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Second Baptist Church has a wonderful Ash Wednesday tradition that 

includes a meal and an ashes service.  We will continue in that tradition in 

2021 with some alterations. 

We will not host a meal before the service, but we will hold an ashes/
communion service at 6:00 on Wednesday, February 17.  We will have 
music, readings, a message, and share communion and ashes in a socially 
distanced way.   The service will be livestreamed on Facebook.  The link is 
http://bit.ly/2ndbc-facebook 

Note:  There will be no Unity in the Community Lenten services this year.  

Second Baptist Re-Opened on January 24 

Second Baptist re-opened for in-person worship on January 24, while at the same time urging 

those in high-risk groups for Covid to continue to participate via Facebook.  All the previous 

guidelines are still in place, including face coverings, social distancing, no in-person Sunday 

School, no nursery, and other precautions. 

The services will continue to be live-streamed on Facebook at 10:30 every Sunday (/https://

www.facebook.com/155120191289/live) and can be accessed on our website under 

“Sermons” any time after 2:00 or so the day of the service (2ndbc.org/sermons).   

http://bit.ly/2ndbc-facebook
https://www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/
http://2ndbc.org/sermons


What’s Happening 

Opportunities to connect via Zoom: 

• The Bible Study Class, led by Jerry Keeney, meets on Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.  If you’d like to 

participate, contact Jerry and he will send you the readings to be discussed and some 

questions to think about as you read.  Connect with https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/82872343216. . 

• Fellowship Times just to chat are held on alternate Sundays at 7:00 p.m.  February dates 

are the 14th and 28th.  To  join, enter https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83437023811.  .     

• The Love Chapter will meet Monday, February 8, at 6:30 p.m.  This is a group designed to 

provide a safe space for LGBTQ people, their families, friends, and allies.  To connect, enter 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/97002580093.  .   

• Junior and senior high school students are invited to meet together every Second Saturday 

at 11:00 a.m. on Zoom.  This month’s meeting is on February 13.  To join, enter 

2207992707.  .   

• The Book Group is on hold until further notice.   

Martin Luther’s Advice During a Pandemic 

Martin Luther, who sparked the Protestant Reformation when he 

hammered his 95 Theses on the door of the Castle Church in  

Wittenberg, Germany, gave this advice in the midst of a 1527 

pandemic: 

“Therefore I shall ask God mercifully to protect us.  Then I shall 

fumigate, help purify the air, administer medicine, and take it.  I shall 

avoid places and persons where my presence is not needed in order 

not to become contaminated and thus perchance infect and pollute others, and so cause their 

death as a result of my negligence. … See, this is such a God-fearing faith because it is neither 

brash nor foolhardy and does not tempt God.”   

Luther himself had been ordered to leave the university in Wittenberg, where he taught.  He 

refused.  Instead, he and his pregnant wife, Katharina von Bora, a former nun who had learned 

some nursing skills in the cloister, stayed behind and opened a wing of their home as a clinic.

         From Religion News Service 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83437023811
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83437023811
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83437023811
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/97002580093
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/97002580093


The February Bible Reading Challenge 

After we have finished reading through II Corinthians, we will, in honor of 

Valentine’s Day, turn our attention to a book about love.  There is a poem 

published in the Hebrew Bible that is titled the Song of Solomon, or Song of Songs, 

or Canticles.  It is an expression of love experienced between two people (warning: 

it will make you blush)!  We will read it from the Message Bible.   

Following Canticles, we will turn our attention to the New Testament book of Hebrews.  We will read 

it from the Common English Bible. 

Pastor Steve will send a chapter to you each day via e-mail.  He will include questions for reflection at 

the end of each chapter. 

Missions Corner 

World Missions  

Hello Everybody, 

We will be sending off $1285 to the ABC for the 

World Mission offering and $175 for the addition 

to the One Great Hour of Sharing offering 

pertaining to Hurricane Relief for Central 

America.  As always, this is an example of the 

generous giving of the Second Baptist family and 

friends. 

Next up, will be the Retired Ministers and 

Missionaries offering starting in February. 

Thanks for your support, 

Rick Rardin, World Mission Chair 

American Baptist Women’s Mission Ministry 

Every woman of the church is automatically a 

member of American Baptist Women.  We are 

women who care for each other, the members of 

our church, and those around the world.  

Our church’s American Baptist Women (ABW) 

has a very long history of using our mission funds 

to support projects in the U.S. and other parts of 

the world.  This year we used our mission funds 

as follows: 

• Haiti: $1,000 to missionaries Nzunga and 

Kihomi 

• Congo:  $1,000 to missionaries Timothy and 

Kathleen Rice 

• Bread for the World — $200 

• St. Louis Foodbank — $600 

• Bengali Evangelical Association — $200   

• Bethel Neighborhood Center — $200  

• Native American Heritage — $390 

• American Red Cross — $400   

• HIS KIDS (children’s cancer research) — $100 

• Edna Martin Leadership Center — $100 
 

Through American Baptist Women’s White Cross 

program, we have given $100 each to the 

following countries – Burundi, Dominican 

Republic,  El Salvador, India, Lebanon, Myanmar, 

Nepal, Palestine, Philippines, and Thailand, 

totaling $1,000. 

The total of all these contributions is $5,190. 

We hope in the New Year to be able to continue 

our mission giving. 

Blessings to all. 

Linda Marks 



A Month We Won’t Forget  

So much has happened since the last issue of the Outlook!  Challenges to the election results, 

including one by a Missouri senator.  A shocking scene of violence and destruction in our 

nation’s Capitol, with members of Congress being rushed to safety.  A president impeached.   

President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris taking office.   

To mark these happenings, we are including words of hope and challenge from two of the 

inaugural events.     

From President Biden’s inaugural address, January 20, 2021 

This is a time of testing.  We face an attack on our 

democracy and on truth.  A raging virus. Growing 

inequity.  The sting of systemic racism.  A climate in 

crisis.  America’s role in the world.  Any one of these 

would be enough to challenge us in profound ways.  

But the fact is, we face them all at once, presenting 

this nation with the gravest of responsibilities.   

Now we must step up.  All of us.  It is a time for 

boldness, for there is so much to do.  And this is 

certain.  We will be judged, you and I, for how we resolve these cascading crises of our era. 

Will we rise to the occasion?  Will we master this rare and difficult hour?  Will we meet our 

obligations and pass along a new and better world to our children? 

I believe we must.  And I believe we will. 

From Rev. William Barber’s sermon at the National Cathedral’s Zoom prayer service, January 

21, 2021.  President Biden and Vice President Harris attended via Zoom. 

Editor’s note:  As part of his remarks below, Rev. Barber quoted from the hymn “God of Grace 

and God of Glory,” written in 1930 by American Baptist minister Harry Emerson Fosdick 

(1878—1969), founding pastor of Riverside Church in New York.   

So let us ask God again what that great preacher and hymn writer Harry Emerson Fosdick 

asked in the midst of the Great Depression, when the nation was in a jam and needed some 

breach repairers.  He wrote and sang and prayed: 

God of grace and God of glory, 

on thy people pour thy power… 

Cure thy children’s warring madness, 

bend our pride to thy control; 



Shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 

rich in things and poor in soul. 

Save us from weak resignation 

to the evils we deplore; 

Let the search for thy salvation 

be our glory evermore. 

Oh God, 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

for the facing of this hour, 

for the facing of this hour. 

Yes, God, grant us wisdom and grant us courage until thoughts of destroying one another give 

way to deeds of embracing each other; until our policies prove our promise of equal justice 

under law; until we decide too many have been hurting too long.    

Grant us courage until in every way we show in our democratic process that everybody has a 

right to live; until we lift from the bottom so that everybody rises; until the stones that the 

builder rejected become the chief cornerstone of a new social reality.   

Please God, grant us wisdom, grant us courage, until the poor are lifted, the sick are healed, 

children are protected, and civil rights and human rights never neglected.  Grant us wisdom 

for the facing of this hour until love and justice are never rejected.  

Grant us wisdom and courage for the facing of this hour until, together, we make sure there is 

racial justice and economic justice and living wage justice and health care justice and 

ecological justice and disability justice and justice for homeless and justice for the poor and 

low-wealth and working poor and immigrant justice—until we study war no more and peace 

and justice are the way we live.  

This is the only path to domestic tranquility and healing.  

Did you know? 

Vice President Kamala Harris and newly 

elected senator from Georgia Rev. Raphael 

Warnock are both American Baptists.  Kamala 

Harris attends Third Baptist Church of San 

Francisco.  Until his election to the Senate, 

Rev. Warnock was the pastor of Ebenezer 

Baptist Church in Atlanta.    



From our pastor. . . 

February Sermons  

February 7      Portraits by John:  The Kid with Fish Sticks John 6:8-9 

February 14      Portraits by John:  The Caught Woman John 8:3-6 

February 21  Portraits by John:  Lazarus   John 11:43-44  

February 28      Portraits by John:  Martha   John 11:17-22 

Hey Everybody, 

In 1967, John Lennon wrote a song that the 

Beatles would perform as the finale at the 

first ever world-wide televised concert.  The 

goal of the concert was to promote love and 

peace, and Lennon had that theme in mind as 

he crafted the song. 

The song, “All You Need Is Love,” with its 

upbeat melody and simple phrasing can be 

mistaken as insignificant fluff.  It is actually an 

existential masterpiece. 

The verses remind us that, whatever our 

skillset, there isn't anything we can do that is 

completely unique or fresh; there is nothing 

that hasn't been done already or can't be 

done by somebody else. 

"There's nothing you can do that can't be 

done 

Nothing you can sing that can't be sung 

There's nothing you can make that can't be 

made 

No one you can save that can't be saved 

Nothing you can do but you can learn to be 

you in time 

It's easy." 

So, as the song intimates, 

your greatest contribution to 

the world will not be 

something you do.  

Rather, your greatest contribution to the 

world will come from your response to 

others. 

From the song: 

"All you need is love, 

All you need is love, 

All you need is love, 

Love is all you need." 

Love, according to John Lennon, Dr. King, 

Mother Teresa, Gandhi, Francis of Assisi, and 

Jesus, is what is desperately needed in the 

world.  And it is the one thing that will always 

appear unique and fresh, because it bubbles 

from the God-core of our being.  Without 

love, nothing of consequence happens, and 

with love, everything is consequential. 

Let’s take care of each other, 

Steve 


