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New Outlook 

What’s Happening at Second Baptist 

Second Baptist continues to hold in-person services and to live-stream the service on Facebook.   

The Bible Study Class, led by Jerry Keeney, will resume Thursday, October 1, at 7:30 p.m.  This week’s class 

will focus on the piece “Habits for Healthy Democracy,” by Richard Rohr, a contemplative thinker and writer.  

This is chosen as nourishment for strength, wisdom, and inspiration in facing the roiling currents of political 

engagement in this election season.  If you’d like to participate, contact Jerry and he will send you the article 

and some questions to think about as you read.  Connect with https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82872343216.  

Use our usual password.    

This Saturday, October 3, you are invited to an open air choir event from 2:00 to 3:00 in the backyard of the 

church (outside the glass doors of Fellowship Hall).  Grab a folder and a folding chair from Fellowship Hall 

and take them outside and sit 6 feet apart from each other.  Everyone will need to wear a mask the whole 

time, even while singing.  This time together is meant for fellowship and fun, a time to sing together and 

hang out for a bit. 

Fellowship Times in October will be on the 11th and 25th at 6:00 p.m.  To join, enter https://

us02web.zoom.us/j/81829039492.  Use our usual password.  Call Dave Menninger at 510-717-7575 if you 

don’t have it.   
 

The Love Chapter will meet Monday, October 12, at 6:30 p.m.  This is a group designed to provide a safe 

space for LGBTQ people, their families, friends, and allies.  Contact Steve at stevemechem@gmail.com for 

how to connect. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81829039492
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81829039492


The October Bible Reading 

Challenge 

As we became more isolated because of 

the pandemic, we began a Bible Reading 

Challenge to help us stay engaged in 

Scripture and engaged with each other 

through conversation.  Thus far, we have 

read: 

Proverbs 

1 Maccabees 

Mark 

Luke 

James 

1st, 2nd Peter 

1st, 2nd, 3rd John 

Jude 

Ruth 
 

We will now turn our attention to the 

Prison Letters, four letters that the Apostle 

Paul is credited with writing while he was 

under house arrest in Rome.  These 

documents include Ephesians, Philippians, 

Colossians and Philemon. 
 

The letters vary in theme, substance, and 

familiarity, and they give wonderful insight 

into Paul’s passions, his relationships, and 

his understanding of the gospel.  
 

Every morning, a chapter of scripture will 

be sent to you for your reading.  For the 

Prison Letters, we will be using the 

Message Bible.  At the end of each chapter, 

there will be some questions to help 

provoke thought. 
 

If you are not presently on the Daily Bible 

Reading Challenge email list, please 

contact stevemechem@gmail.com and you 

will be added to the list. 

            Pastor Steve Mechem 

Drive-Through Pet Blessing 

I made myself a snowball  

As perfect as can be. 

I thought I'd keep it as a pet,  

And let it sleep with me. 

I made it some pajamas  

And a pillow for its head. 

Then last night it ran away,  

But first - It wet the bed.  

― Shel Silverstein 
 

Pets have been a significant part of family life for 

time immemorial.  They bring great joy and a bit of 

surprise into every family they enter.   

As people who celebrate the good things in life, we 

choose to celebrate our pets with a day of Pet 

Blessing each year, usually around St. Francis’ Day. 

This year we will celebrate a Drive-Through Pet 

Blessing Day on Saturday, October 3, from 12 noon - 

2:00 in the upper parking lot.  Load the pets in the 

car and swing on over to the church so they may 

receive a blessing without ever getting out of the car.  

It should be fun. 
 

I appreciate what Nick Trout writes about pets, “It 

may be a cat, a bird, a ferret, or a guinea pig, but the 

chances are (when bad things happen), a pet will be 

there to pick up the slack.  Pets devour the 

loneliness.  They give us purpose, responsibility, a 

reason for getting up in the morning, and a reason to 

look to the future.  They ground us, help us escape 

the grief, make us laugh, and take full advantage of 

our weakness by exploiting our furniture, our beds, 

and our refrigerator.  We wouldn't have it any other 

way.  Pets are our seat belts on the emotional roller 

coaster of life--they can be trusted, they keep us safe, 

and they sure do smooth out the ride.”  
 

Bring Fido, or Fluffy, or Squeaky by the church on 

Saturday, October 3, for a special time of blessing. 

    Pastor Steve Mechem 

mailto:stevemechem@gmail.com


We Have New Parking Lot Lights! 

The lighting project that was approved by the 

congregation back in June is almost completed. The 

wiring and bollards were completed in July while 

we waited for the fixtures to arrive.  The poles were 

installed on August 31 in less than a day!   

Now we have a new light pole in the upper parking 

lot, four poles with five light heads on the lower 

parking lot, and the three wall sconces have been 

replaced with newer and more energy efficient 

models that have a more appealing look and less 

glare.  Each new pole also has an electrical outlet 

that is energized 24/7 and will be handy for holiday 

decorating, powering electric tools in the yard, or 

other potential opportunities.   

Bell Electric has done a great job on our project 

once again.  In fact, one member said, “I expected 

there to be a lot more mess in the parking lot; it’s  

as though the bollards just popped up out of the 

ground.”   

Because the parking lot lights have motion sensors, 

we are still fine tuning the adjustments to make 

sure they have the right sensitivity setting to come 

on when folks leave from and return to their cars but are not triggered by every little thing that moves.  The 

lighting looks great and really enhances the safety and the aesthetic “feel” of our grounds at night.  Contact 

Pat Justis if you have questions or comments.                 

Thank you, Pat!! 

Free Firewood Available in Church Yard 

If you are in need of fireplace wood, please know we have two piles of wood in the church yard.  Church 

members are free to come and get as much as you would like to have!  The wood is located pretty close to 

the upper parking lot, along the east edge of the grass.  Note there are two different piles of wood.  If the 

ground is fully dry, you may pull onto the grass, but if it is not, please stay on the driveway. 

Contact Pat Justis at patjustis@gmail.com if you have any questions. 

From Tim Keeney, Ministry Support Coordinator for Stewardship: 

The annual Stewardship Drive is ramping up, so please keep an eye out for pledge cards in the mail and 

announcements on Sunday mornings.  Details to follow in the next Outlook.   

mailto:patjustis@gmail.com


Hey Everybody, 

A lifetime of experiences and relationships have 

lead me to a place of acceptance, affirmation 

and celebration of LGBTQ people. 

I consider myself an ally, a friend, a supporter. 

I believe in the worth and dignity of every 

human being, including LGBTQ people.  I 

believe in equality, in fairness, in justice for 

those who have been discriminated against and 

mistreated because of who they love.  

My heart breaks as LGBTQ young people are 

among the most threatened by bullying, by 

hateful behavior, by parental rejection, just for 

being who they are. 

Interestingly, I also have an immense respect 

for the Scriptures. I believe that the Bible is full 

of wisdom and guidance and has much to say 

to us about the way we are to live and be.  I am 

one of those people who believe the Bible 

should be taken seriously. 

So the question is sometimes asked of me, 

“How can you have such respect for the Bible 

and take the Bible seriously and still affirm the 

dignity, worth, and lives of LGBTQ people?  

Doesn’t the Bible say that homosexuality is a 

sin?  Doesn’t the Bible call people who engage 

in same sex activity abominations?  Weren’t 

entire cities destroyed because of homosexual 

behavior?  Doesn’t Paul call LGBTQ activity 

unnatural?” 

I would like to address what I believe the Bible 

says about LGBTQ people, same sex attraction, 

sexual orientation and sexual identity.  So in 

October, I plan to preach a series of sermons 

that I am calling, “What’s really there?”  And in 

the series, I plan to address the six clobber 

passages (a term I learned from Colby Martin) 

that people use to argue against LGBTQ folks. 

These passages are: 

Genesis 19 

Leviticus 18:22  

Leviticus 20:13 

Romans 1:26-2:1 

1 Corinthians 6:9 

1 Timothy 1:10 

I would encourage you to dig into these 

passages a little bit before the October series. 

Read the verses, look at the context, read 

commentary entries about them.  

The titles for the sermons are: 

October 4    What does the Bible say about  

          LGBTQ people? 

October 11   Abominating at Sodom and   

                       Gomorrah 

October 18   What’s the point? 

October 25   What does Jesus have to say? 

Perhaps a disclaimer is in order--It is difficult to 

speak on the subject of sexuality without 

skirting close to PG and PG-13 territory.  So, 

please be aware that while none of our 

conversation will be graphic, it may make some 

people uncomfortable. 

I hope you’ll join the conversation, 

Steve 

From our pastor. . . 



SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

Church school for all ages 9:30 a.m. 

Worship service 10:30 a.m. 

A nursery is provided. 

Coffee Fellowship follows the service. 

Telephone & fax (314) 991-3424 

E-mail:  office@2ndbc.org 

Website:  www.2ndbc.org 

Rev. Stephen Mechem, Pastor 

David Menninger, Moderator 

Second Baptist Church of Greater St. Louis 

An American Baptist Church 

9030 Clayton Road at McKnight 

St. Louis, Missouri 63117-1094 

 

Sundays at Second Baptist 


