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New Outlook 

Church Plans to Open for In-Person Services July 5 

As we make plans for coming together for in-person worship, 

we are following the updates provided regularly by the Covid 

19 Regional Response Team as well as county health folks and 

the CDC.  At this point we are working toward an in-person 

worship date of July 5, 2020, while knowing that a change in 

the data could postpone it.  We are also working to develop 

safety protocols that will keep everybody healthy.  Updates 

will be shared as information comes together.  

In the meantime, services will be live-streamed at 9:00 a.m. every Sunday, and will continue to be live

-streamed after in-person services resume.  If you have a Facebook account, you can connect to the 

service live by typing https://bit.ly/2nd_bc into a web browser or by clicking on the blue link from this 

page.   (Note the underline symbol between “2nd” and “bc.”)  The service will be posted to Facebook 

after it is over and will also be on the church’s website, 2ndbc.org/sermons, later in the day. 

On Sunday, June 7, we will join together in a long-distance communion service.  Pastor Steve will 

guide us through the process.  We will need to supply our own elements.  They don’t have to be the 

traditional bread and grape juice/wine.  

One of the parts of worship that many of us are missing is the period in which we share concerns and 

celebrations.  Pastor Steve has been sending along Prayer Concern emails rather than sharing those 

concerns in the worship service to protect people’s privacy.  Beginning May 31, If you email any prayer 

concerns or celebrations to Steve before the service, he will mention them, without using last names or 

getting into specifics.  

From Pastor Steve:  We are experiencing wonderful worship moments on Sundays via FacebookLive, 

Facebook, and 2ndbc.org/sermons.  I am so thankful for Marilyn, Brad, Judi and Jay for giving us so 

much as we worship together.  And I am thankful for all that Dave is doing behind the scenes with 

technology and for Monica as she does a great job leading the FacebookLive discussion. 

https://bit.ly/2nd_bc
http://2ndbc.org/sermons


 
The June Bible Reading Challenge 

In the month of May, we have as a congregation read through, and 

reflected upon, the “Gospel according to Luke.”  Our default 

translation for this Bible reading adventure has been the Common 

English Bible.  Beyond the daily reading, we have wrestled with some 

questions about the text intended to challenge us to think deeply and 

reflectively.  It has been a wonderful experience for me as I have read 

your responses to the questions and have been forced to rethink some 

of the issues that I thought were settled in my mind. 

For June, we will turn to the Hebrew Bible and do a daily reading from the book of Proverbs. 

Proverbs is a part of the Wisdom Literature of the Hebrew Bible.  Its author is purported to be King 

Solomon, who supposedly collected all the best Proverbs of the day.  I think it’ll be fun as we go 

through the book of Proverbs to read it from the Message Bible.  So each day in June (except 

Sundays) I will send a chapter from the book of Proverbs as it is translated in the Message.  You 

are free to read what I send or you may open your favorite translation and read from there.  I 

think it’ll be an inspiring month as we dig into these Proverbs that have served as guiding 

principles to many through the centuries. 

Read On!!! 

Pastor Steve 

The Book Group is suspended until people are free to meet in groups again.  

Watch the Outlook and Sunday morning announcements for when it will 

start up.  At their next meeting, whenever it is, Rick Rardin will lead a 

discussion of The Nickel Boys, by Colson Whitehead.   

The Red Cross Training scheduled for June 6 has been cancelled and will be rescheduled 

for later in the summer after things settle down. 

Cancelled For Now 

 June Sermons  

June 7 Bang   Genesis 1:1-5 

June 14 Surprise   Genesis 18:1-5 

June 21 Yuck   Genesis 21:8-21  

June 28 Sacrifice   Genesis 22:1-3 



 From our pastor. . . 

Hey Everybody, 

Do you remember the board game “Operation”?  It’s a silly, fun game. 

When you open the lid of the box you see the image of a man who is 

prepared for surgery. Around his body, the cardboard has been cut in 

the shape of body parts that might need to be removed. 

You can see a heart shaped opening for the broken heart and a bone 

shaped opening for the funnybone and openings for the wishbone, the 

Adam’s apple, the brain freeze, the wrenched ankle, the Charlie horse 

and more.  Down inside each of the openings is placed a plastic piece of 

the same shape as the opening. 

Your task, when instructed to do so by the playing cards, is to remove an 

indicated body part. You do so with a small pair of tweezers which you 

insert into the opening on the man’s image and pull out the little piece 

of plastic. Now, the tweezers are metal and around each of the 

openings on the body is metal.  So, if the tweezers that you are holding 

touch the edge of the opening, the man’s red nose lights up and a buzzer sounds, indicating that 

you have failed in your task of removing the body part. 

Now when you look at the game board and see the body and see the openings and see the pieces 

of plastic inside each of the openings, it appears to be a pretty simple task to remove each of the 

body parts.  But as you know if you have played the game “Operation,” it is not so simple. 

Buzz!  Red light!  Buzz!  Red light! 

Removing some parts is easier than removing other parts, but it is quite 

possible that you can fail at every task.  I mention this game to you 

because the process that we are going through in our desire to re-open 

the church reminds me of the game “Operation.” 

It all seems simple enough.  Open the doors, welcome everybody in and 

enjoy worshiping together.  The problem, however, is that it is not as 

simple as it appears.  This is especially true if we are reopening with the 

stipulation that we be good friends and neighbors, that we show our love for each other in the way 

we care for each other.  With this goal in mind, planning to open the doors of the Sanctuary of the 

Beatitudes once again becomes a pretty daunting task. 

Putting it all together and figuring it all out is rather like sliding with tweezers into the opening of 

the body in the game of Operation and collecting the writer’s cramp or the butterflies in the 

stomach without the red light flashing and the buzzer buzzing.   

continued on next page 



 I am very thankful today that this is not a task that is left to me alone.  We have a group of 

exceptionably intelligent and wonderfully caring women and men who are checking the data, 

reading articles about the safest and best procedures, and who are willing to strive with each other 

to find best solutions. 

I never was any good at playing “Operation” (I cannot pull the funny bone out to save my life), but 

with the leadership that is being provided to this church by these incredible folks, I am confident 

that when we come back together for an in-person service on July 5, we will do so in a way that 

allows us to celebrate together in a very positive way! 

Please pray for this group of “re-openers” as we continue to formulate protocols that will be in 

place for us as we worship together again:  Monica Eppinger, Jay Jensen, Brooke Justis, Pat Justis, 

Tim Keeney, Dave Menninger, Sharon Parker, Henry San, Brad Short, Marilyn Short, and Lori 

Watrous.  As the protocols are finalized in the coming weeks, we will be sending out lots of 

information. 

Let’s take care of each other by taking care of each other, 

Pastor Steve 

The Anchor Holds 

arranged by Bryce Inman 
 

I have journeyed through the long, dark night, 

out on the open sea,  

by faith alone, sight unknown;  

and yet His eyes were watching me. 
 

The anchor holds, though the ship is battered. 

The anchor holds, though the sails are torn. 

I have fallen on my knees as I face the raging seas, 

The anchor holds in spite of the storm. 
 

I've had visions, I've had dreams; 

I've even held them in my hand. 

But I never knew they would slip right through 

like they were only grains of sand. 
 

I have been young - but I'm older now. 

And there has been beauty these eyes have seen. 

But it was in the night, through the storms of my life, 

that's where God proved His love to me. 

A screen shot of Brad Short singing 

“The Anchor Holds” at the worship 

service on May 24, accompanied by 

Marilyn.  Thanks, Brad and Marilyn, 

for reminding us that as we are 

experiencing our own “long dark 

night,” we have an anchor we can 

depend on.    


