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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

 Many of us on the fourth Thursday of this month will gather 

with family and friends to celebrate Thanksgiving.  When we are  

seated before a large meal with those we know and love, there are  

certainly plenty of reasons to give thanks to God. On such an           

occasion, it is not difficult to see how he provides for us out of his  

fatherly, divine goodness and mercy. 

 But what about those times when life isnôt going along so 

well?  What about time when we experience pain and suffering?  

What about those times when we are confronted with trouble and 

hardships?  During such trying times, itôs not easy to give thanks to 

God.  Where is his fatherly, divine goodness and mercy? 

 In his second letter to the church at Corinth, Paul describes a 

difficult time he was experiencing.  He stated that he had a thorn in his 

flesh, ña messenger of Satanò (2 Cor. 12:7).  Although he doesnôt give 

the specifics about this thorn in his flesh, he does state that he pleaded 

with the Lord three times to take it away.  But the Lord wouldnôt    

remove it.  Instead he declared to Paul that his grace would be enough. 

 How did Paul respond?  Did he moan and belly-ache about his 

problem?  No.  He delighted in it.  How could he delight in his       

moment of pain and weakness?  As Paul states, such difficult times 

teach him where his strength is located.  He may be weak, but the 

Lord is not.  Therefore, instead of depending on himself, he will     

depend on the Lord. 

 You also can depend on the Lord during times of suffering and 

weakness.  Such times do not mean that he has given up on you.  As 

Paul states, such times teach us to rely on God.  His strength will get 

us through.  No problem we face is too big for him.  No hardship is     

beyond him.  Nothing can take away his love for us. 

 That is the assurance we have because the tomb was empty on 

Easter.  The resurrection of Christ our Lord declares that not even sin 

or death can separate us from God.  Such powers of darkness have 

been overcome.  The light of his mercy, grace, and forgiveness will 

always shine upon us. 

 That is the light we need to get through life in this world.  Life 

in this world doesnôt just have high peaks; there are also plenty of low 

valleys as well.  No matter what we face, we can rejoice and give 

thanks.  He is still will us.  He can get us through, for he is our 

strength. 

Happy Thanksgiving!!       
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As many of you are aware, offerings received for the general fund over the summer 

months were significantly less than the expenses incurred so we were forced to borrow 

$7,500 to cover the bills.  Further, offerings received in the most recent months have 

barely covered expenses.  That being the case, we have not been able to pay anything off 

on the loan yet.  In order to be good stewards of our resources, the church council has  

decided to focus on getting this paid off during the month of November. 

 

We, the Church Council, feel that a conscious effort by the whole congregation is needed 

to reduce our debt. We are encouraging all congregational members to make an ñextraò offering, over and 

above their regular offerings during the month of November to help pay off the loan. This can be done by 

using the enclosed specially marked envelope (fill in your number from your regular envelopes so that your 

gift is reflected on your annual giving statement). This envelope can be put in the offering plate or dropped 

off at the church office. Extra envelopes are also available in the upper narthex or church office.  

 

If every communicant member would give just over an extra $10.00, we could nearly pay off this              

outstanding debt. We know not everyone has "extra" to give, but we sincerely ask all members to prayerfully 

consider this request and give according to what they can.  

 

Should the amount of "extra" offerings exceed the debt, those excess offerings would be placed in the     

General Fund for future expenses and to help prevent the need to borrow additional funds in the near term.  

 

We pray that God would lead hearts to support His ministry at St. Paulôs with these special gifts. 

                     Respectfully, St. Paul Lutheran Church Council 

 

"Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, 

faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. 1 Peter 4:10"   

THANK YOU to all of the volunteer host and hostesses for our photo directory     
sessions. Your service to the church was greatly appreciated by the Stewardship   

Committee. Thank you to: Shirley Dibb, Phylis Ernst, Connie Gatz, Leana 

Gueningsman, Cary & Arlys Hartwig, Karla Heigl, Bonnie Johnson, Dorothy Klobe, 

Audrey Litzau, Donna Machmehl, Joyce Miller, Shirley Minnick, Lois Raduenz,   

Carol Wolter, Deb Zebell.  

McLeod County Christmas Project 
As soon as we receive the tags from McLeod County Social Services, the 

Christmas tree will be set up in the narthex with several tags with Christmas 

wishes of children living in McLeod County. This is a great way to help fulfill 

the experience of receiving gifts on Christmas morning to kids who may not be 

as fortunate to experience this otherwise. You may take a tag, purchase the 

item on the tag and then return the item with the tag to the Christmas tree. 

Please also note that you and your family are welcome to support this  

program even if all the tags have been taken! You may purchase a gift for 

a child age 1-17 and we will take those items over along with the tagged 

items. Items cannot be wrapped and will need to be back to church by Sunday, December 9th.  

      Contact Katie with any questions.   

Thank you for your recent donation of 67 pounds of food and $117.38 to the McLeod 

Emergency Food Shelf. Your kindness and generosity is sincerely appreciated! 
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November ACT Youth Group Schedule 

Sun. Nov. 4th: 6:30 PM in the Youth Room 

Sun. Nov. 11th: 6:30 PM in the Youth Room 

Sun. Nov. 18th: 6:00 PM meet in the parking lot for Joint Youth 

Group 

Sun. Nov. 25th: 6:30 PM in the Youth Room 

Sunday School Christmas Services 
 

Merry Christmaséwell, almost. Itôs hard to believe that itôs time to start thinking about Christmas. However, 

in Sunday School we have already started to practice songs for the Christmas services! It is important to be in 

Sunday School each week as we prepare for each program. Also, it is SUPER important that you start         

practicing your part as soon as you receive it!  

 

PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING CAREFULLY! 

 

Like last year, we will be dividing the groups based on the ALPHABET in order to keep 

family members together in the same service.  

 

BOTH Christmas services will be on SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9THé 

      Last Names of A-Kð8:00 Service  

      Last Names of L-Zð10:30 Service  
 

Each group will have one afternoon rehearsal on Sunday, December 2ndé 

   Last Names of A-K = 1:00-3:00pm 

   Last Names of L-Z = 3:30-5:30pm  

This is really the only time we will have to go through the WHOLE service so it is VERY IMPORTANT 

that your child be at this practice!!! 

ADVENT SOUP SUPPERS 
We will once again be having a Soup Supper before each      

Advent Worship Service on: 

   Wednesday, December 5th (hosted by ACT)** 

   Wednesday, December 12th (hosted by KFC)** 

    Wednesday, December 19th (hosted by LWML) 

KFCñTurkey Bowling!  

All 5th-8th graders are invited to join us Sunday, November 18th from 11:30-

1:00pm for some TURKEY BOWLING!! Lunch will be provided and 

friends are always welcome! YOU MUST Sign-up on the youth bulletin 

board or let Katie (DCE) know that you will be joining us!  
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Size Cost Quantity 

4 1/2ò PotðSingle Plant      $4.99   

6ò Pot -Single Plant             $10.25   

 7 1/2ò Pot-Double Plant    $18.00   

8 1/2ò  Pot-Triple Plant      $22.25   

TOTAL   

_______(check here) if you will be bringing your own poinsettia 

plant, but would like to have information printed above in regard 

to the plant you are bringing.  Please turn in this form to the 

Church office by December 5th. When you bring your plant, make 

sure it is marked if you wish to have it back. 

Would you 

like to help  

beautify the church  

with a poinsettia plant?  Your Name__________________________________________ 

____In memory of ____________________________________ 

____In thanksgiving for________________________________ 

____To simply beautify the church 

    ORDER 

  DEADLINE 
    Nov. 19h, 2018  

Checks may be made payable to St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church 

Poinsettia         Plant         Order         Form 

ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY CLEAN-UP: 

Thank you to the amazing crew we had for 

our clean-up on Sunday, October 7th. We  

finished clean up in record time. A special 

thank you to Brett Schmidt for helping head 

up this service event. Thank you to: Brett, 

Beau and Brandon Schmidt; Kara, Mike and 

April Lee; Pastor and Alex Nelson; Tom 

Feltmann, Jim Klaustermeier, Sue and Greg 

Hartwig, Todd Ruschmeyer, Fred Holasek, 

Pat Feltmann and Dave Hoernemann for  

giving of your time for this project.  

Ushers are needed to help with the upcoming Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas  

Services. Can you help?  You do not need to be on the current Usher list to help, just sign 

up on the sheets in the Upper Narthex. Ushers are needed for: 

 

Thanksgiving Eve, Wed. Nov. 21st, 7:00 PM 

Thanksgiving Day, Thurs. Nov. 22nd, 9:00 AM 

Midweek Advent, Wed. Dec. 5th, 7:00 PM 

          Midweek Advent, Wed. Dec. 12th, 7:00 PM 

         Midweek Advent, Wed. Dec 19th, 7:00 PM 

         Christmas Eve, Mon. Dec. 24th, 5:00 PM 

         Christmas Eve, Mon. Dec. 24th, 7:00 PM 

         Christmas Day, Tues. Dec. 25th, 9:00 AM 

         New Yearôs Eve, Mon. Dec. 31st, 5:00 PM 
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The November meeting of St. Paulôs LWML will be held on Monday, November 5, at 7 p.m. Margie 

Herrmann will lead our devotions. Offerings for the month will be given to the McLeod Alliance for Victims 

of Domestic Violence. We invite all women of our congregation to join us in Christian service by joining the 

LWML! 

LWMLôS NEXT MEETING 

WHEN: Monday, November 5, 7:00 p.m. 

PLACE: St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church 

The LWML of St. Paulôs met Monday, October 1, 2018 at 7 p.m. 

16 members present. Deb Lohse led a devotion and Pastor Nelson led a Bible study. 

Secretaryôs Report was approved. Treasurerôs Report showed a balance of $1979.94. 

Correspondence and Thank yous from: Orphan Grain Train and KDUZ. Our sponsored Lutheran Hour     

broadcast on KDUZ will be Sunday, December 9.  

 

CIRCLE REPORTS: 

Circle One, funerals: Served Ellenor Kuenzel funeral Sept. 22.   

Circle Two, Program: Margie H. will lead devotions in November, and a video of Lois Raduenzô sisterôs 

speech for the District Convention will be shown. 

Circle Three, Altar: Usual activities. 

Circle Four, Visiting:  Visits were made.  

Circle Five, Missions: Seeking interested congregation members to help assemble quilt tops with lining and tie 

quilts in preparation for finish sewing.   

Christian Life Chairman: Members may pick up their WOMs and Quarterly publications on the buffet in the 

church basement to read or take visiting.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  Cards and napkins will be for sale before Thanksgiving. Still seeking a volunteer 

to head up this ministry. The storage room has been cleaned and sorted. Unused items will be put out for the 

congregation to take. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: Looked at upcoming mission projects list for 2019. 

 

DONATIONS: 

$100 American Bible Society 

$150 LCMS World Relief Human Care for Hurricane Florence 

$150 Gifts from the Heart (Fall Rally) Haiti missions 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Seeking candidates for President, Vice President, and Treasurer. 

Offering was collected. October birthdays were acknowledged, and the collection was taken. Meeting          

adjourned by President Jan Monroe. Next meeting: Monday, November 5 at 7 pm. Servers will be Mary 

Ann T. and Virginia B. 

Jane Holasek, Secretary 

Reminder: If you are using the church basement/kitchen, please do NOT 

leave any recyclables in the back furnace room or in the kitchen. All      

recyclables should be removed. The church does not have recycling     

services.  They are your responsibility! 



Thank you to everyone who signed 

up to be a greeter. Here is the 

greeter schedule for November. If 

you would like to become a     

greeter, please contact the church 

office at 320-395-2573 Φ 

Date 1st Service 2nd Service 

4 Ralph, Donna, Kori  

Machemehl 

Barb Parpart 

11 Maxine Almquist Duane & Angie Litzau 

18 Don & LaJean Hoof Craig & Tracy Jackson 

25 Chip & Corbey Hentges Chuck & Kim Reed 

Lester Prairie Sandwich Ministry... 
A community-wide Ministry for the Marie Sandvick Center,  Minneapolis. 

Volunteers and donations are needed to help assemble sandwiches.  
 

This monthôs sandwich making date is: November 15th at 8:30 am.  
 

Sandwich Making events take place the third Thursday of every month at 8:30 AM.  

Everyone is welcome to help with this servant event. 

The Lester Prairie Sandwich Ministry is in need of donations for sandwich supplies.  

Any donations are always welcome! Thank you! 
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Edith Lillian Kosek  
Louisa Ella Kosek  
Baptized September 30, 2018 
Parents: Gary and Larisa Kosek 

The well-known author and pastor Tim Keller described in 

a presentation three challenges that the church faces in 

these times.  These challenges include truth, guilt, and     

interpretation. During the first three Sundays of November, 

we will explore these three challenges that we may be equipped to answer them.    

Please join us! 


