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New Small Group Launches 

Back in October, everyone at Second was sent a survey listing a number of focuses for possible 

small groups and asked to indicate what (if any) small group they might like to participate 

in.  This past month those who expressed interest in a group for people searching for a 

healthier faith than they have experienced so far were invited to a preliminary meeting to talk 

about what such a group might look like.   

Participants will be reading material on experiencing God as a loving presence as well as 

offering support to each other as we seek to draw closer to God.  Eventually we hope to be able 

to reach out to others in our community who have been injured emotionally by their experience 

of faith or who just haven’t found a loving, accepting place in their past places of worship.    

We will meet twice a month on Tuesdays from 6 - 7 p.m. via Zoom.  The March meetings are on 
the 9th and 30th.  All are welcome.  For more information, contact Brooke Justis or call the 
church.   

An update from Larry Marks:  The fall survey also found significant interest in the topic of social 

justice.  A second group to address this interest is being formed.  More information on this will 

be coming soon.   

Screen Shots from Ash Wednesday 



What’s Happening:  Opportunities to Connect Via Zoom 

• The Bible Study Class, led by Jerry Keeney, meets on Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.  If you’d like to 

participate, contact Jerry and he will send you the readings to be discussed and some 

questions to think about as you read.   

• Fellowship Times just to chat are held on alternate Sundays at 7:00 p.m.  March dates are 

the 14th and 28th.   

• The Love Chapter will meet Monday, March 8, at 6:30 p.m.  This is a group designed to 

provide a safe space for LGBTQ people, their families, friends, and allies.   

• Our youth group continues to meet via Zoom through the pandemic, under the leadership 

of Henry San.  They meet on the Second Saturday of each month (or a Saturday that 

works) at 11 a.m.  Middle school and senior high school students are invited.  The hope of 

these Zoom meetings is to check in with our students and find out how they and their 

families are thriving and surviving through the pandemic.   

After opening conversation, Henry might lead the group in a game (these guys are 

awesome at Bible trivia) and talk about possible ways to stay in touch. They often will have 

a discussion led by Pastor Steve based on a particular passage of Scripture. (In February, 

they discussed the lyrics to a song Henry 

and Jill were singing in church.) 

 The meeting concludes with prayer and 

 words of encouragement. 

 This month’s meeting is on March 13.   

• The Faith Recovery Group meets twice monthly.  March meetings are the 9th and the 

30th.  See p. 1 for details. 

If you would like to participate in any of these activities and don’t have the Zoom links, please 

call or email the church, and we will be glad to tell you how to join in.   

The March Daily Bible Reading Challenge 

As March begins, we are finishing the letter to the Hebrews in our Daily 

Bible Reading Challenge.  After Hebrews, we will turn our attention to the 

Gospel of Matthew.  The chapters in the daily email will come from the 

Common English Bible, and questions to encourage reflection will follow. 



Missions Corner 

World  Missions  

Hi, Fellow Members and Friends of Second,   

I have begun this year’s promotion of the Retired Ministers and Missionaries 

Offering.  This special offering is rooted in thanks for the immeasurable ways 

ministers and missionaries continue to guide us toward faithful and committed 

discipleship.  Their work around the world cannot be a reality by their sacrifice 

alone, but by our financial support as well.  The RMMO is a gift above and beyond the other 

offerings we give to during the year.  It is a simple way for us to say thank you for a job well done.  It 

also enhances the meager pensions that many try to live on during retirement.  Let’s show our 

gratitude to these very special people and give to the RMMO.  You can send your gift to the church 

address, bring it to church on Sunday, or donate online through PayPal.   

Thanks for your generosity, 

Rick Rardin, World Missions Chair 

Local Missions  

First, a confession:  I didn’t realize mail for Local Missions came to the 

church rather than to my home until Linda mentioned the avalanche of 

mail in my mailbox!  A mailbox?!  I found beautiful thank you letters 

from all of the local missions each of you has supported with your 

donations, gifts, and as part of the budgeted expense of Second Baptist.  

First, from Big Brother, Big Sister, who sponsored Neediest Cases in the 

Post-Dispatch (prior to the pandemic), we received a heartfelt thank you for all of our Christmas 

gifts!  Our recipient wrote that when they looked at so many gifts for them that members of Second 

had selected and wrapped, they “just couldn’t believe the love.”   The recipient thanked us for 

“caring,” for helping them not feel so “alone,” and referred to this Christmas experience as “nothing 

short of powerful.” This recipient has given us such a gift with their words, letting us know how 

much our lives have touched each other’s.  Thank you to this recipient, and thank you, Second! 

We also received thank you cards from Urban League of Metro St. Louis, the Food Bank, Room at 

the Inn, Habitat for Humanity, and Boys Hope, Girls Hope of Richmond Heights.  From Boys Hope, 

Girls Hope: “Our scholars were asked to name the things about BHGH that are most important to 

them.  Their answers were profound in their simplicity:  a warm home with the lights on; food on the 

table; a safe place to study.  Things like this—that we so often take for granted—are the foundation 

that our scholars build upon to learn and achieve their best.  You have helped make these 

opportunities possible.”  Once again, thank you, Second, for all that you have done to make a 

difference right here in St. Louis.     

Melissa Gurley Bancks, Local Missions Chair 



What’s the Difference Between One Translation and Another? 

Judy Comfort suggested we ask Steve to talk about the different Bible translations and why he 

uses the ones he does.  Here is his response.   

First, I am a lover of Bible translations and read many different 

translations in the course of my work and in my devotional reading.  On 

my shelves are 13 different translations, and I use another 6 or 7 

translations on-line.  I don’t reject any translation or paraphrase out of 

hand and find that there is something to learn through each of them.   

Of all the translations I use, there are three that are my favorites. 

In worship, for Scripture Readings and Sermons, I like to use the Common English Bible or the 

New Revised Standard Version. (Although I will often quote from The Message, the King James 

Version or any other translation that helps express what I am trying to communicate.) 

For our Daily Bible Reading Challenge, I have alternated between the Common English Bible 

and The Message.  I tend to use The Message when we are reading a book with which I think 

we might be overly familiar.  The Message (I think) causes us to relook at all-too-familiar 

passages. 

My favorite translations are the New Revised Standard Version, The 

Message, and the Common English Bible.  Why these three translations?  

I will tell you but first. . . 

To understand why different translations read differently, it is important 

to note that there are 4 types of translations. (Others contend that there 

are 2 or 3 types, but I am comfortable saying 4): 

A “formal equivalence” translation is one wherein the translators are 

trying to translate Greek and Hebrew languages into English word for 

word while adding as little superfluous content as possible. The King James Version and the 

New American Standard Version are great examples. 

A “dynamic equivalence” translation is a translation that might best be described as a 

translation that is trying to translate thought for thought rather than word for word.  This type 

of translation is more free in its construction than a formal equivalence translation, while still 

trying to hang on to the original language’s structure.  The New Revised Standard Version and 

Common English Bible are good examples. 

A “free” translation seeks to share the meaning behind the words and thoughts of the original 

languages without a need to abide by the original languages’ vocabulary and structure.  



Hence, “free” translations can sound wildly different than other translations.  The Message, 

the Contemporary English Version, the Voice, and the older Good News for Modern Man 

versions are examples. 

A “paraphrase” is not really a translation.  It is a text that is simply trying to make the 

translation more readable. The old Living Bible or the Easy to Read Bible are examples. 

Now, why do I use the translations I use? 

I am drawn to the New Revised Standard Version because it is considered the Gold Standard 

among translations.  It is used as the “official” Bible text in many academic settings, and I trust 

its scholarship.  Beyond this, it uses inclusive language, which is of utmost 

importance to me. 

I am drawn (even more) to the Common English Bible because, in my 

opinion, the translating team has done a masterful job of framing the 

original content in comfortable and understandable language.  While the 

translation holds onto a familiarity that appeals to people who grew up 

with the Revised Standard Version or KJV, its word choice and sentence 

structure is appealing to a newcomer to Bible reading.  It is fairly easy to 

grasp. 

In fact, during translation, the translating team consulted with language experts to insure that 

the final product would be readily accessible to the masses.  Another reason I am a big fan of 

the Common English Bible is because, like the NRSV, it uses inclusive language. 

I enjoy The Message because it is so unique.  Many confuse it with a 

paraphrase, but it is an excellent translation done primarily by one 

person, a pastor who was trying to make the Scripture readable for his 

congregation.  While Eugene Peterson was responsible for translating, 

he had a team of both Old Testament and New Testament scholars 

combing over his work.  The end result is an incredibly thoughtful 

translation that often digs deeper than a translation based on merely 

translating Greek and Hebrew words. 

 

I would be curious to know what your favorite translation is and why it is your favorite. 

Happy reading, 

Steve 



From our pastor. . .  

Hey Everybody, 

Way back in 1999, Judi and I took a trip out West. On our 

agenda was a hike up Pike’s Peak (a fourteener) near 

Colorado Springs. 

I had done my research and mapped our hike.  We would 

follow the Barr Trail from the base to the top, a 12.6 mile 

hike with a 7,200 foot elevation gain.   

We parked our car in a lot near the trailhead a little before 

sunrise and began the trek.  

About half way up, the trail crosses a railroad track, and at that junction is the Barr Camp 

store.  After a break spent with a few other hikers and some 

great dogs, we continued onward.  The climb grew steeper and 

the air got thinner.  And the views were spectacular. 

At about 12,000 feet elevation, altitude sickness overcame me, 

and I struggled over the next three miles and 2,000 feet of 

elevation.  My sickness slowed us down considerably, but we 

continued upward. 

Finally, we reached the 16 Golden Stairs rock formation, 

and we knew we were getting closer to the top, but it was 

getting late in the day. 

Our plan was to hitch a ride down the mountain when we 

got to the top, but the mountain closes to traffic at 

sunset, and we knew that to find a ride we had to get to 

the top soon. 

While we had carried full packs in case we needed to 

camp out on top, my altitude sickness motivated us to 

get to the top so we could get down the mountain that 

night. 

We made it to the Visitor Center as the sun was 

beginning to set and approached a couple of young 

women who were climbing into their car to go down the 

mountain.  They gladly drove us to our car. 



Sunday, March 14 

Because of time, we were only at the top of the 

mountain for a few minutes.  A pre-dawn start, 7,200 

feet up, 12.6 miles, altitude sickness, a sunset arrival—

all that for a few moments at the top. 

Both Judi and I would say the trek was worth the effort 

because of the experience of the journey up, 

conversations with hikers, amazing views, and lessons 

learned. 

Let me suggest that Lent is kind-a like hiking up Pike’s Peak.  While there is a final destination 

in mind, it is the journey that teaches the lessons. 

Perhaps the Lenten Season reminds us that the journey is the destination. 

Let’s take care of each other,  

Steve 

Journeying Through Lent 

Lent began on Ash Wednesday, February 17.  An in-person service was held, which was live-

streamed via Facebook.   

Lent is the period of time between Ash Wednesday and Easter.  During Lent, followers of Jesus 

are encouraged to spend time reflecting on his life and sacrificial death, to spend time praying 

for spiritual strength and renewal, to spend time serving others.  A highlight of Lent for some is 

giving something up (chocolate, TV, meat) as a personal act of sacrifice.  For others, Lent is a 

time to develop a new discipline like Bible reading, prayer or journaling. 

Every day during Lent (I hope), I will be sending out a Lenten-inspired quote and a short 

prayer.  I am calling it Lenten Lunchtime Thought and plan to send it out in the mid-day hour. 

I hope this Lenten Season will be one of special blessing for you and yours, 

Steve 

March Sermons  

March 7 Portraits by John:  Mary  John 12:1-3 

March 14 Portraits by John:  Peter  John 13:6-9 

March 21 Portraits by John:  Thomas  John 14:4-5  

March 28 Portraits by John:  Pilate  John 19:22 



SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

Worship service 10:30 a.m. 

In person and live streamed via Facebook 

Telephone & fax (314) 991-3424 

E-mail:  office@2ndbc.org 

Website:  www.2ndbc.org 

Rev. Stephen Mechem, Pastor 

David Menninger, Moderator 

Second Baptist Church of Greater St. Louis 

An American Baptist Church 

9030 Clayton Road at McKnight 

St. Louis, Missouri 63117-1094 

Looking Ahead to Holy Week  

In addition to our customary Palm Sunday service on March 28, at which everyone attending 

will enter the sanctuary waving palm branches, Second Baptist is planning to hold two extra 

worship services during Holy Week this year.  One of 

these will be on Maundy Thursday, April 1, and the 

other one will be on Good Friday, April 2.  Both 

services will be held in the sanctuary at 6 p.m.  Each 

service will be simple in format, including readings 

and music to mark the occasion.  The Maundy 

Thursday service will include communion.   

Both services will be available in-person or live-streamed and will also be posted to our 

website to be viewed any time later.   We hope you will join us in one of these formats.        

                                     Marilyn Short 

Check out the April issue of the Outlook for more details on all of our Holy Week events. 


