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Spreading the Word about Second Baptist 

From March to November of 2019,  

Judy Comfort, Outreach Chair, 

worked on getting a new sign for our 

property that could be easily 

updated and that could announce 

multiple activities.  She presented 

her proposal for a changeable 

electronic sign to the Church Council 

and then to the congregation, both 

of which approved the money for it, 

to be taken from the Alice Coffman 

Memorial Fund.  She got 4 bids, eventually choosing Dale Sign Company.  Then she met with the 

Richmond Heights Planning and Zoning Commission, and after they said yes, she met with the 

Richmond Heights City Council, where it was approved unanimously.  Some of the council members 

drove by the church to see the proposed sign’s location before the vote.   

The sign can be changed from anywhere.  For the most part, Judy is keeping it updated, but Dave 

Menninger and the church office also have the instructions and can act as Judy’s backup.  She normally 

creates 4-8 screens at a time, which change every 8 seconds.  The sign company provides an image 

library, but Judy can also use images she finds elsewhere.  She can choose from several print styles.     

“I’m happy with the sign—it’s a quality sign and easy to program,” Judy says.  “I hope it helps us get the 

word out as to what we do as a church.” 

Many, many thanks to Judy for her hard work and persistence in making this happen! 



 

 

 January 2020 Sermons  

January 5 Yes   Matthew 4:18-22 

January 12 Where?  John 6:66-69 

January 19 Come and see?   John 1:43-46 

January 26 Scared  Matthew 8:23-27 

The Love Chapter 

“The Love Chapter” got off to a good start last month as 13 people attended its first meeting.   

This new group is designed to provide a safe space for LBGTQ people, their parents, families, friends, 

and allies to gather, to discuss, and to receive encouragement and support.  Our goal in “The Love 

Chapter” is that people feel affirmed in who they are and encouraged on their life’s journey. 

Beyond affirmation, our hope is that questions can be asked and explored.  We know that many folks 

experiencing the “coming out” of a loved one have questions and need encouragement to be the most 

supportive they can be.  It is a journey not only for the LBGTQ person, but also for his or her parents, 

siblings, and friends as well.  There are all sorts of questions that arise about the use of language, the 

ways to be supportive, and how to respond to homophobic or hateful responses. 

It is our hope that church folks will feel encouraged to participate in the group and that people from 

the community will come and experience the camaraderie as we support and encourage each other. 

“The Love Chapter” meets on the second Monday of each month at 6:30 in the Community Room.  You 

are welcome to be a part of a very special group. 

And has there been a mention of refreshments?  Yep, there will be refreshments.  Come and join us.  

           Pastor Steve Mechem 

Mark your calendar for February 2 at 4:30 p.m. for a Super Bowl party at Mike and Bev 

Apple’s home.  Please bring an appetizer, side dish, or dessert to share.  Meat and 

drinks will be provided. 

Good advice from Paul for the new year:  “Finally, beloved, whatever is true, 

whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, 

whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything 

worthy of praise, think about these things. “  Philippians 4:8 



 

 

Super Sleuths Crack the Case 

For months now, in their Sunday 

School class, Super Sleuths Joey Ler 

Saw, Esther San, Lauren Heller, Alara 

Heller, and Klo Htoo Say have been 

following the movements of a man 

walking from one town to another, 

preaching God’s word to anyone who 

will listen.  Beginning their search in 

Galilee, they learned that this man has 

a band of 12 men, called disciples, 

who travel with him and do whatever 

he asks.  He preaches to large crowds about love and blessings, also called the Beatitudes, and he says he 

must proclaim the good news of the Kingdom of God.   

Now the detectives’ search to find out where this man came from 

has brought them to a small town called Bethlehem.  They learned 

that he was born in a lowly stable and that his birth was first 

announced to shepherds by an angel.  Soon other people came to 

see him.  Animals came too:  A lamb  gave some wool for a blanket.  

A cow came to give some milk.  A donkey came to give him a ride.   

Everyone gave thanks to God for Jesus, their Savior and Friend.   

After the Play:  A Special Guest 



 

 

Reflecting on Christmas at Second Baptist 

Ah, the beauty of the Songs & Sonnets and Christmas Eve services!  Each was even more breathtaking 

this year to me.  

The addition of the string quartet added such beautiful sounds to the so thoughtful and inspiring music 

presented by the choir.  Many, many thanks to Brad and Marilyn and the choir for bringing the true 

sounds of Christmas into our hearts.  The sonnets were so beautifully composed and fit perfectly with 

the scriptures and music.  All the poets and scripture readers were so thought provoking.  

The Christmas Eve service was especially beautiful as Kara led us through the sights, sounds, smells, and 

feelings of that wondrous night so long ago when Christ was born.  A special addition to her sermon 

was the beautiful music her husband Ken played.  And then came the softly lit candles everyone held 

while forming a fellowship circle around the sanctuary and singing “Silent Night.” It was a night to be 

cherished in our hearts for the whole new year.   

        Linda Marks, Spiritual Growth Chair/Adults 

Songs and Sonnets 



 

 

From our pastor. . 

. 

 

 

Hey friends, 

In last month’s newsletter I shared with you the great poem by Howard 

Thurman entitled, “The Work of Christmas.” The last half of the piece reads, 

“The work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost, 

To heal the broken, 

To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 

To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among brothers,  

To make music in the heart.” 
 

As we are entering this new year, may I just say that I am so proud of this congregation for the ministry 

you do. 

In the last couple of months, you have given and given and given to make a difference in peoples’ lives. 

In November, you gave significantly to the World Mission Offering, which allows American Baptists to 

serve in countries around the world.  

Also in November, you partnered with Antioch Baptist Church to provide Thanksgiving baskets for over 

200 families. 

In December you gave sacrificially so that children from under resourced families might have a special 

gift for Christmas.  Again, working with Antioch Baptist Church, you provided Christmas gifts for around 

1000 children. 

Also in December, you sponsored one of the Hundred Neediest Families and showered them with 

holiday cheer. 

All this, is in addition to your regular giving and your giving to the Staff Love Gift. 

You are amazing!  God bless you for your generosity and may God bless us as a congregation as we 

discover new ways to serve. 

Let’s take care of each other! 

Steve 



 

 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

Church school for all ages 9:30 a.m. 

Worship service 10:30 a.m. 

A nursery is provided. 

Coffee Fellowship follows the service. 

Telephone & fax (314) 991-3424 

E-mail:  office@2ndbc.org 

Website:  www.2ndbc.org 

Rev. Stephen Mechem, Pastor 

Dr. Jay Jensen, Moderator 

Second Baptist Church of Greater St. Louis 

An American Baptist Church 

9030 Clayton Road at McKnight 

St. Louis, Missouri 63117-1094 

Discussing Books with Friends 

On Tuesday, January 14, at 1:00 in the 

Community Room, Jay and Joan Jensen 

will lead a discussion of Barracoon, by 

Zora Neale Hurston. Everyone is invited 

to join us.   

The New Outlook is a monthly publication 

of Second Baptist Church of Greater St. 

Louis.  Please send articles and photos by 

January 19 for the next issue. 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES   

Sun  8:45 a.m. Choir practice 

 9:15 a.m.  Karen worship     

 9:30 a.m. Church school 

                10:30 a.m. Worship service  

                11:30 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship 

 11:40  2nd Sunday Choir rehearsal 

Mon  6:00 p.m. Community Gospel Choir 

Tues  6:00 p.m. Al Anon 

Wed  9—noon Friendship International 

Thurs  7:00 p.m. Choir practice   

 

COMING UP 

Jan 11 10:30 a.m.  Youth Second Saturday Gathering 

Jan 13  6:30 p.m.  The Love Chapter 

Jan 14 1:00 p.m.  Book group 

Jan 15  6:30 p.m.  Koinonia 

Jan 18  7:30 a.m.  Men’s breakfast  

Jan 19  11:40 a.m.  Second Sunday choir rehearsals resume 

Jan 19   Newsletter deadline 

Jan 20  6:30 p.m.  Council meeting 

Jan 26  11:30 a.m.  Congregational luncheon/budget meeting 

Feb 2  4:30 p.m.  Super Bowl Party at the Apples’ home 


