
 

 

Second Baptist Church   
Open and Progressive since 1833 

December 
2019 

New Outlook 

Annual Christmas Dinner and  Entertainment 

Sunday, December 8, 2019, at 5:30 p.m. 

Plan to kick off the Christmas season with a special evening of great food and fellowship, with 

entertainment provided by our children and youth.    

The children will put on a play entitled “Jesus, Friend to All,” by Linda Marks.  Four detectives and a  

cow, sheep, donkey and camel all come to meet Jesus and celebrate his birth.   

We are expecting a visitor from the North Pole bringing a bagful of gifts for the children.  And they will 

each have a chance to sit on his lap and tell him their hopes for Christmas.  lt will be a joyous evening 

for all ages, and we hope you can join us.  The cost is $9 per adult, $4 per child, or $25 per family.  You 

can make your reservation by calling the church office or by filling out the insert in the bulletin.    

Christmas at Second Baptist 

Christmas is soon approaching, and there’s lots going on at Second Baptist!  Thought-provoking 

sermons, fellowship times, good food, performances by our children and youth, beautiful music and 

poetry, and the solemnity of a candlelight service on Christmas Eve all provide opportunities to 

celebrate Christ’s coming among us.   

The worship service on December 22 will be our annual Songs 

and Sonnets service, featuring music paired with original poetry 

by members of our own congregation.   

On Christmas Eve at 5:00 p.m. we will share in a traditional 

candle-lighting service.  The children will complete the nativity 

scene by putting the baby Jesus in the manger. 



 

 

The Love Chapter 

A safe space for parents, family, friends, and allies of the LBGTQ+ folks 

Second Baptist Church is hosting a monthly gathering for parents, family, and friends of LBGTQ people. 

We will gather informally, enjoy wonderful refreshments, and engage with each other on this wonderful 

journey we are taking as friends, allies and supporters of gay and trans folks who are striving to be who 

they are in a society that is often hostile toward them.  While different programming will be planned for 

the ongoing gatherings, our first few meetings will be designed as a time to share experiences and to 

provide and receive encouragement as we walk alongside our family and friends. 

The first gathering will be Monday, December 9, at 6:30 in the Community Room at Second Baptist 

Church.  Help spread the word! 

                     Pastor Steve Mechem 

Two Opportunities to Help Our Neighbors 

Because the organization is no longer open that helped us coordinate with a family 

in need at Christmas time, Council has given approval for us to adopt one of the Post 

Dispatch Neediest Cases as our family to assist this year.  Mrs. P is a 64-year old 

woman whose sister has recently died, leaving two grandchildren whom Mrs. P is 

now responsible for.  She is also caring for her elderly mother and not long ago had a 

heart attack herself.  A poster in the narthex lists requests from Mrs. P and the 

children.  If you’d like to help, you can purchase items from the list and bring them 

to church, wrapped and labeled, by December 15.  Or you can give a monetary donation for Mrs. P’s 

overall expenses.      

Also, Antioch Baptist will be providing toys for needy children in their neighborhood.  We can help by  

donating money for the project by December 8.   

Please put monetary contributions in the offering plate in an envelope marked with what they are for or 

send them to the church office.  Checks should be made out to Second Baptist. 

Decorating the Sanctuary with Poinsettias 

If you’d like to provide poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary for the Christmas season, 

you can order them in memory of, in appreciation of, or in celebration of someone.  They 

will be displayed on the chancel from December 15 through Christmas Eve.  You may take 

them home after that.   

The cost is $12.00 each.  If you would like to place an order, please fill out the green sheet 

in the bulletin and place it in the offering plate, mail it, or call the church office.  Orders need to be in by 

December 8.  Checks should be make out to Second Baptist Church with “Poinsettias” on the memo line.   



 

 

Second Baptist Contributes to The Biome School 

On Launch Sunday Mark Kent, President of The Biome 

Foundation, visited our church and described the work of 

The Biome School in St. Louis’s inner city.  Randall McGee, 

who was in town to perform at a benefit concert for the 

school, came with him and sang for our worship service.     

Melissa Bancks, Community Mission Chair, recommended 

that Second Baptist give a donation to the school.  When 

she sent the check, she wrote, in part:   

“Like many in our church, I was deeply moved by the 

musical presentation and introduction to the mission of 

The Biome School presented by Mark Kent early this fall.   Reading the heart-breaking stories in the 

Post Dispatch this summer, I was hoping our church could find a way to support a mission such as yours.  

I approached our Second Baptist Church Council with the idea that we could support The Biome School 

with a financial gift.   

“Second Baptist Church, Sanctuary of the Beatitudes, would 

like to support The Biome School with a gift of $1500, a 

combination of funds in memory of Kim Fox, our well-loved 

Assistant Pastor, and David Mahan, past Superintendent of 

St. Louis Public Schools and long time cherished member of 

Second.  Both of these inspiring men believed in the power 

of mission and education.” 

More about The Biome, from Mark Kent, President of the 

Biome Foundation:   

The Biome school is grateful to Second Baptist Church for their generous gift of $1,500!  

The Biome is a new kind of K-5 school, for the next generation – 

one that offers customized, project-based and student-centered 

learning opportunities with an emphasis on growth mindset and 

STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics) 

education. The Biome charter school creates a balanced learning 

ecosystem in which teachers work together with students to 

cultivate a growth mindset as they discover their unique gifts, 

talents, and interests.   



 

 

Discussing Books with Friends 

On Tuesday, December 10, at 1:00 in the 

Community Room, Sandy Dixon will lead 

a discussion of A Cardinal Christmas, by 

Fannie Flagg.  Everyone is invited.   

The New Outlook is a monthly publication 

of Second Baptist Church of Greater St. 

Louis.  Please send articles and photos by 

December 15 for the next issue. 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES   

Sun  8:45 a.m. Choir practice 

 9:15 a.m.  Church school     

 9:15 a.m. Karen worship 

                10:30 a.m. Worship service  

                11:30 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship 

 11:40  2nd Sunday Choir rehearsal 

Mon  6:00 p.m. Community Gospel Choir 

Tues  6:00 p.m. Al Anon 

Wed  9—noon Friendship International 

Thurs  6:30 p.m. Choir practice   

 

COMING UP 

Dec 1   Advent begins 

Dec 4 6:30 p.m.  Koinonia 

Dec 8 5:30 p.m.  Christmas dinner and children’s play 

Dec 9 6:30 p.m.  The Love Chapter  

Dec 10 1:00 p.m.  Book group   

Dec 14 10:00 a.m.  Youth Second Saturday Gathering 

Dec 15  11:30 a.m.  Informational budget meeting after church 

Dec 16  6:30 p.m.  Church council meets 

Dec 22  10:30 a.m.  Songs and Sonnets 

Dec 24   5:00 p.m.  Christmas Eve service 

We Did It! 

Last month we partnered with our friends at Antioch Baptist Church to help folks celebrate 

Thanksgiving.  The goal was to prepare 200 Thanksgiving baskets, each containing enough food for a 

family’s Thanksgiving dinner plus leftovers for later.  Our part was to supply 400 cans each of green 

beans, corn, and cranberry sauce and 400 boxes of muffin mix.  And we did it!  Pictured here are 

Second Baptist folks delivering the food to Antioch.   



 

 

From our pastor. . . 

Hey everybody.  It is Advent Season. 

I share with you one of my favorite Advent poems entitled “The Work of Christmas.”  The poem was 

written by Howard Thurman, an active Quaker and a prophetic voice in the civil rights movement. 

This poem appears in Thurman’s book, Black Fire: African American Quakers on Spirituality and Human 

Rights.  

It is a wonderful reminder to us that the Christmas season is about much more than trees and wreaths 

and presents.  It is about living in such a way that the coming of Jesus is made known to the people 

around us. 

Enjoy and ponder! 

The Work of Christmas 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and the princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back with their flock, 

The work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost, 

To heal the broken, 

To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 

To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among brothers, 

To make music in the heart. 
 

Let’s take care of each other, 

Steve 

  December Sermons  

December 1 A Child   Isaiah 9:6-7 

December 8 Tent Camping  John 1:1-5 

December 15 Empty Nest  Philippians 2:5-8 

December 22 Songs and Sonnets Music and poetry 

December 29 Exalted   Philippians 2:9-11 



 

 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

Church school for all ages 9:15 a.m. 

Worship service 10:30 a.m. 

A nursery is provided. 

Coffee Fellowship follows the service. 

Telephone & fax (314) 991-3424 

E-mail:  office@2ndbc.org 

Website:  www.2ndbc.org 

Rev. Stephen Mechem, Pastor 

Dr. Jay Jensen, Moderator 

Second Baptist Church of Greater St. Louis 

An American Baptist Church 

9030 Clayton Road at McKnight 

St. Louis, Missouri 63117-1094 


