
 

 

Second Baptist Church   
Open and progressive since 1833 

June 2019 

New Outlook 

About Us! New and Improved www.2ndbc.org! 

 

A decade ago, Second Baptist launched its first website.  The pace of technological change since then 

has been amazing.  It was (past) time to take advantage of those advances.  Fast forward to the 

launching of the new, improved www.2ndbc.org! 
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In February, Outreach Coordinator Judy Comfort gathered an Online Communications Group to assess 

how best to update the technology and the content of our website.  The group includes Dave 

Menninger, Elliott Sting, Brad Short and Richard Heller.  Dave has website experience with his previous 

position at Ancestry.com…and we found out he is also handy with a camera.  Elliott shares technical 

expertise in countless areas, coming up with many solutions.  Brad, who has been updating the 

website’s events and sermons for a decade, came with a wish list focused on making the website easier 

to make changes by more people—not just him!  Richard has expertise in Facebook.  Judy brought 

content experience—organization, visuals, and copywriting.  The expertise of each person made for a 

strong team able to update the website without spending money on outside resources.  The best part is 

we can now easily update the website at any time. No more asking an outside resource to make 

updates for us.  

Take a look at updated content and lots of new photos!  The website highlights Second Baptist’s open 

and progressive philosophy, inviting viewers to join in our many ministries.   

Ministries…Worship, Children & Youth, Adult Learning, Music, Small Groups, Outreach  

You may be surprised at the ministries our church offers on Sunday and beyond in 

helping others! 

Events…Can now put a spotlight on Special Events, easier to update the calendar, 

shows that Second Baptist is a meeting place for many worthy, non-profit organizations. 

Sermons NOW A PODCAST, Newsletters With fun photos and lots of news, Contact  

Google maps and direct email links to Linda and Steve 

About Us…We are progressive. We are open. We are historically Baptist. We are bound 

to each other in love.  We are committed to serve our world. We are a community of 

faith in which Jesus Christ is Lord. More About Us…This We Believe, What to Expect, Staff, 

History. Lets viewers get to know us! 

Reviews on My Business Google and Yelp 

The Online Group has also improved Second Baptist’s Google My Business, Biz.Yelp.com and online yp 

with all updated photos and reviews.  If you are willing to do a review and need assistance, email Judy 

Comfort at soc1@swbell.net for a tutorial that shows step-by-step how to do it. 

The next area for the group will be Facebook advertising and other ways to boost our website 

viewership.  We’re making progress! 

           Judy Comfort 
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 Sermons in June and Early July 

June 2   Building a Mystery  Romans 17:22-28  

   Rev. Jerry Keeney preaching  

June 9   When the Doves Sing  Acts 2:1-21 

June 16  Standing   Romans 5:1-5   

June 23  Promises    Galatians 3:23-29 

June 30  Freedom to  . . .  Galatians 5:1 

July 7   Large Font   Galatians  6:11-16 

July 14    For You   Colossians 1:1-14 

It’s Green Lake Time! 

From June 23-29, four of our youth as well as one 

leader and three chaperones, be attending Quest, the 

conference for youth at the American Baptist 

Conference Grounds at Green Lake Wisconsin.  Let’s 

remember to pray for our youth while they’re at Green 

Lake. 

The proposed electronic, digital sign 

Discussing Books with Friends 

On Tuesday, June 11, at 1:00 in the 

Community Room, Sandy Dixon will lead 

a discussion of An American Family:  A 

Memoir of Hope and Sacrifice, by Khizr 

Khan.  Everyone is invited to join us for 

the discussion.   

The New Outlook is a monthly publication 

of Second Baptist Church of Greater St. 

Louis.  Please send articles and photos by 

July 1 for the next issue.  A combined July/

August issue will be published in mid-July.    

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES   

Sun     9:15 a.m. Karen worship 

                10:30 a.m. Worship service  

                11:30 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship 
   

COMING UP IN JUNE and JULY 

June 5 6:30 p.m.  Koinonia 

June 8 10:00 a.m.  Youth Second Saturday Gathering 

June 9 11:30 a.m.  Annual business meeting and lunch 

June 11 1:00 p.m.  Book Group 

June 16   Father’s Day 

June 16 Noon –3 p.m. MLK service and lunch   

June 17   Council meets 

June 23-29  Youth attend Quest at Green Lake 

July 19  11:00 a.m.  Memorial service for Ella Willingham 



 

 

Baptists vs the State of Missouri—and the Winner Is. . . 

In the April 2019 issue of the New Outlook, we published a story about the Western Missionary Academy, 

a school opened by Second Baptist founders John Mason Peck and James Ely Welch.  Its most famous 

student was Jean Baptiste Chabonneau, Sacajawea’s son.  He is the baby on her back on the $1 U.S. coin 

first minted in 2000.   

A few days after that article came out, Charles Muse, who had provided most of the material for it, came 

across a copy of a few printed pages in the drawer of a table in the narthex that had more details about 

the school.  But the pages ended in the middle of a paragraph.  The source of the pages was not identified.  

The detective work began!  With Brad Short’s help, Charles discovered that the book was Biography of a 

Church, a history of Delmar Baptist Church, written by Elva Norman in 1978 for the church’s centennial.  

Neola Koechig lists it in her notes on Chapter 6 of her history of Second Baptist Church published in 1982. 

Charles obtained a copy. 

So here’s what we know.  The school was founded in 1817 by Peck and Welch.  An ad in the Missouri 

Gazette on March 3, 1818 said that the school offered “orthography, arithmetic, geography, English, 

German, Latin, Greek or Hebrew, with the higher branches of science as may be mutually agreed upon 

betwixt the superintendent [Welch] and employees.”  It also solicited students for a class in botany 

“should a competent number of subscribers be obtained to justify the expense.”  “No pains will be spared 

to improve the minds of youth in this seminary,” the ad read.  

They turned no-one away for inability to pay.  They admitted 10 pupils without charge, mostly French 

Catholics.  In 1818 they opened a Sunday School for slaves, “to teach them the Scriptures and also to read 

and write.”  Peck and Welch received threats and hate letters from people opposed to educating slaves, 

but they kept the Sunday school open.  It was the first Sunday School west of the Mississippi. 

So There, Missouri! 

One of the first to become active in the Baptist church 

was a young freed slave, John Berry Meachum.  After 

being mentored by Peck, he eventually became the 

pastor of the new First African Baptist Church that grew 

out of the original Baptist church.  Meachum continued 

the school for slave children in the basement of the new 

church.  When in 1847 Missouri passed a law making it 

illegal to teach slaves to read and write, police arrested the 

teacher and shut down the school.  So—after consulting 

Peck, Meachum built a boat, equipped it with a classroom and library, and anchored it midstream in the 

Mississippi River, where the state of Missouri had no jurisdiction.  He called it “Freedom School.”  

Hundreds of slave children were ferried to the school in the 1840s and 50s.  And the First African Baptist 

Church became the headquarters of the Abolitionist Movement of the West and, after the Civil War, the 

Freedman’s Bureau. 

Sketch of “Freedom School,” from Biography of a 
Church, by Elva Norman, 1978 



 

 

From our pastor. . . 

Hey everybody, 

Welcome to June!  Summer is here. 

There are many wonderful days in June.  Days for cooking out, days for 

watching baseball, days for chilling by the pool, days for picnics (and panic). 

June is Gay Pride Month and a time for us to celebrate advancements in 

equality in our society.  We are not there yet, but we are closer than we’ve 

been before.  

June 2 is a special day for me.  On that day, I get to celebrate 40 years of marriage to Judi.  Can you 

imagine the patience and forbearance that she has?  We will be celebrating in Atlanta watching Judi‘s 

favorite baseball team play ball.  

June 4 is National Cheese Day.  So “cheese” the day, it should be “gouda.” 

June 16 is Father’s Day.  So, a very happy Father’s Day to all the dads and men in our lives who support 

us and encourage us and guide us along the way. 

This year June 16 is also Martin Luther King celebration day as the five churches celebrate MLK‘s 

birthday, which was rescheduled after it was rescheduled because of snow.  A soul food lunch will be 

served at Southern Union Missionary Baptist Church (2701 Cole Street) from noon until 2 p.m. with a 

combined worship service beginning at 2 p.m. 

June 18 is National Picnic Day.  Throw down a blanket, enjoy some sandwiches or some chicken legs, 

and some good company on Picnic Day. 

June 18 is also National Panic Day.  So, while you’re picnicking, you can also panic about the weather 

and the ants. 

The one other day that I will mention is June 26.  That day is designated as Forgiveness Day.  But as you 

and I know, every day is forgiveness day as we receive forgiveness from our Creator and as we forgive 

those who have slighted us or wronged us along the way. 

So many wonderful days in June!  And God is in the midst of each and every one of them just as God is 

in the midst of every day of our lives. 

Celebrate each day, for it is a day that the Lord has made. 

Let’s take care of each other, 

Steve 



 

 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

Worship service 10:30 a.m. 

A nursery is provided. 

Coffee Fellowship follows the service. 

Telephone & fax (314) 991-3424 

E-mail:  office@2ndbc.org 

Website:  www.2ndbc.org 

Rev. Stephen Mechem, Pastor 

Randy Sumner, Moderator 

Second Baptist Church of Greater St. Louis 

An American Baptist Church 

9030 Clayton Road at McKnight 

St. Louis, Missouri 63117-1094 

Choir Appreciation Sunday 

May 26, 2019 

 

Music Director/Organist  
Marilyn Short expressing 

appreciation to the choir and 
its director, Brad Short 


