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Four Questions:

1. What is a parable?

• A parable is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning

• A parable is a way of instruction by comparison

• Usually a parable answers a question

• Parables are intended to help us understand the

kingdom of God

2. What is the purpose of a parable?

• To reveal (something is being shared to those who will listen)

• To conceal (something is being hidden from the hard-

hearted, or the malicious)

• But primarily, a parable is told in order to elicit a

response!

3. Why use a parable in this particular instance?

• Parables are used like speaking in code

4. How does this parable provoke me?

For Further Reading or Reflection
Parables in the Eye of the Storm by Stanley A. Ellisen
How to Read the Bible for All It’s Worth by Gordon Fee and Douglas
Stuart
The Great Omission by Dallas Willard
The Pursuit of God by A.W. Tozer

Small Group Questions
1. Who has been one of your favorite teachers? What was it about
their teaching that made you appreciate them?

2. What qualities make Jesus the greatest teacher of all time?

3. What is a parable? How does a parable work? What are they
intended to do? Who are they for and who are they not for?

4. How does Jesus’ use of parables compare to the ministry of the
Prophet Isaiah (Mark 3:10-12 and Isaiah 6)?

5. Why should this be called the parable of the soils? What does the
soil represent?

6. Some have called this the most important of Jesus’ parables. Do
you agree with them? Why or why not?

7. In what way is this parable of Jesus “a good poke in the eye”? How
have you been personally provoked?
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A Good Poke In The Eye
Mark 4:1-20


