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New Outlook 

A Christmas Gift to You from Second Baptist 

W 
 hat a wonderful idea the Church Council had at its November meeting!  Since we 

will be unable to meet together in person during the Christmas season this year, 

members of the Council will deliver each of our members and attenders a gift bag 

that will include treats and some Christmas music played by Marilyn Short.  Homes with 

children will receive materials for them, too. 

Please respond to the email questionnaire sent out last week asking whether you want to 

receive your music by CD, thumb drive/flash drive, or internet download.  Many thanks to 

Marilyn and Brad for creating this!  It’s the next best thing to hearing Marilyn in person and 

will provide a festive, holy atmosphere for a holiday season when we can’t be together.   

Details of when and how the baskets will arrive are still being worked out.  Watch for info in 

your inbox.    

We appreciate everyone involved in this project: Linda Marks and Dave Menninger for the 

idea,  Bev Apple and Judy Comfort for coordinating it, the cookie bakers, bag fillers, delivery 

persons, and the Shorts.  We are so grateful for this expression of love from our church. 

The December Bible Reading Challenge 

For December’s Daily Bible Reading Challenge, I will be sending you 

passages that will help us reflect on Advent.  During the 8 days of 

Hanukkah, beginning December 10, I will be sending you passages that 

might help us celebrate the Festival of Lights. 

Happy Reading.   

Enjoy, 

Steve 



What’s Happening 

Because of the uptick in Covid-19 cases, Second  Baptist will not hold in-person services until 

January at the earliest.  The situation will be re-evaluated at that time.  You can check the 

website to learn where things stand (2ndbc.org).   

The services will continue to be live-streamed on Facebook at 10:30 every Sunday and can be 

accessed on our website under “Sermons” any time after 2:00 or so the day of the service.   

Opportunities to connect via Zoom: 

• The Bible Study Class, led by Jerry Keeney, meets on Thursdays 

at 7:30 p.m.  If you’d like to participate, contact Jerry and he 

will send you the readings to be discussed and some questions 

to think about as you read.  Connect with https://

us02web.zoom.us/j/82872343216.  

• Fellowship Times just to chat are held on alternate Sundays at 7:00 p.m.  December dates 

are the 6th and the 20th.  To  join, enter https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83437023811.   

Note: This number is different from the one in previous Outlooks.     

• The Love Chapter will meet Monday, December 14, at 6:30 p.m.  This is a group designed 

to provide a safe space for LGBTQ people, their families, friends, and allies.  To connect, 

enter https://us02web.zoom.us/j/97002580093.   

• Junior and senior high school students are invited to meet together every Second Saturday 

at 11:00 a.m. on Zoom.  This month’s meeting is on December 12.  To join, enter 

2207992707.   

• Note:  The Book Group had planned to resume meeting in person last month, but because 

of the surge in cases, they will not meet until January at the earliest.   

December Sermons  

December 6       Advent Family Album:  Elizabeth and Zachariah Luke 1:9-15 

December 13       Advent Family Album:  Mary and Joseph  Luke 1:26-31 

 December 20   Songs and Sonnets 

   Advent Family Album:  Elizabeth and Mary         Luke 1:39-45 

December 27        Advent Family Album:  On the Road   Luke 2:4-7 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83437023811
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83437023811
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83437023811
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Christmas Season Plans from The Music Department 
 

We are looking forward to celebrating another Christmas season together in 

worship at Second Baptist! In order to keep folks as safe as possible, here is 

what the Music Department is thinking at the moment (of course, everything 

is open to change!).  

Weekly Special Music: 

We will likely be scaling back on our weekly Special Music presentations in the 

immediate future, but will continue to have a piano interlude each week, as 

well as a vocal solo from Brad Short.   

Songs and Sonnets service: 

For the Songs and Sonnets service on the morning of December 20, I am planning to still ask 

our poets to submit poetry for the occasion - to be read by the worship team during the 

service.  And then I will provide music on the piano as the response to each poem.  This plan 

will help keep our poets and musicians safe at home this year. 

Christmas Eve service:   

We usually pack the sanctuary with ourselves and our houseguests on this evening, which may 

not be a good idea this year.  I am suggesting that instead of our usual service that we have an 

open-house fellowship Zoom meeting that evening from 5 – 6.  That way folks (with their 

houseguests) can pop in and out on their own schedule to say hello to one another.  In the 

middle of all of this, at 5:30, let’s plan to pause the conversation, dim the lighting in our 

homes, gather around our computers with whatever lighted candles we have handy (or cell-

phones with the flashlight apps turned on!) – and all sing one verse of Silent Night together.      

- Marilyn Short 

Thanks to Steve Comfort for putting up an entrance sign 
on the lower parking lot door.  Steve and Judy will also be 

decorating the outside of our church for Christmas.   

A recent visitor to our property 



From the Archives 

In 1875 our pastor wrote a letter to the governor . . . 

To His Excellency, Governor Hardin-- 

We take pleasure in informing his excellency that at a meeting 

convened this day (June 3, 1875) in the Second Baptist Church of 

this city in pursuance of the Governor’s late Proclamation. . .the 

following preamble and resolution were unanimously adopted:   

“Whereas, many portions of our State are now visited by a 

devastating scourge, and Whereas, the Governor of the State, 

recognizing God as Ruler in all the affairs of men, has seen fit in his 

wisdom to call up the citizens of the Commonwealth to meet 

together in their respective places of worship to beseech Almighty 

God to deliver our people from the destroying scourge, that they 

may have food in their dwellings. . .”    

The letter continues on for four pages, talking about “the scourge.”   

Charles Muse found this letter in our safe.  Curious about what the “scourge” was, Charles 

discovered that 1875 was the  terrible year of the grasshoppers.  They arrived in western 

Missouri in April.  “Without warning millions of grasshoppers, or Rocky Mountain locusts, 

descended on the prairies from the Dakotas to Texas.  The insects arrived in swarms so large 

they blocked out the sun and sounded like a rainstorm.  They ate crops out of the ground, as 

well as the wool from live sheep and clothing off people's backs.  Paper, tree bark, and even 

wooden tool handles were devoured.  Hoppers were reported to have been several inches 

deep on the ground and locomotives could not get traction because the insects made the rails 

too slippery.” (Kansas Historical Society publication on the web).  

Readers of Laura Ingalls Wilder’s Little House on the Prairie series may remember the  

story of the grasshopper invasion in On the Banks of Plum Creek.  

So—our congregation did their part and prayed for the scourge to end.  Finally, in 1877, after a 

massive effort to destroy the grasshoppers’ eggs, it did.   

More about Dr. Burlingham from Chapter 5 of Neola Koechig’s 1982 book The History of Second 

Baptist Church:  “He was to be with [Second Baptist Church] for ten years, the longest pastorate 

the church had ever known.  Lectures by Dr. Burlingham on ‘Women in the Bible’ attracted city-

wide attention and large crowds. . .His executive ability, genial personality and tender sympathy 

were nobly used in thoroughly unifying the church and re-establishing fraternal relations 

between those whom he found at variance.” 

Dr. Aaron H. Burlingham 
Pastor of Second Baptist 

Church and author of  
the letter  



Monica Eppinger singing 
“Child of God” 

Cindy Collins singing  
“I Choose Love”  

Brad Short singing  
“Come to Me” 

At Second Baptist 

November 1, 2020 

November 8, 2020 

Moderator Dave  
Menninger giving the  

announcements 

Fellowship Circle after Communion 

Pastor Steve Mechem preaching 

Photos by Judy Comfort 



Hey everybody, 

Welcome to the Advent Season.  This Christmas holiday promises to be 

unlike any we have experienced.  Pandemic restrictions will force us to 

adjust our Christmas schedules. 

The holidays will be light on big gatherings this year.  There will  

certainly be fewer school programs, church plays, and concerts than in 

years past.  Christmas parades will be few and far between.  Children’s 

visits to Santa will probably include face shields and plexiglass barriers.  

There will be less hustle and bustle this year.  There will be less traveling this holiday season 

and fewer family get- togethers.  A new staple gift for the stocking will be colorful face masks.  

While all of this may sound a bit depressing, let me suggest to you that this year’s reality will 

cause us to experience Advent differently, and it may open the door for us to experience  

Advent with more appreciation than in the past. 

There will be less pressure this year to keep up with all that’s going on, and there may be more 

time available to us to embrace the spiritual side of the holidays.  More time and more space 

might allow us to be more reflective and more contemplative than in a “normal” year. 

There should definitely be more at-home time in 2020, as so much of the hustle and bustle of 

Christmas involves leaving our homes to attend all the events we usually attend. 

I share this list with you of some things you might have time to do this holiday season: 

-Write letters to friends and family.  I’m not referring to texts or emails, but honest to  

goodness hand written notes. 

-Play some board games with family members.  There are some games you can even play  

using Zoom so that you can connect with family and friends who are not physically present. 

-Set up a card table and work a jigsaw puzzle or two over the holidays.  This may not work well 

if you have cats! 

-Read a book or two, just for fun. 

-Read the advent passages in the Bible (Matthew 1 and 2, and Luke 1 and 2) in as many 

translations and paraphrases as you can. 

-Listen to Christmas music, or better yet, create a playlist and spread it around.  (Just so you 

know, Marilyn is recording several Christmas instrumentals that we plan to share with you for 

your listening pleasure.) 

From our pastor. . . 



-Celebrate Hanukkah.  Hanukkah begins at sunset on December 10 and lasts 8 days.  I will send 

you some information about ways to celebrate Hanukkah as the holiday gets closer, and I will 

use the Daily Bible Reading Challenge to emphasize Hanukkah during its 8 days. 

-Write a poem. 

-Take a walk and see the lights in your neighborhood. 

-If family can’t come over for a meal, try doing a virtual meal over Zoom. 

-Watch some of your favorite holiday movies and TV shows with the family. 

-Bake. 

-Create a journal of memories from Christmas seasons past. 

-Pray for family members, friends and your church community by name. 

-Wear a face covering when out, stay away from crowds, practice social distancing, wash your 

hands and stay safe. 

It will be a different kind of Advent season this year, but it can still be a wonderful experience 

as we celebrate the coming of our Lord and Savior, Jesus. 

Let’s take care of each other, 

Steve 

Local Missions Corner 

Reaching the Goal 

Second Baptist surpassed Antioch’s request for funds in support of 

their program to create Thanksgiving meals for their community! 

Surplus funds will go to Antioch's annual Toy Drive.  If you still wish 

to donate toward the Antioch Toy Fund, just make a note on your 

check regarding your intent.  Thank you, Second Baptist!  

The Urban League Northside also sent us a big thank you for our 

earlier donation from the Local Missions Budget.  The Urban 

League has been serving St Louis for 102 years!  From their website: “The mission of the Urban 

League of Metropolitan St. Louis, Inc. is to empower African Americans and others throughout 

the region in securing economic self-reliance, social equality, and civil rights.”  They provide 

support and services in “educational excellence, economic opportunity, community empower-

ment, and civil rights advocacy.”   

Melissa Gurley Bancks 



SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

Worship service 10:30 a.m. 

Telephone & fax (314) 991-3424 

E-mail:  office@2ndbc.org 

Website:  www.2ndbc.org 

Rev. Stephen Mechem, Pastor 

David Menninger, Moderator 

Second Baptist Church of Greater St. Louis 

An American Baptist Church 

9030 Clayton Road at McKnight 

St. Louis, Missouri 63117-1094 

 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 

given, and the government shall be upon his 

shoulder.  And his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of  Peace. 

      Isaiah 9:6 


