
A New Way to Come Together 

For the August issue of the Outlook, Outreach Chair Judy Comfort wrote articles titled, “Church 

Health After the Pandemic” and “A New Lens for Church Growth.”  They were based on the book, 

Small Church Essentials, Field-Tested Principles for Leading a Healthy Congregation of Under 250, by 

Karl Vaters.  Judy led the Council and church staff through the book and other research at four two-

hour Zoom meetings in June and July.   

At a council mini-retreat held via Zoom on September 26, Judy 

summarized the results of the discussions at these planning meetings, 

and council leadership presented and discussed the idea of forming a few 

small special interest groups at Second Baptist.  Moderator Dave 

Menninger described the small groups as an opportunity to tap into the 

passions and interests of our membership.  

The council is hoping that a few small groups can foster more 

engagement and connections among church members as well as explore 

projects that could have a positive impact on our wider community and the world.  The thematic 

ideas for groups range from social justice to faith recovery to fostering more Karen connections.  

To avoid overstretching, the council is hoping to initially form just a few 

small groups over the next several months and see how they go.  "It's all 

about seeing where the energy can take us and allowing each group to 

find its own path," explained Dave.  

The next step in planning was the recent congregational survey to gauge interests and passions that 

surfaced from Council and staff discussions.  Feedback from the survey will help the Council decide 

which themes might be most appropriate to begin with and identify who might be interested in the 

various themes.   

Stay tuned! 
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The November Bible Reading Challenge 

Who would have thought that when I started sending out a daily Bible 

reading by email in May, that we would still be doing it in November?  

Not me.  But it has been so much fun.  I have loved the conversations 

we have had, sometimes as a group and sometimes as you have 

responded specifically to me.  I have loved the sense of community that 

the exercise of reading and thinking together brings.  I have loved the 

idea that we are meeting daily for just a few moments to connect. 

As we enter November, we are finishing up the book of Daniel (the 14 chapter book of Daniel), 

and we will move on to a series of Thanksgiving Psalms.  While the Psalms cover a wide variety 

of topics, some are specifically geared toward thanksgiving and will make a nice daily reading 

challenge for us leading up to the Thanksgiving holiday.  

The emails I send out daily will be based on the Common English Bible, but feel free to use any 

translation you like.  Following each reading will be a question or two or seven to help provoke 

some thought.   

Happy Reading.   

Enjoy, 

Steve 

November Sermons  

November 1  The exhaustive list of things Jesus has to say about Gay People 

  John 3:16-17 

November 8   Delivery  Psalm 70 

November 15      Longtime  Psalm 90:1-8 

November 22       Why Sing?  Psalm 95:1-7 

November 29   Coming to Save Psalm 80:1-7 

Don’t forget to change 

your clocks!  Daylight 

savings time ends 

Sunday, November 1.  

Sunday, November 29 



What’s Happening 

Second Baptist continues to hold in-person services at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays and to live-stream the 

service on Facebook.  An in-person  service in the Karen language begins at 9:15.  We have Zoom 

meetings just to chat on alternate Sunday evenings, and adult “Sunday School” on Thursdays via 

Zoom.  The Love Chapter and the Council meet monthly on Zoom.  The youth meet on Zoom on the 

second Saturday of each month.  The book group will resume meeting in person this month.  See 

below for more details. 

• Fellowship Times in November will be on the 1st, 15th, and 29th at 7:00 p.m. (Note the time 

change.)  To join, enter https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81829039492.  Use our usual password.  Call 

Dave Menninger at 510-717-7575 if you don’t have it.  

• The Bible Study Class, led by Jerry Keeney, meets on Thursdays at 

7:30 p.m.  If you’d like to participate, contact Jerry and he will send 

you the readings to be discussed and some questions to think about 

as you read.  Connect with https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/82872343216.  Use our usual password.   

• The Love Chapter will meet Monday, November 9, at 6:30 p.m. on Zoom.  This is a group 

designed to provide a safe space for LGBTQ people, their families, friends, and allies.  Contact 

Steve at stevemechem@gmail.com for how to connect. 

• The Book Group will resume meeting at the church on Tuesday, November 10, with masks and 

social distancing.  Rick Rardin will lead a discussion of The Nickel Boys, by Colson Whitehead.  

The story is based on a reform school in Florida that was in operation for over 100 years.  The 

Nickel Academy's mission statement said that it provides physical, intellectual, and moral 

training.  But in reality, the boys were beaten, abused, and when any resisted, they were likely to 

"disappear out back."  The Nickel Boys won the 2020 Pulitzer Prize for fiction.   

Mirian San teaching us how 
to say “Good Morning”  

in Karen 

Pet Blessing 
October 3  

Bev Apple passing out Halloween 
treat bags after church October 25 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81829039492


Special “Gracias” Vase from Nicaragua 

I met Gerardo Benkovich in 1996 when working on the cleanup of 

Times Beach.  He was a construction inspector based in California but 

working locally for about three years, and we became good friends.   

After his retirement, in about 2014 he contacted me to talk about his 

plans to improve the quality of life in this small school, Jesus el Buen 

Maestro, located in the small village and home town of his wife 

(Felipa) in San Juan de Oriente, Nicaragua.  He asked if I would like to 

donate and said that he would be personally managing the projects 

using local materials and labor.  I made a personal donation, and I 

also reached out to Rick Rardin to see if our World Mission Team 

would like to support this work.  Rick was supportive, and we have 

been donating approximately $2,000 per year for projects including 

benches and tables for meals, student desks, a potable water tank, 

and other structures that we easily take for granted here.   

As a thank you to the church, Gerardo sent us a vase, as shown in the photo.  The vase was 

made by an artist named Helio Gutierrez, who is from San Juan de Oriente.  The inscription 

says, ”Thank You Gracias 2nd Baptist Church of St. Louis, MO; From: THE PEOPLE OF San Juan 

de Oriente NICARAGUA.”  You can google his name and find links to other examples of his 

beautiful artwork! 

Pat Justis 

Pat presented this vase 
to the congregation on 
behalf of Gerardo on 
Sunday, October 25 

Helping Our Neighbors 

Antioch Baptist is getting prepared to feed many families a Thanksgiving 

dinner in an unprecedented time of economic distress.  Rather than 

gathering canned goods and products to bring to Antioch this year for 

those dinners, we understand that Antioch can serve more people by 

buying the items for the Thanksgiving meals in bulk.  What they need from 

us is funding for those dinners.  Our goal is to provide Antioch with a 

financial donation equal to that of the items we've collected in the past.   

Budgeting for the average cost of the canned items from various stores in our area and adding 

25 more baskets to our gift, we will need $1500  to cover the cost of 425 cans of green beans, 

corn, cranberry sauce and for boxes of Jiffy corn muffin mixes.  If you are able, please write a 

check or put money in the offering plate, noting that it is intended for Antioch's Thanksgiving 

meal.  We'll collect funds up to the week before Thanksgiving.   

Thanks!! 

Melissa Bancks 



Missions Corner 

Local Missions continues to offer financial gifts to Room at the Inn, Habitat for Humanity, and 

the St. Louis Area Foodbank, and this year has added a gift of $250 to a phenomenal program 

in our own neighborhood of Richmond Heights, Boys Hope Girls Hope, which mentors children 

not just through middle and high school, but through college and beyond.  Check out their 

website to be inspired, and watch the short video titled, "Brijhette's testimonial."  Go to  

https://boyshopegirlshopestl.org/about/success-stories/ 

Here is a brief description of the program from their website:  

Boys Hope Girls Hope firmly believes that children have the power to overcome adversity, 

realize their potential, and help transform our world. Children create these successes when 

we remove obstacles, support and believe in them, and provide environments and 

opportunities that build on their strengths. 

One of 18 affiliates across the United States and Latin America, Boys Hope Girls Hope St. Louis 

helps academically motivated middle and high school students rise above disadvantaged 

backgrounds and become successful in college and beyond.  

Our goal is to graduate young people who are physically, emotionally and academically 

prepared for post-secondary education and a productive life, breaking the cycle of poverty. 

Boys Hope Girls Hope St. Louis utilizes the following 

elements to achieve our mission:  

• Academic excellence 

• Service and community engagement 

• Family-like settings to cultivate youth empowerment 

• Long-term and comprehensive programming 

• Faith-based values 

• Voluntary participant commitment 

Thank you, Second Baptist, Sanctuary of the Beatitudes, for allowing our Local Missions 

budget to support these programs and the positive change they create in our own community.  

Melissa Gurley Bancks,  Local Missions Coordinator 

Thanks, Second Baptist and Friends— 

Contributions to the One Great Hour of Sharing totaled $1709.  That is 

a great outcome, considering the pandemic.  In November we will be 

starting the World Mission Offering. 

Thanks again,  

Rick Rardin, World Missions Coordinator 



Sunday Mornings at Second Baptist 

October Special Music 

Zippora Monhar 
singing “Sowing the 

Seeds of Love”  

Jill Dufour singing 
“Truth I’m Standing 

On,” accompanied by 
Henry San 

Rick Rardin singing  
“Even Here”  

Joey Ler Saw playing 
“Vivace”  

Thanks to Brad and Marilyn Short for providing special 
music every week!   



From our pastor. . . 

Hey Everybody, 

It has been a distinct honor and pleasure to share with you the sermon series 

titled “What’s Really There.”  The October series is running over by one week as 

there is so much ground to cover.  Even with the extra week, I feel that we are 

just covering the minimum as we try to look closely at the verses in the Bible that 

people use to argue against LGBTQ+ people. 

There is so much great information out there, and I encourage you to do some 

further investigating.  While I presented what I believe to be solid interpretations 

of the texts, there are many other ways to analyze and interpret the emphasized 

passages:  Genesis 19, Leviticus 18:22, Leviticus 20:13, Romans 1:26-27, 1 Corinthians 6:9, and 1 Timothy 

1:10.  It was impossible to do justice to all the great work that has been done regarding these verses. 

As I shared my interpretations of the verses with you, it was not my intention to convince you to believe 

differently as much as it was my intention to help us realize that there are several ways to look at 

passages.  Just because we have been taught to understand things one way does not discount other 

ways of thinking.  

One of my ongoing struggles with the series was the wealth of information that I had to condense in 

summary or exclude because of time or my inability to clarify murky waters. 

So, I am sending a list of books that I have read and which I re-visited for this series.  All of these books 

are on my shelf (except two that are e-books, which are on my computer), so if you would like to borrow 

any of them to read, just let me know.  Beyond the books I am listing, there are a plethora of good books 

and internet sites that provide great information about a loving, accepting, and affirming response to our 

LGBTQ+ family. 

• Bible, Gender, Sexuality:  Reframing the Church’s Debate on Same Sex Relationships, by James V. 

Brownson 

• God and the Gay Christian: The Biblical Case in Support of Same-Sex Relationships, by Matthew Vines 

• Christianity, Social Tolerance, and Homosexuality:  Gay people in Western Europe from the Beginning 

of the Christian Era to the Fourteenth Century, by John Boswell  

• Jesus, the Bible, and Homosexuality:  Explode the Myths, Heal the Church, by Jack Rogers  

• Unclobber:  Rethinking Our Misuse of the Bible on Homosexuality, by Colby Martin  

• A Rabbi and a Preacher Go to a Pride Parade and other Musings, Sermons and Such, by Bert 

Montgomery  

• God vs. Gay: The Religious Case for Equality, by Jay Michaelson 

• God and Sex, What the Bible Really Says, by Michael Coogan 

Let’s take care of each other, 

Steve 



SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

Worship service in the Karen language 9:15 am.  

Worship service for all 10:30 a.m. 

Telephone & fax (314) 991-3424 

E-mail:  office@2ndbc.org 

Website:  www.2ndbc.org 

Rev. Stephen Mechem, Pastor 

David Menninger, Moderator 

Second Baptist Church of Greater St. Louis 

An American Baptist Church 

9030 Clayton Road at McKnight 

St. Louis, Missouri 63117-1094 

A Chance to Sing Together 

On Saturday, October 3, right after the Pet Blessing, members of the choir enjoyed singing 

together again in the backyard of the church outside the doors of Fellowship Hall.   


