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Still Together 

Even though we aren’t always in the same place, we are still together.  From the media reports we 

get, Dave Menninger estimates that between 50—60 households are watching the Sunday morning 

services, either in real time or later.  We have Zoom meetings just to chat on alternate Sunday 

evenings, for adult “Sunday School” on Thursdays, and for The Love Chapter and the council 

meeting each month.  We are staying in contact through phone calls, emails, and texts.  And we are 

praying and caring for each other, even though we can’t be physically together.       

Launch Sunday On Hold 

Normally this issue of the Outlook would be full of news about our fall Sunday School classes and 

the special day known as “Launch Sunday,” when we have multi-generational activities and our 

busy fall schedule begins.  This year we’ll have to wait.  Children’s Sunday School and the nursery 

are on hold until at least January.   

Kathryn Nall, Spiritual Growth Chair for Children, plans to send out materials to use at home 

periodically.  Henry San plans for the youth to meet on Zoom.  You’ll be hearing more about these 

initiatives when they are finalized.    

The camera team during the service Rev. Mike Dixon preaching 
on August 16 

Moderator Dave Menninger 
giving announcements 



Join Us on Zoom 

• Fellowship Time on alternate Sunday evenings.  Upcoming meetings are September 13th and 

27th, at 6:00 p.m.  To join, enter https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81829039492.  Use our usual 

password.       

• The Love Chapter—Monday, September 14, at 6:30 p.m.  This is a group designed to provide a 

safe space for LBGTQ people, their families, friends, and allies.  Contact Steve Mechem at  

stevemechem@gmail.com for how to connect. 

• Bible Study Class, led by Jerry Keeney—Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.  The Bible Study class will not 

meet on September 3rd or 10th.  The schedule after that is uncertain.  Contact Dave  

Menninger to find out when the class meets next.  When it begins again, you can connect with 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82872343216.  Same password.     

• Second Saturday (for teens)—Saturday, September 13, at 10:00 a.m.  Contact  Henry San for 

information. 
 

If you run into trouble connecting, contact Dave Menninger. 

The September Bible Reading Challenge 

Each month for the last several months, we have traversed together in the 

Bible Reading Challenge.  Every morning (except Sunday), an email is sent out 

that includes a chapter of Scripture with some questions attached intended to 

provoke thought.  Thus far, we have journeyed through the Gospel of Luke, 

the Proverbs, James, 1 & 2 Peter, 1, 2, & 3 John, Jude, and the Gospel of Mark. 

Now we will turn our attention to two books from the Apocrypha, First and 

Second Maccabees. 

The Apocrypha is a collection of books found in many Bibles, but not in all of them.  There are 

historical and theological reasons for this, and that will be explained in an introductory email to 

First Maccabees. 

First and Second Maccabees give an account of the Maccabean Revolt in the second century BCE.  

In this revolt the Greek oppressors are driven out of Jerusalem and the temple is recovered.  It is 

from these books that the wonderful holiday of Hanukkah comes. 

Just for fun, you are encouraged to look through the Bibles you have at home and count the 

number you have that include the Apocrypha.  If you don’t have any, don’t worry about it.  A 

chapter from Maccabees will be sent out each day via email. These readings come from the 

Common English Bible. 

For those who have never read from the Apocrypha, these readings will take you to new places as 

you discover the bravery of a few who are outnumbered and who are sure to be defeated.  Enjoy 

the read. 

          Pastor Steve Mechem 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81829039492


September Sermons  

September 6        Tumbleweeds  Exodus 3:1-4 

September 13        Passover  Exodus 12:1-14 

September 20        Pass Through  Exodus 14:21-22 

September 27        Manna-mania  Exodus 16:4 

Ryan Keeney Online with SBC 

Ryan Keeney joined the online “Sunday School” discussion group on August 6 

to share his perspective on the widespread protests and proposals for change 

in response to the killing of George Floyd.  Ryan has been personally involved 

in various change initiatives.  He has worked to organize graduate students to 

address inequities in academic life.  In his “exile” to St. Louis because of the 

pandemic, he has participated in some of the protests in response to racial 

inequities.   

Ryan reports that his perspective was deeply affected while an 

undergraduate at Elon University in Elon, North Carolina.  Students from the university were 

responding to the needs of a nearby under-served and under-resourced community.  “I didn’t 

realize until then,” he said, “how so many people live in such deep need and so close to the edge 

of serious hardship.” 

This experience drew him into political philosophy as a vocational avenue for developing healthy 

social change.  He is pursuing a graduate degree in political philosophy at New School, New York 

City.   Vocational possibilities include teaching at the university level, public policy research and 

writing (his second undergraduate major), and consulting through policy research organizations 

(sometimes called “think tanks”). 

The evening’s discussion considered how faith might be brought to bear on current issues, 

including how to find new insights that can lift us out of ruts that perpetuate injustice.  If love is 

the practice of good will and not just pleasant sentiment, how might distinctively “Christian” love 

generate openings toward reconciliation and healing? What might a “politics of love” look like? 

It was refreshing to hear and engage with a member of the new generation who is actively working 

to bring about new social and political forms, especially one who seeks to apply values instilled 

through Second Baptist.  Thank you, Ryan.   

           Jerry Keeney 



Hey Everybody, 

Here is the story. 

As part of my therapy after back surgery, I have been walking.  And walking.  

And walking. 

I have walked in the cold, I walked in the heat, I have walked in the rain, I 

have walked in the morning, I have walked at night, I have walked in the 

church, I have walked through the house, I have walked through the mall.  

There is a good chance that, if you have seen me in the last several months, you have seen me 

walking. 

For 120 straight days, I had walked at least 8 to 10 miles each day.  I had not wavered from this 

goal, and it had helped make my legs much stronger.  I kept walking when my knees hurt, I kept 

walking when my feet hurt, I kept walking when I noticed the sore on the bottom of my foot.  After 

a bit, I noticed the sore was getting worse, and I taped it up and kept walking.  

I called the podiatrist and made an appointment, and by the time I got to the office my foot and leg 

were swollen and my foot had grown an angry shade of red. 

The doctor looked at my foot and sent me to the emergency room.  I spent eight days in the 

hospital.  I have had MRIs, I was on three antibiotics (two of which were given through IV), I have 

had surgery in which the toe that “went wee, wee, wee,” all the way home was removed. 

I am now at home with orders to stay off my foot, and I’m taking antibiotics.  

That is the story. 

Life, as sweet as it is (and it is sweet) can also be very hard.  Life is unpredictable, it is frustrating, it 

is painful, it is expensive, and it changes in a moment. 

Life can change with a visit to your doctor’s office, with a visit to your boss’s office, with a phone 

call from a family member, as you drive through an intersection, as you climb down off the ladder, 

as you walk your way to health, as a world wide pandemic stops everything in its tracks. 

Perhaps life, by definition, is change.  Therefore, we can anticipate that life will be a series of 

changes, some wonderful and some that just stink! 

So what might be the lessons that I am learning from my cautionary tale about sudden change? 

There are many, but here are just a few. 

From our pastor. . . 



Life can be hard, but  

1)   the sun comes up every morning, 

2)    most people are incredibly kind, 

3)    the support of a community of faith is a beautiful thing, 

4)    you can see smiles through face coverings, 

5)    Judi is the best, 

6)    dogs are great therapy, 

7)    baseball is fun to watch 

8)    a Zoom call with your kids is good medicine, 

9)    there is always the other side after the hard, 

10)  God is gracious and present with us through it all. 

Let’s take care of each other, 

Pastor Steve, (or as my friends call me, “Stevie Nine Toes”). 
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Scripture  
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Outside fellowship circle after Communion Backpack Sunday 

Rick Rardin:  One Great 
Hour of Sharing Offering 


