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Enjoy Good Food and Fun with Friends  

Skits, singers, poetry, jokes, dancers, instrumentalists and more all 

await you at this year’s talent show on Saturday, October 19.      

Beginning at 5:30, you’ll have a chance to sample chili made by 

some of Second Baptist’s terrific cooks and vote on which one  

you like the best.  Then the show will begin.   

If you would like to make chili or be in the talent show, contact 

Linda Marks.  Any talent you’d like to share is welcome.  Just let 

Linda know, and she’ll put you on the program.   

This is always a fun evening of laughter and great entertainment.  

The cost is $7 per adult and $25 per family.  All of the money 

collected will go to the youth for Green Lake and other activities.   

Peter (Jay Jensen), Paul (Allen Neal), 
and Mary (Linda Marks) at last year’s 

talent show 

Bring Your Pets 

In honor of St. Francis Day, and as an act of love for our pet 

companions, Second Baptist Church will once again host a Pet 

Blessing Service on Saturday, October 5, at 1:00 p.m. in the yard 

outside Fellowship Hall.  After the short service, the youth would 

love to give your pet a bath (no alligators please).  The baths are 

free, but donations are certainly appreciated. 

You are invited to bring your pets—dogs, cats, guinea pigs, 

bunnies, turtles, lizards, whatever—for this wonderful time of 

blessing.  Invite your friends and neighbors to bring their pets as well.    

At the 2018 Pet Blessing  



 

 

Trunk or Treat  

Second Baptist Church will host Trunk or Treat again this year, on 

Sunday, October 27, from 4:00 - 6:00 p.m.  You are invited to join 

the fun by bringing your car to the upper parking lot around 3:30 

and decorating your trunk for Halloween.  Costumes are 

encouraged.  Children from all over the area come to our church and 

go from car to car to pick up treats.   

Our youth will be selling hot dogs and hot chocolate as a fundraiser 

for Green Lake and other activities they’re planning.   

We need at least 9 cars.  If you’d like to participate, please sign up at 

the Welcome Center.  And we need candy!  Lots of it!  If you can 

bring some, please put it in the marked container in the narthex.   

Come join us for a fun evening! 

Cindy Collins at last year’s        
Trunk or Treat

Help Hurricane Dorian Victims 

As you all know, Hurricane Dorian hit the Bahamas over the Labor 

Day weekend, leaving widespread destruction and thousands 

homeless.  Dr. Adalia Gutierrez-Lee, the area director of 

International Ministries, has requested additional 

funds.  Although IM received an initial sum of $15,000 through 

the “One Great Hour of Sharing” relief fund, this is only the tip of 

the iceberg of what they need. 

Those wishing to give more to this special offering can do so by designating their checks “OGHS-

Bahamas Relief” and sending them to the church or putting them in the offering plate.   

Thanks for your generosity, 

Rick Rardin, World Missions Chair 

October Sermons  

October 6   Tarry    Habakkuk 2:1-4 

October 13  Plant a Garden Jeremiah 29:4-7 

October 20  New   Jeremiah 31:27-34 

October 27  Bird Houses  Psalm 84:1-6 



 

 

Monica Eppinger Speaks on Ukraine 

From 1995 to 1997 Monica Eppinger was a part of the U.S. Foreign 

Service and served as a diplomat at the U.S. Embassy in Ukraine.  She 

has made Ukraine the subject of her research as a Saint Louis 

University law professor.  At the Men’s Breakfast on September 21, 

Monica gave us some background on Ukraine and brought us up to date 

on where things stand now. 

Ukraine, which was a part of the former Soviet Union, became an 

independent country in Central Europe in 1991 when the Soviet Union 

broke up.  2014 was a pivotal year.  There was a citizen uprising inspired by three motivations:  favoring 

increased integration with Europe, opposing police brutality against demonstrators, and fighting 

against corruption in the Ukrainian government, headed by a president who was widely regarded as 

sponsored by Russia.  In the face of widespread demonstrations, Ukraine’s president fled to Russia, 

where he still lives.  His campaign manager/political consultant was Paul Manafort, who later resumed 

prominence in the United States when candidate Donald Trump chose Manafort as his campaign 

manager during the 2016 election.  

Since that time, Ukraine has continued to try to reform its democracy and make it accountable to the 

people.  It is now on a path to joining the European Union and seeks to ally itself more closely with 

NATO.  But shortly after the previous president fled, in that pivotal year of 2014, Russia invaded 

southern Ukraine.  Russia annexed part of Ukrainian territory, Crimea, and a Russia-sponsored 

secession movement initiated a war in southeastern Ukraine that has claimed over 13,000 lives and still 

continues.  

Recently Ukraine’s history has intersected with ours through developments in national politics in the 

United States.  We are still waiting to see how this latest turn will play out.  In Monica’s words, “Both 

sides, Ukraine and the United States, need our prayer.  We’re all in this together.” 

Andrew Keeney was back in 

town to play soccer for  

Rhodes University, where 

he is a freshman.  The 

Rhodes team tied Webster 

University’s team 1—1.   



 

 

To carry out the theme of “Welcome Home,” after a continental breakfast Kathryn Nall gave everyone 

a picture of a heart divided into puzzle pieces.  We colored in some of the pieces with markers and 

then swirled food coloring in a pan filled with shaving cream.  We pushed our picture down into the 

shaving cream mixture, creating a marbled effect.   

It was great to have the choir back! Guest soloist Randell McGee 

Launch Sunday:  Welcome Home 

Pastor Steve Mechem, 

read and showed items 

from The Beautiful Oops 

with help from friends.  

September 8,  2019 



 

 

At a barbeque/potluck after church 

At last—a hole in the 

piñata! 

There were lots of goodies inside! 

Allen Neal and Charles Muse fixed a 

caster on the downstairs piano. 
It took a team to set it upright again. 



 

 

Discussing Books with Friends 

On Tuesday, October 8, at 1:00 in the 

Community Room, Jay and Joan Jensen  

will lead a discussion of Barracoon, by 

Zora Neale Hurston.   Everyone is invited 

to join us.   

The New Outlook is a monthly publication 

of Second Baptist Church of Greater St. 

Louis.  Please send articles and photos by 

October 21 for the next issue. 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES   

Sun  8:45 a.m. Choir practice 

 9:15 a.m.  Church school     

 9:15 a.m. Karen worship 

                10:30 a.m. Worship service  

                11:30 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship 

 11:40  2nd Sunday Choir rehearsal 

Wed 9—noon Friendship International 

Thurs 7:00 p.m. Choir practice   
 

COMING UP 

Oct 5 1:00 p.m.  Pet Blessing 

Oct 6 Noon  Shower for Emily McLaughlin 

Oct 8 1:00 p.m.  Book group 

Oct 9 6:30 p.m.  Koinonia 

Oct 12 10:00 a.m.  Youth Second Saturday Gathering 

Oct 19 7:30 a.m.  Men’s breakfast at Second 

Oct 19 5:30 p.m.  Talent show and chili cookoff 

Oct 21 6:30 p.m.  Council meeting 

Oct 23 6:30 p.m.  Koinonia 

Oct 27 4:00 p.m.  Trunk or Treat 

Fall Sunday School Classes 

The Gurley Bible Study Class, led by Jerry Keeney The Living Faith Class, led by Steve Mechem 

The Primary Class, taught by Linda Marks 



 

 

From our pastor. . . 

Dorothy Gale was snatched away from home and transported to the magical 

land of Oz.  After encounters with witches, both evil and wonderful, and after 

developing relationships with a tin man, a lion, and a scarecrow, and after 

being assailed by flying monkeys, and traveling the Yellow Brick Road, and 

after encountering the wizard who turned out to be much less wizardy than 

one might think, Dorothy just wants to go home. 

And it is in the wanting that she makes the stunning discovery.  To get back 

home was as simple as tapping your heels together three times and thinking 

to yourself that there’s no place like home.  When she does that, she discovers she’s home.  And 

interestingly, many of the characters that she had encountered in Oz were actually from home. 

To be home isn’t complicated or hard; it is simply discovering that the people around you, who care 

for you, who have your back, who walk the journey with you, who are your beloved community, and 

when you are with them, you are home. 

Perhaps you feel this way, or you don’t, but when I walk through the doors at Second Baptist Church, 

I feel home.  The building doesn’t feel like church to me.  The building feels like space where family 

gathers, space where we laugh together, sing together, pray together, plan together, learn together, 

explore together, find solace together, and find hope together. 

In baseball, the goal of all batters is to eventually get home, the place that matters.  And when they 

run across home plate, they discover that it is where they started. 

When we play tag, the goal is to make it to home base, where there is safety from the taggers. You 

can venture away again, and the further away you get, the more likely you are to be tagged, but you 

know that if you can get back to home base, you will be safe and sound. 

On my iPad, there is a Home button, and when I press it, I go back to the front page where 

everything is fresh again. 

Home--it’s where we belong!  I am so thankful that Second Baptist Church is home for so many of us.  

And there is room for others to find home as well. 

Amen. 

Let’s take care of each other, 

Steve 

  


