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New Outlook 

The August Bible Reading Challenge 

The Scripture Reading Challenge for August will take us on a journey through 

the gospel of Mark.  Every day (except Sundays) in August, Pastor Steve will 

email a chapter from Mark with a few questions for thought at the end of each 

chapter.  You are invited to contemplate these questions privately or respond 

on the email thread so that others can see what you are thinking and can 

respond to you. 

It is a simple and fun way for us to stay connected and to engage with the scriptures. 

Second Baptist Resumes In-Person Worship Services 

On Sunday, July 5, about 30 people  

gathered at the church to experience 

worship together after 15 weeks apart.     

From Jane Mahan:  “It was so good to 

see my church family and hear Steve’s 

messages firsthand.  Brad’s singing each 

week, Cindy’s song, and Marilyn’s  

playing  were such a blessing, too.”     

The service continues to be streamed 

over live video.  You can connect by  

typing https://bit.ly/2nd_bc into a web 

browser.  It is also available by 2:00  Sundays on Facebook by clicking on this same link.  And you  

can also find it on the church website (2ndbc.org) under “Sermons.”   

For details on how the church is handling the re-opening, go the church’s website, hover over 

“About Us,” and click on “Reopening.”     

The traditional after-Communion fellowship circle outside 
with masks and social distancing  



 

To live the life of prayer means to emerge from my drowse,  

to awaken to the communing, guiding, healing, clarifying,  

transforming current of God’s Holy Spirit in which I am  

immersed. 

Douglas Steere in Dimensions of Prayer 

What Is (and Isn’t) Going On 

Meeting via Zoom: 

• Fellowship Time on Sunday nights at 6:00.         

• The Love Chapter—Monday, August 10, at 6:30 p.m.  Contact Steve Mechem at  

stevemechem@gmail.com for how to connect. 

• Bible Study Class (led by Jerry Keeney)—Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.  

• Second Saturday (for teens)—Saturday, August 9, at 10:00 a.m.  Contact Henry San.   

• Council meeting on Monday, August 17, at 6:30 p.m.   
 

On hold for now: 

• Book group   . 

• Koinonia 

• Men’s breakfast 

• In-person Sunday school and child care  

Providing Backpacks for Children 

We are in the midst of our Backpack Project.  The Backpack Project  

began a decade ago as refugees from Thailand were becoming a part of 

Second Baptist Church.  The idea behind the project was to provide the 

children with backpacks full of school supplies (which is a daunting feat 

since every school has different requirements).  It was intended to be a 

way that we could help our refugee families as they were adjusting to life 

here.  We have been doing 25-35 backpacks each year.   

You have been so generous in your support of this project.  So, thank you!!  You can still give this 

year by indicating that you would like your donation to go to “backpacks.” 

While the Backpack Project has been geared toward our immigrant students, we are aware that 

this year is unique in that other families might be feeling a big financial pinch.  If you would like 

help with school supplies for your children, please contact Pastor Steve confidentially and we will 

be glad to assist you. 



 
Re-Opening Day, July 5, 2020 



 Hey Everybody, 

As I write this, it is July 23.  It is Opening Day for the 2020 Major League 

Baseball season. 

Opening Day is one of my favorite days of the year—for me, it is a holiday, 

almost a Holy Day.  The Cubs (and Cardinals) will play their first game of 

the season tomorrow.  Opening Day is usually set for the end of March or 

the beginning of April.  But the pandemic changed that, as it changed so 

much about this upcoming season. 

• The usually grueling 162-game marathon that is the regular season has been reduced to a 60-

game sprint. 

• There will be no fans in stadiums. 

• Crowd noise will be piped in over the loudspeaker systems. 

• Players are prohibited from spitting or chewing sunflower seeds. 

• Dugouts are enlarged to help with social distancing. 

• Teams will travel much less and only play teams in their region of the country. 

• There will be no All Star game. 

• Players will be tested regularly, and a special category of the Injury List has been made for 

those who test positive for Covid. 

• The National League will join the American League in using a Designated Hitter. 

• Special rules have been instituted to insure that extra inning games are as short as possible. 

• And more. 

There are all of these changes, and still there is a distinct possibility that a Covid outbreak could 

bring the entire season to a screeching halt.  But those of us who love baseball will cherish every 

minute of it we can get! 

The baseball season with all its changes, weirdness, and uncertainty is an apt illustration for the 

way our world works in 2020.  Life is constantly changing, life is down-right weird, and life is  

uncertain.  It is almost impossible to plan anything, because things can change so quickly. 

So how do we respond to the weirdness that is our world right now? 

Let me suggest a few things: 

• Let’s be smart.  Our medical professionals keep telling us to wear face coverings, to stay  

socially distanced, to stay at home when we can, to wash our hands, and to take care of  

ourselves and the people around us.  Let’s do it! 

From our pastor. . . 



 

 August Sermons  

August 2 Pinned   Genesis 32:22-31 

August 9 Dream Catcher  Genesis 37:1-8 

August 16 Reveal   Genesis 45:1-3  

August 23 Who You Know  Exodus 1:8 

August 30 Brush Fire   Exodus 3:1-4 

• Let’s pray for each other.  May I suggest that, in addition to your other prayers, that you grab 

your most recent church directory and use it as a prayer guide to pray for church family and 

friends. 

• Let’s stay in touch.  Texts, phone calls, Facebook and Instagram posts, emails, notes, cards.   

Socially, we are in the golden age of being able to stay in touch.  So do it! 

• Let’s worship together.  And I don’t mean together in the same place.  While we are offering  

in-person worship each Sunday (unless the Covid numbers cause us to close it down again), we 

are also streaming Sunday services on Facebook, posting Sunday services to the website, and 

offering a Thursday night study time on Zoom.  These online experiences are expanding our 

reach and enhancing our fellowship. 

• Let’s be thankful.  There is so much to enjoy and cherish in this moment.  While it is a  

distressing time, it is also a time in which the refreshing spirit of God is present and active in 

our lives. 

• Let’s be curious and creative.  Read.  Write.  Draw.  Paint.  Cook.  Meditate.  Work a puzzle.  

Practice.  Learn to play an instrument online, study a philosophy (may I suggest stoicism and 

the writings of Epictetus), teach yourself a new language.  But, whatever you do, don’t turn 

being creative into a chore! 

• Let’s take care of ourselves.  Exercise, get enough sleep, try to eat right.  You know the drill. 

• Let’s be flexible.  The reality of the moment is that things change and change fast.  It seems 

that learning to go with the flow is an essential attitude in the present environment. 

• Let’s be kind!  We can make a difference in somebody’s life with our words and our actions.  

There appear to be a plethora of knuckle-heads out there.  Choose to not be one! 

• Let’s relax.  Watch the sunset.  Listen to some good music.  Check out an on-line museum.   

Snuggle with your dog (or cat, or guinea pig, but not your fish). 

And by all means, Let’s take care of each other (and go, Cubs, go), 

Steve 

 

 

   


