
 
Course Title: Speech and Debate 
Cost: $400 
 
Description: 
Speech and Debate is a valuable competitive performance class. First semester we will focus on “Speech”. 
Speech events sharpen speaking and/or acting skills.  Second semester we will focus on “Debate”.   Debate 
teaches students how to participate in the rational exchange of ideas and arguments as they relate to 
significant social issues.  

This course explores a wide variety and range of public speaking skills, including: Extemporaneous Speaking, 
Declamation, Original Oratory, Oral Interpretation (prose and poetry), and Storytelling at the novice level. 
Additionally, students are introduced to basic researching, argumentation, questioning, and rebuttal skills 
through a variety and range of debate disciplines, including: Congressional Debate, Public Forum Debate, and 
the basics of philosophy for Lincoln-Douglas Debate. Skill focus includes the development of techniques in 
diction, articulation, enunciation and projection. Students begin to analyze pieces of literature, create and 
deliver orations, write arguments, and evaluate performances.  Through research and practice students will 
become familiar with these various styles through instruction, research, and practice. Students begin to 
analyze pieces of literature, create and deliver orations, write arguments, and evaluate performances. Students 
are required to perform in class and may have the opportunity to attend competitions through extracurricular 
programs. 

Prerequisites: none 
Grade Level: 9th - 12th 
Schedule: Fridays, 10:45am - 12:15pm, 32 weeks beginning August 6, 2021 
Class Size: 6 minimum for class to form 
Textbooks: Supplied 
Supplies: 3 Ring Binder 
Instructor: Debbie Vaughn 
 
Debbie Vaughn is a Jesus following wife, homeschool mother of 10, and grandmother of 4.  She considers it a 
privilege to encourage young people to grow and develop into who they were created to be.  She is a theatre 
director, pianist, musical director, teacher, and actor originally from Knoxville, TN.  She believes public 
speaking and oral communication are valuable skills that every young person should develop, regardless of 
their future plans, and these skills can be gained through creative and enjoyable methods such as theatre and 
competitive debate.  She currently teaches homeschool classes in the mid-south area, directs youth drama 
camps and theatre productions at local community theaters, and is active in the music ministry at Ellendale 
Baptist Church in Bartlett.  


