
I.    A key theme of Mark’s gospel is secrecy.

II.   In Mark’s gospel, the disciples are portrayed as slow
      to understand.

III.  In Mark’s Gospel there comes a time to reveal the 
      secret. 

Sometimes a cliffhanger is the best kind of ending
 because it hits us in a way that a tidy resolution cannot. 
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Selected Passages from Mark’s Gospel

1:34 and Jesus healed many who had various diseases. He also drove out many 
demons, but he would not let the demons speak because they knew 
who he was.

1:43-45 Jesus sent him away at once with a strong warning:  44 "See that you 
don't tell this to anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the 
sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to them."  
45 Instead he went out and began to talk freely, spreading the news. 

3:11-12 Whenever the evil spirits saw him, they fell down before him and cried 
out, "You are the Son of God."  12 But he gave them strict orders not to 
tell who he was.

5:39-43  He [Jesus] went in and said to them, "Why all this commotion and 
wailing? The child is not dead but asleep."  40 But they laughed at him. After he 
put them all out, he took the child's father and mother and the disciples who 
were with him, and went in where the child was.  41 He took her by the hand 
and said to her, "Talitha koum!" (which means, "Little girl, I say to you, get up!").  
42 Immediately the girl stood up and walked around (she was twelve years old). 
At this they were completely astonished.  43 He gave strict orders not to 
let anyone know about this, and told them to give her something to eat.

7:35-36 At this, the man's ears were opened, his tongue was loosened and he 
began to speak plainly.  36 Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. 
But the more he did so, the more they kept talking about it.

8:29-30"But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?" Peter answered, 
"You are the Christ."  Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him.

_____

10:45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many. 

______

4:9-13   Then Jesus said, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear."  10 When he 
was alone, the Twelve and the others around him asked him about the parables.  
11 He told them, "The secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you. But 
to those on the outside everything is said in parables  12 so that, "'they may 



be ever seeing but never perceiving, and ever hearing but never understanding; 
otherwise they might turn and be forgiven!'"  13 Then Jesus said to them, 
"Don't you understand this parable? How then will you understand 
any parable?

4:40 "Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?"  41 They were 
terrified and asked each other, "Who is this? Even the wind and the waves 
obey him!"

6:50-52 "Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid."  51 Then he climbed into the 
boat with them, and the wind died down. They were completely amazed,  
52 for they had not understood about the loaves; their hearts were 
hardened.

7:17-18 After he had left the crowd and entered the house, his disciples asked 
him about this parable.  18 "Are you so dull?" he asked.

8:17-21 Aware of their discussion, Jesus asked them: "Why are you talking about 
having no bread? Do you still not see or understand? Are your hearts 
hardened?  18 Do you have eyes but fail to see, and ears but fail to 
hear? And don't you remember?  19 When I broke the five loaves for the 
five thousand, how many basketfuls of pieces did you pick up?" "Twelve," they 
replied.  20 "And when I broke the seven loaves for the four thousand, how 
many basketfuls of pieces did you pick up?" They answered, "Seven."  21 He 
said to them, "Do you still not understand?"

  
9:31-32 The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men. They will 
kill him, and after three days he will rise."  32 But they did not understand 
what he meant and were afraid to ask him about it.

___________________________

4:21-23 "Do you bring in a lamp to put it under a bowl or a bed? Instead, 
don't you put it on its stand?  22 For whatever is hidden is meant to be 
disclosed, and whatever is concealed is meant to be brought out 
into the open.  23 If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear."

9:9-10  As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not 
to tell anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen 
from the dead.  10 They kept the matter to themselves, discussing 
what "rising from the dead" meant.



Discussion Questions:

1.  When you think of a story or movie that is famous for a cliffhanger 
ending, what comes to mind?

2.  Do you most typically love or hate cliffhanger endings? Why? 

3.   What have you done in the past when you’ve encountered the notes 
in your Bible after Mark 14:8 that say something like, “The earliest and 
most reliable manuscripts do not contain verses 9-20”? How have you 
dealt with this? 

4.  In the past, how have you made sense of the passages in Mark’s gospel 
where Jesus told demons, the crowds, or his disciples not to tell 
others about him? Look at some of these passages—what hints are 
there in the text that suggest why he might have done this? 

5.  One of the key themes in Mark’s gospel is that the disciples are slow 
to understand who Jesus is and what his kingdom is all about. Skim 
through Mark’s gospel and list a few of these passages. How does this 
theme fit in to the cliffhanger ending? 

6.  Mark 8:27-9:1 is considered by many to be the watershed passage in 
the entire gospel. What does this passage teach about Jesus’ identity? 
What does it reveal about Peter’s expectations? What would have 
been particularly shocking about this passage to the original audience? 

7.  What’s your gut reaction to Mark’s gospel ending at verse 8? Why 
do you think the women responded this way despite the angel’s 
command? 

8.  (Just for fun…) Which is your favorite gospel, and why? 


