are so looking forward to worshiping in 

person and online this Easter.  Please join us and invite others to join as well. 

                     Pastor Steve Mechem 



What’s Happening:  Opportunities to Connect Via Zoom 

• The Bible Study Class, led by Jerry Keeney, meets on Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.  If you’d like 

to participate, contact Jerry, and he will send you the readings to be discussed and some 

questions to think about as you read.  Connect with https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/82872343216.  Phone passcode: 278617 

• Fellowship Times just to chat are held on alternate Sundays at 7:00 p.m.  April dates are 

the 11th and 25th.  To  join, enter https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83437023811.  No 

passcode is needed.     

• The Love Chapter will meet Monday, April 12, at 6:30 p.m.  This is a group designed to 

provide a safe space for LGBTQ people, their families, friends, and allies.  To connect, 

enter https://us02web.zoom.us/j/97002580093.  No passcode needed.   

• Our youth group continues to meet via Zoom through the 

pandemic, under the leadership of Henry San.  They meet 

on the Second Saturday of each month at 11 a.m.  Middle 

school and senior high school students 

are invited.   

The hope of these Zoom meetings is to 

check in with our students and find out 

how they and their families are thriving 

and surviving through the pandemic.  They often  

have a discussion led by Pastor Steve based on a 

particular passage of Scripture.   

For their March meeting, the youth got together in person to fill 

the eggs for the Easter egg hunt.   

The April meeting is on the 10th.  To join, enter 2207992707.  No 

passcode needed.   

• The Faith Recovery Group meets the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month at  

6:00 p.m.  April meetings are the 13th and 27th.  This is a group for people searching for 

a healthier faith than they have experienced so far.  Participants will be reading material 

on experiencing God as a loving presence as well as offering support to each other.  

Eventually the group hopes to reach out to others in the community who have been 

injured emotionally by their experience of faith or who haven’t found a loving, accepting 

place in their past places of worship.  All are welcome. 

 To connect, enter 81521781156.  Led by Brooke Justis. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83437023811
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83437023811
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83437023811
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/97002580093
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/97002580093


From our pastor. . . 

Hey friends, 

Last month I wrote to you about the time Judi and I hiked up Pike’s Peak. 

On that same trip out West, we also had as a goal to hike to the bottom of the Grand Canyon 

(Plateau Point) and then back up again. 

We began our trek down the Bright Angel Trail before sunrise.  The 

hike is a 12.5 mile round trip.  The walk down was beautiful, the 

early morning air was cool, and the views were breathtaking.  

Some of the signage, however, was disturbing, as signs warned us 

about falling off cliffs or having a heat stroke because temperatures 

could go into the low 100s or developing hypothermia as the 

temperatures could plummet at night.  

After resting for a bit at Plateau Point, we knew that the truly hard work was ahead—hiking up. 

As we began the trek back up, we met a woman who was hiking 

up Bright Angel after a Colorado River raft trip that ended along 

the bottom of the Canyon. 

The raft trip was a birthday present to her husband and her by 

their children.  It was his 70th birthday.  She was 69 years old. 

Now, this was 20 some years ago, so I was much farther away 

from 69 than I am now. 

We hiked along with the woman on the way up.  We talked and laughed and struggled through 

the tough parts.  The trek out of the canyon, in the middle of day, was hard hiking.  I would 

occasionally ask the woman if she wanted to take a break, and more often than not she told me 

she was fine. 

Here was my dilemma.  While I really wanted to take a break, I was embarrassed to admit that I 

was struggling more than someone 69 years old, so I kept 

moving right along with her. 

We arrived at the Canyon rim as the sun was setting.  

Fortunately, we hadn’t taken as many breaks as I might 

have wanted, so we got to the top before it was 

dangerously dark.  Between the 69-year-old woman and 

Judi, I kept being pushed up the trail. 



April Sermons  

April 4 (Easter)      The Story Is Not the Story John 20:15-16  

April 11      Common    Acts 4:32-35 

April 18  Restoration    Acts 3:18-21  

April 25      Confrontation   Acts 4:1-4 

I am reminded of the words of the writer of Hebrews who 

encourages us to “spur each other on.” 

We spur each other on with words of encouragement. 

We spur each other on by acts of kindness and generosity. 

We spur each other on by 

our prayers. 

We spur each other on by walking alongside each other.  

While our friend may be ready to give up, our consistent 

walk alongside him or her may give the strength needed to 

hang on and get to the top. 

Taking care of each other while walking alongside each other, 

Steve  

If you are graduating or know someone from Second who is, please let Mary 

Shepardson know.  Next month will be our graduation issue. 

The April Daily Bible Reading Challenge 

As we finish Matthew, we will turn our attention to the first book of the 

Bible, Genesis.  Every day Pastor Steve will email a chapter (or part of a 

chapter, depending on length) along with a few reflection questions.  It 

will be fun reading this amazing piece of literature together.  Steve has 

one question as he prepares to send out the Genesis Daily Bible Reading 

Challenge.  Would you rather read Genesis from the Common English 

Bible or from The Message Bible or from a different translation?  Email 

or text your choice to stevemechem@gmail.com or 217.853.6910. 

mailto:stevemechem@gmail.com
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Social Justice Group Forming  

Last fall a congregational survey identified the issue of “social justice” as one of the top 

concerns of members of our congregation.  A small group of members who expressed a “very 

strong” interest in this topic has formed to explore ways our congregation can become 

involved in addressing this issue.  Before recommending any specific activities or programs, 

the exploratory group has identified the next steps to be: 

• Gathering additional insight from members and others who are interested in actively 

addressing the issue of social justice. 

• Educating ourselves about the issue of social justice in general, and St. Louis in particular, 

through research, literature study, discussions with individuals who have experienced 

social injustice, and identifying how other churches and organizations are addressing the 

issue of social justice. 

The goal is to have specific action items that our congregation can begin to undertake next 

fall. 

Larry Marks  


