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Jay Jensen Becomes Moderator 

On July 1, Dr. Jay Jensen officially became Second Baptist’s new 

moderator.   

Jay grew up in St. Louis, completing high school in 1961.  During this time, 

he and his family were active in a “dually aligned” church, one which was 

affiliated with both the American Baptist and Southern Baptist 

denominations.   

In 1961 he left for college at Denison University in Granville, Ohio, where 

he majored in biology.  During the summer break after his sophomore 

year, he worked waterfront at Green Lake, where he met Joan Tuller, who 

was also on the waterfront staff.  

A side story from Jay: “One blustery day, when the pool, boat docks, and 

island swimming were all closed, some of us on waterfront staff were eager to try to swim across the 

lake.  A motor launch, the ‘Captain Bickel,’ was used to transport a cadre of swimmers with a matching 

number of row boats and rowers across the lake, approximately one mile, and then the time to return 

to the other side of the lake began! The wind was strong, the water choppy AND we were heading into 

the wind.  That swim was a bit of an ordeal, but we all made it back safely.  It never occurred to me that 

the rowing Joan did to follow me could be rougher than my own paddling in the water. . .and she broke 

one of the oars fighting the choppy water!  This was an oversight on my part which I continue to pay for 

to this day.” 

When Joan and Jay returned to their respective colleges (Kalamazoo for Joan, Denison for Jay), they 

continued to see each other.  They were married in December 1965, as she finished college and he 

started medical school.  Jay went to the University of Missouri Medical School in Columbia while they 

From the SBC website 



 

 

lived in an old farm house on a gravel road south of the campus.  The floors sloped and mice ran in the 

walls - and they loved it! 

In 1969 Jay began his surgical training at the University of Rochester in New York for two years 

and then continued at St. Louis University, finishing in 1975.  Following that, he served his military 

commitment of two years.  Since the Vietnam War had ended the month before his deployment, he 

was assigned to the Army Hospital at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma.  During his training and the deployment, their 

daughters were born: Kara (1969), Jessica (1972), and Kitalena (1977).   

In 1977 they returned to St Louis, and Jay joined his father’s surgical practice and was able to work with 

him for 7 years.  In retrospect, Jay says, “Those may have been Dad’s toughest 7 years in practice!”  Jay 

studied his father’s skills and judgment as they operated 

together, and he was “especially struck by the warm and 

caring way Dad treated his patients and their families.”  

Old Doc Josh had what was called at that time “an 

excellent bedside manner.”  Jay came to value that 

approach in his own practice.  After his dad retired, Jay 

continued to work at Christian Hospital for a total of 39 

years, until he retired at the end of 2016. 

During this time their daughters grew up and began their 

own families.  Kara and Jeff Cirese are raising their sons 

Luca, 11, and Cosimo, 8, north of San Francisco.  Jessica has 

Eva Rose, 15, in St. Louis, and Kitalena has Joshua, almost 2 

years old, in St. Louis also.  Jay and Joan feel blessed to be able to participate in their lives as their 

families grow and develop. 

Just before leaving for the Army stint, Jay and Joan had been looking for a new church.  They had 

discovered and joined Second Baptist.  When they returned from the Army, they immediately returned 

to Second Baptist, where their children were nurtured and encouraged, and Joan and Jay became 

deeply involved in Second’s community of believers.  The open and accepting aspect of Second has 

been so important to them.  Jay says, “We have been privileged to be mentored by so many caring and 

generous members here over the years.”  This has allowed them to develop in their faith and 

understanding, with the freedom to explore and grow as individuals and believers.  Feeling supported is 

a treasure within the fellowship, and it has meant much to them.   

Jay believes that we as a community of faith have a gift that we can and do share in unique and 

effective ways both within and beyond the walls of our building.  Jay’s dream is to be able to “keep this 

flame burning.”  He says, “This commitment to sharing is especially crucial in today’s world.” 

Incoming moderator Jay Jensen (right) 
thanking outgoing moderator Randy Sumner 

for his service.  Jay presented Randy a 
commemorative gavel. 



 

 

From June 23 to 29, four of 

our youth attended Quest at 

the American Baptist 

Conference Center in Green 

Lake, Wisconsin along with 

four sponsors.  

Quest is a unique and 

transformational experience 

for youth groups, in which 

students grow closer to God 

and to each other.  In 

addition to time spent in 

worship and Bible study, 

participants stretch 

themselves physically with a 

challenge course, which 

includes a trust fall, bouldering wall, rope swing, rope bridge, balance board, and log jump.  

Free time in the afternoons provides a chance for swimming, boating, hiking, climbing the wall, and 

riding the zip line.   

Big Incredible Games start off the evening.  The favorite is “Color Wars,” in which participants are 

randomly divided into 6 teams.  Each team is assigned a color and told which other team to chase and 

grab the flags they have in their belt.  It’s total chaos! 

Then comes worship, and after that, time with others from their youth group at home.   

Quest is a wonderful time of spiritual growth, fun, and community.   

Quest 2019  



 

 

 

Back Home 

The youth and their sponsors presented a slide show and sang songs they learned at Quest  
during the Sunday service after they got back.   

Ready to climb On the climbing wall 

She said yes! 

After the climb 

Ready for the slip and slide 



 

 

 Upcoming Sermons  

July 28   Rooted     Colossians 2:6-7 

August 4 Treasure   Colossians 3:1-4 

August 11 Things Hoped For  Hebrews 11:1-3 

August 18 Following   Hebrews 11:29—12:2 

August 25 Fire    Hebrews 12:18-29 

The New Outlook is a monthly publication 

of Second Baptist Church of Greater St. 

Louis.  Please send articles and photos by 

August 18 for the next issue. 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES   

Sun     9:15 a.m. Karen worship 

                10:30 a.m. Worship service  

                11:30 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship 
  

COMING UP 

Aug 10 10:00 a.m.  Youth Second Saturday Gathering 

Aug 11   Backpack Sunday 

Aug 14 6:30 p.m.  Koinonia 

Aug 19 6:30 p.m.  Council meeting 

Aug 29 7:00 p.m.  Choir practice resumes 

Sept 2   Labor Day; church office is closed 

Sept 8   Launch Sunday 

The 2019-2020 council members took office on July 1.  (See the June New 

Outlook for a list.)  Thanks to these outgoing church leaders:  Randy Sumner, 

Moderator; Richard Heller, Congregational Care; Larry Marks, Local 

Missions; and Bill Curson, Pastoral Relations Committee.      

And our thanks to this year’s Nominating Committee:  Joan Jensen, Chair; 

Fran Adams; and Jane Mahan.    

Back to School Time 

Each fall, Second Baptist provides backpacks and school supplies for our Karen 

children in kindergarten through 12th grade.  If you want to contribute to this project, 

please put your donation in the offering plate or send it to the office by August 1, 

making your check out to the church and writing “School Supplies” on the memo line.   

Bev Apple will purchase the supplies.  If you can help put the supplies in the 

backpacks, please let Bev know.  The backpacks will be given to the children on 

August 11.  Thank you for your generosity.      



 

 

From our pastor. . . 

Dear friends, 

I hope your summer is amazing.  I trust you have found some time to relax and reflect. 

I would like to thank you for allowing Judi and me to be your representatives at the American Baptist 

Churches’ Biennial Convention this summer.  It is the 12th Biennial we have attended, and we were 

honored to represent you at this year‘s event. 

This year’s Biennial was held in Virginia Beach, with the theme “Summit By the Sea.” There were 

workshops galore and an exhibition hall highlighting all the different mission and ministry activities of 

our denomination.  The biennial event is centered around the evening worship, in which everybody 

comes together to praise God, celebrate ministry, and experience worship as a fundamental part of who 

we are. 

American Baptist Churches, USA continues to be the country’s most diverse denomination, and as we 

worship together in the evening it feels a little like the scene in the book of Revelation where “every 

tribe, and every nation, and every tongue” come together to worship the Lamb. 

I was impressed by the leadership, by the powerful speakers, by the music, and by the spirit in the room. 

One discussion Judi and I had was about how few people we knew at this Biennial.  When we started 

attending these events back in 1987, we were young, and most of the people we met were our 

contemporaries plus a few years.  We have come to the realization that we are at that place in life and 

ministry where many of the people with whom we’ve had meaningful relationships are now retiring from 

active ministry, and so we don’t see them in these settings any more. 

I came away from the Biennial very encouraged about the direction of our denomination.  I was 

especially impressed with the American Baptist Home Mission Board and its renewed emphasis on social 

justice and reconciliation. 

We continue to influence our world through our work in other countries as we serve as pastors, 

teachers, agricultural experts, healthcare providers, engineers, architects, financial advisers, and 

peacemakers. 

American Baptist Churches have long been leaders in the ecumenical movement, and we continue to 

work with other denominations and other religious bodies to advocate for justice and peace around the 

world. 

It was a wonderful experience for us to attend this year’s Biennial. Thank you for allowing us to go and 

for supporting us in this endeavor. 

Let’s take care of each other, 

Steve 


