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The Love Chapter 

A safe space for parents, family, friends, and allies of the LBGTQ+ folks 

Second Baptist Church is hosting a monthly gathering for parents, family, and friends of LBGTQ people. 

We will gather informally, enjoy wonderful refreshments, and engage with each other on this 

wonderful journey we are taking as friends, allies and supporters of gay and trans folks who are 

striving to be who they are in a society that is often hostile toward them.  While different 

programming will be planned for the ongoing gatherings, our first few meetings will be designed as a 

time to share experiences and to provide and receive encouragement as we walk alongside our family 

and friends. 

The first gathering will be Monday, December 9, at 6:30 in the Community Room at Second Baptist 

Church.  Help spread the word! 

                     Pastor Steve Mechem 

Coming Up in December 

Begin your Christmas season with the annual Christmas dinner 

and children’s play on December 8th.  The play will be  about 

Jesus’ birth and some special friends.  

The Choir will present “Songs and Sonnets” during the worship 

service on Sunday, December 22.  This is a service of beautiful 

music and poetry highlighting the meaning to each of us of our 

Savior’s birth. 

Join the Choir for Songs and Sonnets  

Beginning Thursday, November 7, the choir will practice from 6:30—8:00 p.m. to prepare for the Songs 

and Sonnets service as well as to rehearse for Sunday morning services.  If you would like to join the 

choir as they prepare for Songs and Sonnets, please come at 6:30 on Thursdays. 

                                                                                                                                 Brad and Marilyn Short 



 

 

 November Sermons  

November 3 Pat on the Back  II Thessalonians 1:1-4 

November 10 On Purpose  II Thessalonians 2:13-17 

November 17 Sitting on the Beach II Thessalonians 3:16-17 

November 24 WKRP in Cincinnati Romans 12:1-2 

Pet Blessing 

Over 200 Kids Came to Trunk or Treat! 



 

 

Building Blocks of Neighborhood Revitalization 

Ever since attending a weekend conference on urban vacancy 

and blight in November of last year, Dave Menninger has 

devoted a nearly full-time effort to provide web tools to assist in 

revitalizing St Louis neighborhoods.  At the Men’s Breakfast on 

October 26th, Dave talked about the city’s vacancy problem and 

shared his web tools used by lawyers fighting vacancy in St. 

Louis.  

While trained primarily as a web experience designer, Dave left 

his work in Silicon Valley 15 months ago with an interest in 

building interactive web tools.  This new work satisfies that 

interest while fulfilling an important community need.  Currently 

nearly a fifth of St. Louis properties are vacant (around 25,000).  

While many of those are already owned by the city or are vacant lots, up to 8,000 are privately owned 

buildings.  

Working closely with Peter Hoffman at Legal Services of Eastern Missouri, David has created an 

interactive, color-coded map of all the potentially vacant properties in St. Louis.  Peter and his team use 

the map in collaboration with neighborhood associations to identify properties that are good 

candidates for legal action. 

The map displays data from 12 different datasets from four city departments compiled by the St. Louis 

Vacancy Collaborative.  Each property is essentially given a score based on how well it satisfies the 

conditions of vacancy, nuisance, and tax delinquency required by the courts to gain control of the 

property.  The score is 

displayed as color intensity on 

the map, allowing the lawyers 

and neighborhood associations 

to quickly scan a neighborhood 

for problem properties that 

they might be able to rehab. 

Dave summed up the project as 

“a wonderful fit.  For me, 

building stuff on the web is like 

playing with Legos: all the 

pieces are out there and you 

get to choose how to put them 

together.” 



 

 

From our pastor. . . 

 Hey everybody, 

The smells:  Pumpkin pie just coming out of the oven. turkey baking in the 

kitchen, Grandma’s perfume.  

The sounds:  Conversation between people who haven’t seen each other in a 

while, the reporting of the parade on television, the loud and boisterous, 

politically incorrect uncle, the aunt that is very loud and overly affectionate. 

The activity:  Those few moments before the prayer is said and dinner is served,  those moments of 

sheer mayhem as food comes out of the oven, and out of the refrigerator, and off the back porch. The 

odd game of musical chairs that takes place as adults find their spot at the table and kids are shuffled 

off to the card table in the corner of the room. 

The memories:  In some ways, that’s what the day is all about—sharing memories of previous 

Thanksgiving celebrations and creating brand new memories. 

If you’re fortunate, the description above is the norm of Thanksgiving.  Of course there are differences 

in different households—some do vegetarian Thanksgiving, some do pizza for Thanksgiving, some go to 

a restaurant for Thanksgiving, but the general sense of family, togetherness, and memory-making are 

the same. 

For many however, Thanksgiving is hard.  Sometimes it is hard because there are no family and no 

friends with whom to celebrate.  

For others, Thanksgiving is hard because there are not the resources to pay for the traditional feast 

that feeds family and friends.  Preparing a feast is expensive, and for some people it is an impossibility. 

At Second Baptist Church, we have joined together with our friends at Antioch Baptist Church to help 

folks celebrate Thanksgiving.  This year we are planning to prepare 200 Thanksgiving baskets that will 

contain enough food to feed the family plus leftovers for later.  It is a simple reality that without these 

baskets, many of these families would have to forgo a memory making, sweet smell inducing, loud and 

boisterous, full of laughter and joy Thanksgiving. 

While Antioch supplies the lion’s share of food, including turkeys and fixin’s and bread and cake mixes 

and pies for each 200 families, our responsibility is supplying vegetables and cranberries and muffin 

mix.  It is our goal to put into every basket two cans of green beans, two cans of corn, two cans of 

cranberry sauce, and two boxes of muffin mix. 

Therefore we are asking you to help provide these things by doing one of two things:  1) As you are 

doing your own grocery shopping over these next weeks, please pick up the items requested and bring 



 

 

Discussing Books with Friends 

On Tuesday, November 12, at 1:00 in the 

Community Room, Gloria Barbre will 

lead a discussion of A Bigger Table:  

Building Messy, Authentic, and Hopeful 

Spiritual Community, by John Pavlovitz.   

Everyone is invited to join us.   

The New Outlook is a monthly publication 

of Second Baptist Church of Greater St. 

Louis.  Please send articles and photos by 

November 17 for the next issue. 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES   

Sun  8:45 a.m. Choir practice 

 9:15 a.m.  Church school     

 9:15 a.m. Karen worship 

                10:30 a.m. Worship service  

                11:30 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship 

 11:40  2nd Sunday Choir rehearsal 

Mon  6:00 p.m. Community Gospel Choir 

Tues  6:00 p.m. Al Anon 

Wed  9—noon Friendship International 

Thurs  6:30 p.m. Choir practice   

 

COMING UP 

Nov 2  4:30 p.m.  Emily McLaughlin/Kennedy San wedding 

Nov 3  2:00 a.m.  Daylight savings time ends 

Nov 9 10:00 a.m.  Youth Second Saturday Gathering 

Nov 12 1:00 p.m.  Book group 

Nov 16 7:30 a.m.  Men’s breakfast at Second 

Nov 18 6:30 p.m.  Council meeting 

Nov 28   Thanksgiving 

Dec 1   Advent begins 

Dec 8 5:30 p.m.  Christmas dinner and children’s play 

Dec 9 6:30 p.m.  The Love Chapter (see p.1) 

Dec 22 10:30 a.m.  Songs and Sonnets 

Dec 24  5:00 p.m.  Christmas Eve service 

Turn your clocks back on November 3.  

You get to sleep an extra hour! 

them to the church and place them in the collection box in the foyer.  Or 2) you may make a cash 

donation and we will do the shopping for you.  If you place a check in the offering plate for this 

purpose, please write “Thanksgiving” on the memo line.  If you give cash, please stick it in an envelope 

and write “Thanksgiving” on the envelope.  All items are due Sunday, November 17. 

If you are interested in helping put the baskets together at Antioch (it is an amazing experience), please 

let me know. and I will give you the details. 

Again, we are contributing: 

400 cans of green beans 

400 cans of corn 

400 cans of cranberry sauce 

400 boxes of muffin mix 

It’s a challenge, but we can do it!  Challenge accepted!!! 

Let’s take care of each other, 

Pastor Steve 


