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Welcome Home 

Second Baptist Church 2019 

“Look how good and pleasing it is when sisters and brothers live together in community.” 

                                                                                                                                          Psalm 133:1  

Hey Everybody, 

As a teenager I lived with my mom and my grandparents at 208 East Green 

Street in Frankfort, Indiana.  After high school graduation I moved to East 

Tennessee to attend Milligan College.  

I thrived at college.  I met Judi there.  I excelled in the classroom.  I spent way 

too much time in the mountains.  I loved the college atmosphere. 

As much as I loved college, I also loved going home to visit.  It didn’t happen 

often because of distance and a lack of transportation.  But when I did get home, it was wonderful. 

My ride would drop me off at 208 E. Green Street.  As I stepped onto the porch, I walked by the swing 

that Grandma Peachie sat on every day as she scoped out the neighborhood and talked to neighbors. 

On the far side of the porch was the front door.  It always felt so good to walk through that door!  

Mom and Peachie would be waiting in the doorway.  I suspect that they had been there for some time 

(these were the days before texts and cell phones).  They were always so excited to see me.  It didn’t 

matter if I hadn’t had a haircut for several months, or if I hadn’t shaved, or if because of cramming for 

finals I hadn’t taken a shower for a few days.  They were just glad I was home, safe and sound. 

In the living room was Grandpa Polly’s recliner, where he chewed (never smoked) cigars and drank iced 

tea.  Polly died when I was a senior in high school, so his chair had a sense of sacredness. 



 

 

Next to Polly’s chair was the door to my bedroom.  I had left a bunch of stuff in the room when I moved 

to college, so it felt very much like it was my space with my books, my records, and my bed. 

The dining room sat right behind the living room, and I could be confident that when I came home, 

there would be a plate of homemade chocolate chip cookies waiting. 

When I arrived home, or shortly thereafter, friends appeared--Micke would already be there.  Rod and 

Rick would come by shortly.  We would eat cookies and drink milk and laugh and enjoy each other and 

make plans for things to do while I was home. 

Home: 

I knew it was where I belonged. 

I felt unconditional love and acceptance there. 

It was the place where friendships blossomed. 

I was fed at home.  Peachie kept a drawer filled with Hostess Twinkies, Ding Dongs and Snoballs.  And 

while I was home there was non-stop cooking and baking happening in the kitchen. 

I knew that there would be chores and tasks for me to do while I was home--oil to change, stuff to carry 

to the attic, something broken that needed fixing, dead batteries that needed changing.  They were not 

hard tasks, just things members of families do for each other.  

I was encouraged to “keep up the good work” at school. 

I was challenged to think deeply, as many conversations took place around the table as the Rook cards 

were dealt. 

The first time I walked into Second Baptist Church to meet with the Search Committee, I felt at home.  I 

walked into the sanctuary and knew I belonged there.  I sat down with the committee and felt a kinship 

and friendship immediately. 

That original feeling has only grown over these past seven years.  At Second Baptist Church, with the 

folks of Second Baptist Church, I have . . .  

been confident it is where I belong, 

felt love, acceptance, and support from the folks at Second Baptist, 

developed real and meaningful friendships, 

been fed (physically and spiritually), 

experienced the joy of serving with the compassionate and caring people of this church, 

been encouraged in major ways, to think, to question, to stretch. 

I believe that the gift of Welcome that I have experienced at Second Baptist Church is a gift that is 

extended to all of us--members, participants, visitors, strangers.  I believe the “Welcome Home” we 



 

 

have to offer is perhaps our greatest strength.  So, as we start a new program year, we are declaring, 

“Welcome home!!” 

Let’s take care of each other, 

Pastor Steve 

Ready to Launch! 

Sunday, September 8, is the day we launch our fall program.  Come and join friends for a continental 

breakfast at 8:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  We’ll catch up on our summer experiences and have a 

chance to hear about the classes being offered this year.  Then we’ll go to our classes. 

Following the worship service, we’ll have a barbeque, with hot dogs and hamburgers for everyone.  

Please bring a side dish or dessert to share.  Meat and beverages will be provided.  What a great way 

to kick off the new Sunday School year! 

Here’s the lineup of the Sunday School classes: 

CHILDREN 

The Preschool class is taught by Kathryn Nall. Our children range from age 4 through 1st grade. This 

year we will focus on learning about important people in the Bible and what they can teach us about 

helping others. 

The Primary class is taught by Linda Marks.  Our children range from 2nd through 5th grade.  This year 

we will be detectives trying to solve the mystery of who is the man walking through towns preaching 

God’s word to any and all people who will listen.  Our most recent information has led us to begin our 

investigation in Galilee.  We will keep you posted on our findings. 

Second Hour begins after the children have attended worship and listened to the Children's 

Sermon.  Shari Nelson-Faulkner leads the children in music, and Mirian San helps the children with 

crafts, snacks, and a trip to the playground if time and weather permit.     

MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Shari Nelson-Faulkner’s class for 6th-8th graders focuses on a thorough study of the Bible and the 

application of Biblical concepts.  Shari gives our children a terrific foundation in the history of the Bible 

and its stories.  Meets in the classroom off the church office. 

YOUTH 

Sunday School:  From Melanie Keeney, who sponsors the youth program and teaches the youth church 

school class:  In Sunday School we are looking forward to an exciting year exploring the New 

Testament in more depth, with a focus on how the Bible relates to our everyday lives.  We have a 

wonderful group of students, with inquisitive minds.  They also have a great sense of humor!  Meets in 

the corner room behind the chancel. 



 

 

Youth Group:  Henry San will be assisting in leading the youth in mission projects and recreational 

activities this year.  Stay tuned for upcoming announcements! 

Second Saturday:  Second Saturday Youth Gathering is a monthly meeting designed for the junior high, 

high school, and college students of Second Baptist Church.  The morning includes breakfast, worship, 

conversation, and Bible study.  We begin at 10:30 a.m. and dismiss by noon. 

ADULTS 

Living Faith Class: 

This September begins a new year of study for the Living Faith Class.  We gather together in the east 

side of the Community Room every Sunday morning at 9:30. 

This year we will read and discuss the incredible book by Amy Jill-Levine titled Short Stories by Jesus. 

Levine is a Hebrew and Jewish scholar who understands the first century culture from a thoroughly 

Jewish perspective.  How different might the parables of Jesus look if we understood them through 

culturally correct eyes?  On the back of the book cover is the question, “Have we domesticated Jesus’s 

radical and provocative parables?” 

Let’s find out!!  Join us as we journey to new insights and understanding of these amazing stories 

shared with us by Jesus. 

            Steve Mechem 

Gurley Class 

HOW THEN SHALL WE LIVE? 

If the gospel is about God’s rescuing and renovating humans and our world, how then shall we live – 

as church, in church, in the world? 

Practically speaking, how? 

The letters of Paul yield important guidance.  The William Gurley Sunday School Class will begin mining 

the wisdom of this guidance in Paul’s letter to the Christ-followers of Galatia in first-century Asia Minor 

(Roman Empire).  They were enticed by three options:  

(1) Live lives designed to appease Empire’s fickle ‘gods’ of material advantage by complying with 

and exploiting presumptions of divine political, social, and economic power and blessing; 

(2) Live lives designed to earn divine recognition and approval by conforming to rules, regulations, 

and rituals that promised a ‘worthy,’ God-approved religious identity; 

(3) Live lives that embody, reflect, and enact the spirit that was Jesus and is now Christ’s 

livestreaming presence in the world. 

How may Christians navigate faithfully today among these options?  How may Christ-gatherings like 

Second Baptist enhance our access to Christ’s livestreaming Presence to magnify and extend ‘the way’ 

of Christ for the sake of the world’s healing? 



 

 

Choir Season Is Coming Up! 

The fall Choir Season is almost here! We are very excited about the prospect of another wonderful year 

of singing together. 

The Second Baptist Choir resumes weeknight rehearsals on Thursday evenings from 7 – 8 p.m. on 

August 29.  This group will also resume Sunday morning rehearsals on September 8, the first 

Sunday they will sing during worship.  That morning only (Launch Sunday), we'll rehearse from 8:00 - 

8:30 a.m. so we can attend the 8:30 a.m. breakfast afterwards.  Otherwise, our usual Sunday rehearsal 

time is 8:45 - 9:15 a.m. 

The Second Sunday Choir will resume rehearsing each Sunday right after church on September 22 and 

will sing in worship for the first time on October 13. 

We are looking forward to seeing our returning members again and would be thrilled to welcome new 

members.  Please consider joining one or both groups this year! 

          Brad and Marilyn Short 

The Gurley Class welcomes all who would join in exploration of Scripture’s guidance for fulfilling this 

vocation. 

            Jerry Keeney 

Discussing Books with Friends 

On Tuesday, September 10, at 1:00 in 

the Community Room, Lori Watrous will 

lead a discussion of Unsheltered, by 

Barbara Kingsolver.  Everyone is invited 

to join us.   

The New Outlook is a monthly publication 

of Second Baptist Church of Greater St. 

Louis.  Please send articles and photos by 

September 15 for the next issue. 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES   

Sun  8:45 a.m. Choir practice 

 9:15 a.m. Karen worship 

 9:30 a.m.  Church school     

 10:30 a.m. Worship service  

                11:30 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship 

 11:40  2nd Sunday Choir rehearsal 

Wed 9—noon Friendship International 

Thurs 7:00 p.m. Choir practice   
 

COMING UP 

Sept 4 6:30 p.m.  Koinonia 

Sept 8 8:30 a.m.  Launch Sunday 

Sept 10 1:00 p.m.  Book group 

Sept 14 10:00 a.m.  Youth Second Saturday Gathering 

Sept 15 11:30 a.m.  Congregational meeting 

Sept 16 6:30 p.m.  Council meeting 

Sept 18 6:30 p.m.  Koinonia 

Sept 21 7:30 a.m.  Men’s breakfast at Second 

Oct 5 1:00 p.m.  Pet Blessing 

 



 

 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

Church school for all ages 9:30 a.m. 

Worship service 10:30 a.m. 

A nursery is provided. 

Coffee Fellowship follows the service. 

Telephone & fax (314) 991-3424 

E-mail:  office@2ndbc.org 

Website:  www.2ndbc.org 

Rev. Stephen Mechem, Pastor 

Dr. Jay Jensen, Moderator 

Second Baptist Church of Greater St. Louis 

An American Baptist Church 

9030 Clayton Road at McKnight 

St. Louis, Missouri 63117-1094 

Three New American Citizens! 

This past month three of our Karen members became American citizens.     

The speaker at The first naturalization ceremony was our own y Melanie Keeney!  She spoke of the 

importance of U.S. citizenship and the rights that come with it, including  freedom of speech and 

religion and fair treatment under the law (due process).  She mentioned famous immigrants, such as 

Felix Frankfurter, who served on the Supreme Court from 1939 until 1962, and Albert Einstein, and 

how much they contributed to our country.   

Congratulations, Thoo Lay Paw, Wah Gay Moo, and Tha Blay Paw!  We are so glad to have you as our 

fellow citizens! 


