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1.  We were once separated from God and from His people

2.  Those who were separated have been brought near

3.  We are being made into a temple, inhabited by God Himself

4.  In Christ, we belong to God, and also to one another!

The Church family, 
We are to stand strong together in the grace we have received, 
We are to extend grace generously to one another,
As God makes something beautiful in us

Practical Tools for Extending Grace

Theological
1. Remember one’s inherent VALUE 
2. Rejoice that God has made people DIFFERENT
3. Recognize the SAME Holy Spirit of God indwells us (believers)

Relational
1. Learning a person’s STORY
2. Develop the skill of EMPATHY 
3. Remember Augustine Essentials: unity, non-essentials: liberty, in all 
         things: charity

Teleological (telos – purpose)
1. Remember God’s PURPOSES



This and other sermons can be found online at: www.bethelchurchak.org/sermons

For Further Study and Reflection:

Gospel by Ray Ortland (a book about gospel doctrine, but also gospel 
culture)

Total Church by Chester and Timmis (a picture of the church as gospel 
community)

Gay Girl, Good God by Jackie Perry Hill (a story of a woman who was 
once far off, now brought near and one who understands grace!)

Good and Angry by David Powlison (dealing with anger, a common barrier 
to grace)

Small Group Questions:

1.  Can you identify with the feeling of the Ephesian believers (excluded, 
insecure, not quite sure if they belong)? Give an example of how you 
have experienced this.

2.  Do you feel like you belong at Bethel church? Why or why not?

3.  According to verse 15, 16 what was God’s purpose with the cross?

4.  Is “oneness” a good description of the universal church today?

5.  How might we (personally) be preventing the oneness in our church 
that Paul describes here? How can we help? Which of the tools for 
extending grace to others helped you most? Explain.

6.  What has God done for you in order to include you in his family? 
How are you reciprocating either with Him or with others?

7.  How can we be the family of God for each other right this moment?

“The church is a signpost of God’s coming kingdom, a preview to the 
watching world of what the reign of God in Christ is to look like, a 
colony of the kingdom coming.”  – Russel D. Moore.


