
 

What a difference a month makes!  Who knew that in just a 
couple of weeks after putting out our March newsletter that our 
whole world would be turned upside down? 
 
All plans swept aside, all in-person meetings cancelled, the 
annual sale postponed, worship services cancelled and then 
with some quick changes and creativity, Palm Sunday and 
Easter services were online. 
 
We are learning that while this virus has definitely created some 
huge challenges and hardships, we can also celebrate some 
small victories.  Many families have grown closer together 
during this “Shelter In Place” directive. And some folks who used 
to attend our church but because of one reason or another, 
they can no longer make it physically to Covenant, they are 
now able to enjoy our worship services online. Or for folks who 
have always been too uncomfortable to walk into a 
new/strange place, they can also virtually worship with us. We 
have been able to share God’s word and reach even more 
people than before! 
 
While this is all exciting, we know there are many of you who 
are anxious about what tomorrow will bring – when will I be 
able to go back to work or school?  When will I be able to see 
my new grandchild?  When will we be able to see and hug our 
friends again (without having to be at least 6 feet away)?  
Soon! 
 
Covenant is here for you!  Please let us know how we can help! 
Below are a couple of bible verses to help us remember to lean 
on Jesus.  He can help us with our anxiety! 
 
The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear?  The Lord 
is the stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be afraid? ~Psalm 27:1   
 

Cast your cares on the Lord and he will sustain you; he will never 
let the righteous fall. ~ Psalm 55:22   
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 APRIL 2020 COVENANT NEWS 

TogetherInGrace.org	
was	originally	conceived	
before	anyone	started	
calling	for	us	to	come	
together	over	Covid-19.		
Grace	is	as	contagious	as	
any	virus.			
The	first	thing	to	ever	go	
viral	was	God’s	grace!		
We	invite	you	to	journey	
with	us	as	we	grow	in	
those	relationships.		
For	more	information	
contact	Pastor	Jamie	at:	
jamied@togetheringrace.org	

	

 

Inside find necessary information needed to stay connected 
through our check-ins and worship services. 
 



 Spring Clean-up:  we are looking at possible dates 
toward the end May.  We will send out more information once we know 
when/what we are able to do from the Governor. 

 
 

Stay connected  
 

Wednesdays: 
 

 at 2pm  
www.facebook.com/CCChudsonville/ 

 

at 6:30pm Youth Group via  
 
 

&  

Sundays at 10am  
TogetherInGrace.org/sermons 

 

 
 
 

We've included live links to our Facebook page and mid-week check-ins, our livestream 
Sunday worship at 10 AM, and audio of the scripture and sermons.  

Though our building doors may be closed, we ARE OPEN to all of you. 
In addition, we will be sending weekly email updates. If you are not receiving these emails, 
please let Sonya know :  sonyaa@togetheringrace.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These are wild times for families, but you’re not alone! God is with you and we have been 
trying to provide support and some material to our parents of our children.  Our prayer for 
you is that your families will grow even closer to our Lord and to each other during this time. 

A few resources for you at home are below: 

https://ministry-to-children.com 

https://childrensministry.com 

 
 
 

 Children’s Ministry 
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 Ways to Stay Connected 
 

 



 
 

 

      
 
 
 
 
 

 
During this time, our youth meetings have moved to online. We have had some great Zoom 
conversations! We have also had some Facebook events and Google Hangout chats.  We 
want to continue to connect with our youth and know this social distancing has been 
especially difficult for them.   
 
Middle and high school youth group are combined during this time. 
 

Wednesdays @6:30pm – Youth Group Zoom 
Youth Group Zoom on Sundays (time varies) 
 

For details on how to “Zoom”, you can contact Phil Matthews at pmatthews120@gmail.com 
or Mary Beth at youth@togetheringrace.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Mental Health Foundation: 
 
To combat COVID-19, we all need to do 
our part, which is why Network180, Forest 
View Psychiatric Hospital and Pine Rest 
Christian Mental Health Services are 
combining their efforts to encourage 
individuals seeking mental health support 
to avoid local Emergency Departments 
and contacting one of their agencies for 
help instead. 
 

Help begins by picking up the phone: 
• Network180: (616) 336-3909 
• Forest View: (800) 949-8439 
• Pine Rest: (800) 678-5500 or (616) 

455-9200 

  

 

 

Salvation Army Creates 
Emotional Support Line 
 
There is a hotline call-in 
center to provide 
emotional and spiritual 
support during Michigan’s COVID-19 stay-
at-home order. 
 
The organization’s Compassion Hotline is for 
individuals needing “to talk, share and ask 
questions.”  
 
The hotline is free of charge and operated 
by retired Salvation Army officers and staff 
who are trained to listen. 
 
Call: 616-742-9199  
Everyday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 Missions 
 

  Monday, May 11th from 2:30 pm – 7:00 pm @ Covenant  
 

Please register online at: 
https://donate.michigan.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/120887 
 

If the outbreak of coronavirus expands, travel-based restrictions could potentially reduce the number 
of eligible donors and measures suggested to reduce exposure to other people could disrupt 
community blood drives and donations at centers. Public health officials are supporting continuation of 
blood donation as critical to health care in our communities. Since it is the blood currently on hand that 
saves lives, maintaining a sufficient blood supply is essential to ensure patients in need receive optimal 
treatment. 
Versiti is asking donors who have travelled to China, Iran, South Korea or Italy, to self-defer from 
donation for 28 days from their date of return. These countries are in line with the current CDC travel 
guidelines. For more information about Versiti and COVID-19, please 
visit: https://www.versiti.org/home/coronavirus-information 

 
 

 Youth Ministry 
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Sometimes, maybe especially now, it is hard to be content.  As I look out my office window today, I am 
disappointed that the morning sun gave way to overcast skies.  I dread stepping outside to feel a cold wind once 
again.  Spring seems a bit sluggish this year and I’ve been conditioned to expect cold and wet when the sky is 
grey.  My mood is also affected, I’m sure yours is too.  We all struggle to endure cloudy days.  How does one 
rejoice without sunshine?  Paul writes this in Philippians 4: 
  

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The 
Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

   
I’m not aware of the weather conditions during winter in the Middle East but I’d bet it is a bit sunnier than West 
Michigan.  Paul’s mood seems to reflect that.  But he does make it a point near the end of this letter to urge 
people to rejoice, twice.  There is much we don’t know about the church in Philippi but reading this gives us 
some perspective.  They are struggling with something.  There is stress, anxiety, uncertainty maybe.  They need 
encouragement!  So, Paul being the good pastor he is, provides that in this passage.  But it isn’t just words of 
fluff, it isn’t hollow praise or a hearty “it’s going to be OK”.  No Paul’s words are encouraging and instructive.  
He urges, not only joy, but trust.   
 
In a time that gives us many reasons to be distrustful, to doubt God’s work in our lives and the world, we need 
to hear this.  We need a call to joy but also a call to prayer, to thanksgiving, to gentleness, and to peace.  Paul’s 
words are important in the original context and in ours because human life, emotions, and situations haven’t 
changed in thousands of years.  Neither has the grace of Jesus Christ.  This small piece of encouragement brings 
hope, not in earthly truths, but in divine grace.  Seek out more of it! 
 
May the peace of God, that transcends all understanding, guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Grillers Spice Rub – Great on Chicken, Pork or Beef 
 
1 Tbs of each of the following: 
Celery Seed 
Dried Mustard 
Chili Powder (mild or hot your choice, I like Cheyanne) 
Brown Sugar 
 
2 Tbs of each of the following:                            3 Tbs of each of the following: 
Black Pepper           Kosher Salt 
Onion Powder            
Garlic Powder 
Dried Parsley 
Smoked Paprika 
 
 

 A note from Pastor Jamie 
A 
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In the face of this global crisis, Covenant continues to offer hope, fellowship, spiritual 
connection, encouragement and care to those who need it.  If YOU have a need, please 
do not hesitate to contact your Care Group Leader! 

Because of your support we are able to continue to:   

• Hold Sunday Worship Services and many additional ministry opportunities online 
• Organize ways to minister to the most vulnerable 
• Provide financial support to those laid off from Covid-19 
• Support the elderly and others who are isolated 
• Continue to support the organizations who provide direct services for those less 

fortunate 

Checks can be mailed to 4276 Baldwin St., Hudsonville MI 49426, or simply go to 
www.TogetherInGrace.org/give to support the our ministry.  
 
It’s an extraordinary privilege to shine the Light of Christ, offer comfort and bring hope in this 
time of crisis. The Church was made for this. 
  

 CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
  Lead Pastor – Jamie DeVries 
 jamied@togetheringrace.org 
 
  Worship Director – Kevin Manning 
  worship@togetheringrace.org 
 

  
  Ministry Assistant – Sonya Archer 
  office@togetheringrace.org 
   
 Youth – Mary Beth Gernaat 
  youth@togetheringrace.org 
 

  Facilities – Howard Huisingh 
  facilities@togetheringrace.org 
 
  Kids Hope – Joyce Ploeg 
  kidshope@togetheringrace.org 

 
  Website – Tammy Huisingh 
  website@togetheringrace.org 
 

 
  

Sunday Service - Online @ 10:00AM 
4276 Baldwin Street  |  Hudsonville, MI  49426  |616.669.6684   

(Located near the Badwin Street Middle School – close to Georgetown Forest.)  
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 A note from our Deacons 
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