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New Outlook 

The January Bible Reading Challenge 

For our Daily Bible Reading Challenge in January we will take on Paul’s 

letters to the Church in Corinth.  I will send you readings each day from The 

Message Bible with a few questions for reflection.  It should be fun! 

Happy reading, 

Steve 

Second Baptist to Re-Open on January 17 

A tentative date to begin meeting in-person again for worship is set for Sunday, January 17.  As 

we are following the numbers and observing the trends, we are hoping that January 17 will 

serve as an appropriate return date. 

All the previous guidelines will still be in place as we return to in-person worship, including face 

coverings, social distancing, no in-person Sunday School, no nursery, and other precautions. 

We will re-assess the re-opening date as the situation dictates. 

The services will continue to be live-streamed on Facebook at 10:30 every Sunday (https://

www.facebook.com/155120191289/live/) and can be accessed on our website under 

“Sermons” any time after 2:00 or so the day of the service (2ndbc.org/sermons).   

Published! 

Big news:  Hari Smith’s book of poetry and reflections has been 

published!  You can order Reflections: (of Love and other Stuff) at http://

www.publishingconceptsllc.com/product/reflections-of-love-and-other-

stuff/.  Congratulations Hari!!! 
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Missions Corner 

Hi, Second Baptist and friends,  

The World Mission Offering is over, and the total so far has been a 

generous $1085.  Thanks to all.  Also, in the last Outlook I mentioned that 

you can give to the hurricane relief fund for Central America as an addition 

to The One Great Hour of Sharing Offering.  We have a total of $100 so 

far.  If you wish to contribute for hurricane relief, please make your check 

out to SBC and add ‘OGHS-CENTRAL AMERICA RELIEF’ to the notes area. 

Thanks again, 

Rick Rardin 

Thank you very much for the amazing Staff Love Gift!  We greatly 

appreciate your encouragement and generosity.  It is a blessing to work 

and worship with you as members of the Church Staff. 

Marilyn and Brad, Steve, Linda, Carey and Mirian, Henry, and Feng Mei 

What’s Happening 

Opportunities to connect via Zoom: 

• The Bible Study Class, led by Jerry Keeney, meets on Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.  If you’d like to 

participate, contact Jerry and he will send you the readings to be discussed and some 

questions to think about as you read.   

• Fellowship Times just to chat are held on alternate Sundays at 7:00 p.m.  January dates are 

the 3rd, 17th, and 31st.   

• The Love Chapter will meet Monday, January 11, at 6:30 p.m.  This is a group designed to 

provide a safe space for LGBTQ people, their families, friends, and allies.   

• Junior and senior high school students are invited to meet together every Second Saturday 

at 11:00 a.m. on Zoom.  This month’s meeting is on January 9.     

• The Book Group is on hold until further notice.   



In December we lost Dar Novak, a long-time member who added 

immeasurably to the life of our church.  Reflecting on his life, Marilyn 

and Brad Short wrote:  “We are very blessed to have known Dar 

Novak.  He was a dear, kind, funny, wise, and encouraging man, and we 

always felt a little bit better about the world after talking to him.  We 

were very fortunate to be able to count on him as a church choir 

member and greatly appreciated his cheerful participation in the music 

program and in our church.  We will miss him very much.” 

From Karen Johnson Fields:  “An outstanding leader at SBC, Dar was also such a good and kind 

man.  In addition to the many positions he filled at our church (including choir member and 

moderator to mention a few), he knew how to relate to people.  Quietly standing beside Carol 

following services, for instance, he would let her greet everyone first, but his smile, twinkling 

eyes and laughter were noticeable as they both asked questions of the person to whom they 

were speaking, and, in turn, listened to his/her answers.  At church business meetings, it was 

the chemical engineer Dar who asked pertinent questions and then helped us find the 

answers.  We shall miss Dar very much.  Sincere condolences are extended to Carol, Linda and 

Rob, his grandchildren, and all of Dar's family and friends.” 

Dar was born in Quincy, Illinois.  After receiving a full scholarship to Cornell University in  

Ithaca, New York, he graduated with a BS in Chemical Engineering.  He also earned an MS and 

a Doctor of Science in Chemical Engineering degree from Washington University.  

Dar had a 28-year career with Monsanto.  He has been a member of the American Chemical 

Society, American Institute of Chemical Engineers, and the National Society of Professional 

Engineers.  

An active member of Second Baptist Church, he served as moderator twice, once in 1974 

(called president at that time) and again in 2009-10.  He also served as co-superintendent of 

the children's Sunday school program for a time and enjoyed singing in the choir.  

Dar is survived by Carol, his wife of 59 years, son Robert (Mary), daughter Linda (John) 

Bernardy, and grandchildren Emily, Katie, and Chris Novak and James and Ben Bernardy.    

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions to Second Baptist Church would be appreciated.  

In Memoriam 

Darwin Albert Novak, Jr.  
November 25, 1935—December 1, 2020 



The COVID Grinch tried to steal Christmas.   

But love overcomes…it grew from a cookie.  

At the November Council Meeting, each Coordinator gave a 

report.  Yes, there was the normal church business.  But as the 

reports were given, the Council looked back at other years, and 

nostalgically reminisced about past Christmas church highlights. 

So many things had changed because of COVID. With some 

creative license, here’s a recap of the meeting and what 

followed.  

Bev Apple said something like, “Usually Mike bakes cookies for the Songs & Sonnets service, but 

with COVID, we won’t all be together.  Maybe we could deliver cookies, at least to those who 

aren’t able to get out.”  Then Dave Menninger and Pat Justis said, 

“That’s a great idea.  If you need cookies, we would be willing to 

bake at our house.”  Joy Gardner asked 

with concern, “Is it safe to deliver with 

COVID; can we even go into retirement 

communities or homes?”  Steve 

Mechem responded, ”There are some 

limitations.  But if we can’t go in, the cookies can.”   

Pastor Steve in his report said, “Marilyn Short has made a CD of Christmas music as a gift to all in 

our church. [This was Linda Marks’ idea.]  And there is some talk about caroling.”  Later Kathryn 

Nall said, “Since we won’t have the Christmas program this year, I’d like to shop for the children 

of the church, and drop off gift bags.”  Judy Comfort reported that she and Steve Comfort would 

put up the outdoor Christmas lights, lamenting that few in the 

church would see them.  “At least the neighbors will enjoy them,” 

she said.  

More discussion followed.  Bev said, “Why don’t we do cookies 

and treat bags for everyone in the church?”  One practical person 

asked, “How many gift bags would that be?  Filling bags is a BIG 

PROJECT, DELIVERING IS AN 

ENORMOUS PROJECT—even for 

Santa!”  Dave asked if Pastor Steve could come up with a 

number and then suggested we talk further about how to 

proceed.  Steve, Dave, Linda Marks and Kathryn came up with 

a detailed list with addresses and delivery routes.  Elves were 

recruited to help.  



So what happened next?  The Christmas Joy Event! 

Three bakers made 65 dozen cookies. 

63 cookie treat bags were filled—one for each household. 

22 gift bags were filled with children’s gifts and treats.  

Everyone was invited to a drive-through on December 12 so 

people could enjoy the Christmas lights and pick up their 

treat bags.  Cars carrying about 20 families were enthusiastically greeted by Council and Staff.  

SANTA came!!  The Council and Staff (safely) socialized.  Steve Comfort brought a fire pit for a 

little warmth…since the rain date still had rain, even with a 10 percent forecast.  

There were music CD’s for all!  A big speaker played a preview of 

Marilyn’s CD.  Noise makers allowed some to accompany the beat. 

Earlier in the day, Marilyn, Brad, and choir members Jerry Keeney, 

Darryl Briscoe, Judi Mechem, Rick Hoyt, Dave Menninger, and 

Monica Eppinger caroled for some homebound members.  

Seven elves delivered cookies and 

other treats not picked up at the drive-by.    

All of this started with a cookie, and a lot of love from the Council 

and Staff.  While a few cookie crumbles may be left, the love 

continues from now to when we can 

be together in person…and beyond.  

The Grinch could not steal Christmas! 

God’s love keeps on giving with the 

biggest gift of all, the baby Jesus. 

By Judy Comfort 

         Christmas Eve 

In lieu of our usual Christmas Eve candle lighting service, members and friends of Second Baptist 

were invited to greet one another via Zoom any time between 5:00 and 6:00 on Christmas Eve.  

At 5:30, we all lit candles in our homes and sang “Silent Night” together.   

Many of us also celebrated Hanukkah this year, as Pastor Steve sent out 

instructions for creating a menorah, lighting the candles nightly, and saying the 

appropriate blessings.     



Although we couldn't meet in person, joining together online for the Songs and Sonnets service was a 

meaningful way to honor the birth of Jesus as a community of faith.   

Since C0VID prevented the poets from being in the sanctuary, Judi Mechem read the five poems 

written especially for this service by Hari, Melissa, Cindy, Brooke, and Jerry, and one written some time 

ago by Judy Gurley.  After each one, Marilyn played or Brad sang.  Pastor Steve continued his series of 

sermons “Advent Family Photo Album,” telling the story of Mary and Joseph and other family members 

taking shelter in a cave, where the baby Jesus was born.  You can find the service by going to our 

website (2ndbc.org). Click on “Sermons.”     

Except for Judy Gurley, the poets’ pictures below are from earlier years when they wrote and read 

poems for the Songs and Sonnets service.   

Brad Short singing 
“Gloria (Our Savior 

Found Us)” 

Jerry Keeney: 
“Christmas Fire” 

Brooke Justis:  
“Christmas Poem 

for 2020” 

Hari Smith: “We Wait 
on the Lord.” 

Melissa Bancks: 
“Resurrection in a 
Modern Church” 

Judy Gurley:  
“Grandpapa  

and the Angel” 

Cindy Collins: 
“What Does It 

Mean?” 

Marilyn Short played after 
each poem  

Judi Mechem read 
the poems 



You may write me down in history 

With your bitter, twisted lies, 

You may trod me in the very dirt 

But still, like dust, I'll rise. 
 

Just like moons and like suns, 

With the certainty of tides, 

Just like hopes springing high, 

Still I'll rise. 
 

Did you want to see me broken? 

Bowed head and lowered eyes? 

Shoulders falling down like teardrops, 

Weakened by my soulful cries? 
 

You may shoot me with your words, 

You may cut me with your eyes, 

You may kill me with your hatefulness, 

But still, like air, I’ll rise. 

Out of the huts of history’s shame 

I rise 

Up from a past that’s rooted in pain 

I rise 

I'm a black ocean, leaping and wide, 

Welling and swelling I bear in the tide. 
 

Leaving behind nights of terror and fear 

I rise 

Into a daybreak that’s wondrously clear 

I rise 

Bringing the gifts that my ancestors gave, 

I am the dream and the hope of the slave. 

I rise 

I rise 

I rise. 
 

Let’s take care of each other, 

Steve 

Hey Everybody, 
 

Moving from a tumultuous 2020 into the Who-knows-what- it-is of 2021, I 

am hearing again the powerfully hopeful words from this excerpt of “Still I 

Rise,” by the wonderful St. Louis poet Maya Angelou:  

January Sermons  

January 3      Portraits by John:  John B   John 1:6-7 

January 10      Portraits by John:  Mary the Mom  John 2:5-6 

January 17  Portraits by John:  Nicodemus   John 3:1-2  

January 24      Portraits by John:  The Well Woman  John 4:7-9 

January 31  Portraits by John:  The Mat Man  John 5:7-9 

From our pastor. .  . 



SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

Worship service 10:30 a.m. 

Telephone & fax (314) 991-3424 

E-mail:  office@2ndbc.org 

Website:  www.2ndbc.org 

Rev. Stephen Mechem, Pastor 

David Menninger, Moderator 

Second Baptist Church of Greater St. Louis 

An American Baptist Church 

9030 Clayton Road at McKnight 

St. Louis, Missouri 63117-1094 

A Holiday Moment 

Among lights and other ornaments, our Christmas tree has 

hanging on it “dated” ornaments for every year going back to 

1979.  So, every year, one of our traditions is to find a dated 

ornament.  Here is this year’s dated ornament*. 

Oh well.  Hoping for a blessed 2021. 

Pastor Steve and Judi 

*In case you can’t read the words, here they are:   

Travel ban, Social distancing, Amazon, What’s your temp?, Home workouts, Hand sanitizer, 

Face masks, You tube, Quarantine, Stay home, Toilet paper, Face time, Food delivery. 


