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Ash Wednesday Supper and Service February 26  

Second Baptist will observe Ash Wednesday on February 26 

with a simple supper at 5:30 p.m. in the Community Room, 

followed by a worship service at 6:15 p.m. in the sanctuary 

that will include Communion and ashes.  If you would like to 

bring a salad or soup to share, please sign up  at the Welcome 

Center.  
 

Ash Wednesday, always 46 days before Easter, marks the 

beginning of Lent, traditionally a period of penitence and 

prayer.  Since Sundays are to be days of celebration of Christ’s resurrection whatever the season, Lent 

does not include Sundays, so it lasts 40 days, in memory of Christ’s 40 days in the wilderness.     

Unity in the Community Lenten Services Begin March 4 

The churches of Richmond Heights will once again host 

joint services during the Lenten Season.  Each Wednesday 

in Lent a different church will hold a short service 

beginning at noon, followed by a light luncheon at 12:30.  

The first service will be held at Second Baptist on 

Wednesday, March 4.  Please sign up at the Welcome 

Center if you can bring soup, salad, or cookies.   

Initiated by Richmond Heights Mayor Jim Thomson in 

2017, these Lenten services with our neighbors have 

broadened our experience of worship as well as helped us create relationships within our local 

community.  The schedule for later services is still being finalized.  See the March New Outlook and 

church bulletins later in February for the full schedule.   
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From the American Baptist Churches website:  A Lenten Devotional 
 

The Reality of Death and The Hope of Resurrection 

Easter is the time when the full view of the Gospel reminds us of the story of 

Jesus’ death and resurrection.  The book of Acts of the Apostles is steeped 

with the rehearsing of the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Paul 

spends time developing his New Testament themes around the fact of 

Christ’s resurrection.  To remember His death is also to remember his life in 

the power of the resurrection. 

So much that we encounter in these days and times is filled with reminders 

that death is ever present around us in this life.  We find ourselves in a 24-

hour news cycle replete with news of violence, deception, corruption and anxiety.  In fact, the more 

“sensational” the news, the more it leads as “breaking news” in the broadcast.  The old adage is true; 

“…if it bleeds, it leads.”  Yet, our society hungers for good news and words that feed our spirits with 

hope in the midst of it all. 

Jesus spoke of his death with unflinching detail to his disciples.  He reminded them that he would suffer 

emotionally and physically at the hands of enemies and even his own friends would desert him. 

However, he never talked about death without talking about resurrection.  That is the power of His 

conversation.  To that end, we can be assured that even in the midst of death, we have the hope and 

power of life through His resurrection. 

In a very practical way, death is a symbol of defeat.  That is why believers celebrate resurrection every 

sabbath when we come together in worship.  It is a reminder that no matter what society or the news 

cycle has to offer, there is always hope for a better day and a better society.  Resurrection reminds us 

that we serve a Christ who can turn every test into a testimony, every problem into possibility and 

every worry we have into worship.  The Gospel story reminds us that, yes, we are in the midst of death. 

But, as believers, we live, move and have our being in the power of the resurrected Christ. 

Amen. 

Rev Dr. Perry Hopper 

Associate Executive Director 

Ministers and Missionaries Benefit Board, American Baptist Churches, USA 

Scripture references: 

Luke 18:31-33 

I Corinthians 15 



 

 

Super Bowl Party at the Apples’ 

Everyone is invited to the Super Bowl party at Mike and  Bev Apple’s home on 

Sunday, February 2, at 4:30 to watch the San Francisco 49ers and the Kansas 

City Chiefs vie for the Super Bowl championship.  The game begins at 5:30.   

Even if you’re not a football fan, come and enjoy the fellowship with your 

church friends.   

Please bring an appetizer, side dish, or dessert to share.  Meat and drinks will be provided.  Join us for 

an evening of game watching, conversation, fun, and great food.  Please let Mike or Bev know if you 

can come.    

See you there! 

Yum! 

The Second Baptist Church Youth are having a bake sale on Sunday, February 9, 

after church to raise money for summer camp at the American Baptist 

Conference Center at Green Lake, Wisconsin.  Here’s your chance to pick up 

some sweets for your valentine—and yourself!  There are always lots of 

scrumptious goodies to choose from.     

Exploring the Spiritual Life with Friends 

Second Baptist offers a twice-monthly opportunity for exploring the spiritual life more deeply.  Koinonia 

normally meets on the second and fourth Wednesdays of each month at 6:30 in the pastor’s study.  

(We’ll be glad to move if we outgrow the 

space!)  However, this month because Ash 

Wednesday falls on our normal meeting 

night, we’ll meet on February 12 only.  

After a time of sharing what is going on in 

our lives, a volunteer from the group leads 

a discussion on some aspect of the spiritual 

life that interests him or her.  You can 

participate in the group without leading any 

sessions if that’s your preference.  

Current participants find the group helpful, both in supporting one another as we try to be faithful to 

our calling in Christ and in giving us new ideas to think about and put into practice.  Lent would be a 

great time to join us!     



 

 

The New Outlook is a monthly publication 

of Second Baptist Church of Greater St. 

Louis.  Please send articles and photos by 

February 16 for the next issue. 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES   

Sun  8:45 a.m. Choir practice 

 9:15 a.m.  Karen worship     

 9:30 a.m. Church school 

                10:30 a.m. Worship service  

                11:30 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship 

 11:40 a.m.  2nd Sunday Choir rehearsal 

Mon  6:00 p.m. Community Gospel Choir 

Tues  6:00 p.m. Al Anon 

Wed  9—noon Friendship International 

Thurs  7:00 p.m. Choir practice   

 

COMING UP 

Feb 2  4:30 p.m.  Super Bowl party at the Apples’ home 

Feb 8 10:00 a.m.  Youth Second Saturday Gathering 

Feb 9  11:30 a.m.  Youth bake sale during Coffee Fellowship 

Feb 10  6:30 p.m.  The Love Chapter 

Feb 11 1:00 p.m.  Book group 

Feb 12  6:30 p.m.  Koinonia 

Feb 15  7:30 a.m.  Men’s breakfast  

Feb 16   Newsletter deadline 

Feb 17  6:30 p.m.  Council meeting 

Feb 26  5:30 p.m.  Ash Wednesday supper and service 

Mar 4  Noon  Unity in the Community Service at Second 

Discussing Books with Friends 

On Tuesday, February 11, at 1:00 in the 

Community Room, Paula Rardin will lead 

a discussion of Where the Crawdads 

Sing, by Delia Owens.  Everyone is invited 

to join us.   

 February Sermons  

February 2 Options  Matthew 16:13-16 

February 9 Dibs  Mark 10:35-40   

February 16 In or Out  Mark 9: 38-41 

February 23 Children  Matthew 19:13-15 

First Aid Training Offered at Second Baptist 

Please plan on joining us for First Aid and AED Training on April 25 from 9:00 a.m. 

until noon.  The class is taught by Safety First Consultants and includes CPR training 

(Red Cross certification available for a small fee), operation of our AED, and general 

first aid, including basic stroke evaluation.  A sign-up sheet will be in the Welcome 

Center, or you can let Tim Keeney or Linda Marks know you’d like to attend. 



 

 

From our pastor. . .   

Hey friends, 

 Excuse me for being so personal for these next few paragraphs. 

 As most of you know, or have witnessed firsthand, I have had significant leg 

and back issues for the past year +. You saw me move from a hobble to a cane 

to two walking sticks.  After several months of testing, my doctors decided that 

back surgery was in order. 

 I am now almost six weeks past that surgery.  In some ways, the progress is 

slower than I want it to be, but all in all, I think I am progressing well. 

 I want to thank you, this congregation, for your prayers, support, advice, and patience with me 

throughout this ordeal.  You have been there to provide transportation when driving was difficult, to 

help haul things around, to help take care of dogs, and even helped us maintain our family’s Christmas 

tree tradition of securing a live tree every year when I was told that I couldn’t lift.  There are too many 

of you to thank by name here, so suffice it to say, I thank you all for your love and your generosity. 

 In addition to my back issues and surgery, Judi has been going through the process of saying goodbye 

to her father and supporting her family as he transitioned from this life to the next.  We have both felt 

your love and prayers during this time.  Your notes, messages, words of encouragement, and physical 

acts of compassion have been deeply appreciated. 

 Quite simply, you are the best.  We are privileged to serve with you and we love you beyond measure. 

 Let’s take care of each other, 

 Steve 

Celebrating 

the Karen 

New Year 



 

 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

Church school for all ages 9:30 a.m. 

Worship service 10:30 a.m. 

A nursery is provided. 

Coffee Fellowship follows the service. 

Telephone & fax (314) 991-3424 

E-mail:  office@2ndbc.org 

Website:  www.2ndbc.org 

Rev. Stephen Mechem, Pastor 

Dr. Jay Jensen, Moderator 

Second Baptist Church of Greater St. Louis 

An American Baptist Church 

9030 Clayton Road at McKnight 

St. Louis, Missouri 63117-1094 


