November 2022

THE LAMPLIGHTER
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
(Psalm 119:105)

Reach Out and Share the Love of Christ through Word & Service
ST. PAUL
EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN

CHURCH
124 Maple St. North, Box 38
Lester Prairie, MN 55354
Worship - Sunday
8:00 & 10:30 AM
Sunday School/ Adult Bible
Study
9:15 AM
Church Staff:
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor
E-Mail: revericnelson@embarqmail.com
Ellen Schulteis, DCE
Email: stpauldce@gmail.com

Amanda Streufert, Admin. Assistant
E-Mail:
amandastreufert@embarqmail.com
Phone:
(320)395-2573
Fax:
(320)395-2037
E-mail:
stpaulslp@embarqmail.com
Web Address:
www.stpaullp.org
INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
Pastor
Announcements
Birthdays & Anniversaries
Council Minutes
Calendar of Events

1
2-6
7
8-10
11

Groceries are expensive. Filling up the car is not cheap. The
stock market has been volatile. The national debt is staggering. There is
talk of a recession. War continues in Ukraine. There are plenty of
reasons to worry. As a result, we can have trouble believing that God
will take care of us.
Isn’t this the same God who provides for the birds of the air and
the lilies of the field? The birds do not sow or reap, yet God feeds them.
The lilies do not labor or spin, but as Christ said (Luke 12:27), not even
Solomon with all of his wealth was able to dress like one of these. If
God takes care of the birds and the lilies, he will certainly take care of us.
The holiday of Thanksgiving also reminds us how God provides
all that we need to support these bodies and lives. Many of us will
celebrate this holiday in a warm home with family and friends. We will
gather around a table and enjoy a huge dinner. Hardly anyone leaves the
table hungry on Thanksgiving Day.
Of course, the whole purpose of this holiday is to give thanks for
all these gifts God provides. He knows how to take care of his people.
He delivers us from our fears. He saves us from our troubles. He
provides all we need so that we lack no good thing. Yet despite all these
gifts he provides us, we still have doubts and worries.
If you still have doubts and worries, consider how valuable you
are to God. He was willing to give up his Son in order to purchase and
redeem you. Jesus took our place on the cross and faced the judgment
we deserve. Because he paid the debt we owe to God for our sins in full,
he rose again. Therefore, we will not face God’s fierce wrath and
punishment. Instead, he provides us with forgiveness and salvation.
It was an enormous price to pay for you. If God values you so
much that he was willing to give up his only Son, certainly he will
provide for you and take care of you.
But doubts and worries can still plague us. Our flesh is weak.
We live in a world with all sorts of problems. When we struggle with
our faith, we can consider the birds of the air and the lilies of the field.
They remind us that the Lord provides. If our struggles still won’t go
away, we can remember the price God paid for us. He gave up his Son
so that we could have every good thing – including, forgiveness, life, and
salvation.
Have a blessed Thanksgiving!
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As the church year draws to a close, we are reminded that the world will come to an end. God
will shut down the whole operation with fire and destruction. As that day approaches, what will
happen? This is what Paul describes in his second letter to Timothy. Join us for a brief sermon
series that examines Paul’s instruction to Timothy concerning the last days.
Volunteers Needed: St. Paul’s Church
will be hosting the Youth Task Force
school lunch on Wednesday, November
9th. Volunteers are needed starting at
10:30 a.m. to help set up, serve, and
clean up. If you could help us out, please
contact Jane Roth. Call or text at
320-282-3225 or email at
ljroth90@gmail.com

If you have empty prescription
pill containers, there is a yellow
bucket in the Lower Narthex
where you can drop them in.
Please take off the labels. No
over the counter containers.
These will be sent to Mathew 25
Ministries for reuse by doctors in
Nicaragua. This is a disaster relief
organization. Thank you.

Dear Members of St. Paul Lutheran Church,
33

Teach me, Lord, the way of your decrees, that I may follow it to the end. 34Give me understanding, so that I
may keep your law and obey it with all my heart. 35Direct me in the path of your commands, for there I find
delight. 36Turn my heart toward your statutes and not toward selfish gain. 37Turn my eyes away from worthless
things; preserve my life according to your word.
Psalm 119:33-37
We at St. Paul Lutheran Church began livestreaming our church services when it was closed due to the Covid
19 Pandemic. This proved to be a wonderful way to stay connected to our members and to keep them safe.
We have continued to upgrade our live-streaming equipment to ensure that our members have a better worship
experience.
Things are returning to normal after two years of living with Covid 19. Our church doors are open as are other
businesses. But our church continues to have low attendance numbers. Church leaders everywhere are asking
the questions, “Why are we not seeing people flood back to our churches? Why does church attendance
remain low while restaurants and sporting venues are filling up rapidly?”
The answer is simpler than we might imagine—habits. Congregations everywhere have spent the last two
years building a habit of staying home on Sunday morning. Many of you are watching the service online each
week. But we are concerned that when people don’t regularly attend in person, they are less likely to stay
connected to the church and they are less likely to continue to give.
We will continue will to livestream our Sunday service for those of you that are unable to attend in person.
Live streaming is still a great way to reach our church members that are shut-ins, sick, on vacation, in nursing
homes, away at college etc.
We as your church leaders encourage our members to attend worship in person whenever possible. We cannot
stress enough the importance of worshipping in the sanctuary for things like holy communion and fellowship.
The Bible tells us to meet together as believers and to encourage one another. Let's be honest, if there was
ever a time when we need to encourage one another, it would be now.
We close with a prayer.
Heavenly Father,
May our church building once more ring out its voice of praise and prayer to you. May we as a congregation
flourish and fulfill your calling to love and serve one another. In your name we pray, Amen
God’s Blessings,
Your Church Elders
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The Sunday School Christmas Program will be on December 11th during
the 10:30 service. All practices will take place during the Sunday School
hour starting in November. Children must attend regularly to receive a
part.
ACT Schedule
November 6th: 7:30 PM ACT Youth Group
November 13th: NO ACT Youth Group
November 20th: 7:30 PM ACT Youth Group
Mission Trip $50 deposit deadline
November 27th: 7:30 PM ACT Youth Group
Sunday School Singing
Schedule:
November 13th:
Pre-Service for 10:30 am
Service (Nursery 3-4)

NO Confirmation or
6th Grade
Release Time on
Wednesday,
November 23rd.
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LWML’S NEXT MEETING
WHEN: November 7, 2022 7:00 p.m.
PLACE: Lower Narthex

Ladies, please join us for our regular monthly meeting on Nov. 7th at 7:00 p.m. Karen Gentsmer,
District President, will be attending to give us a summary of the summer conference held in June. We
will be planning our December ladies get-together and nominations for 2023 President and VicePresident. The November mission donation is designated for LCMS World Missions. Refreshments
will be served. We look forward to seeing you there.
St. Paul LWML monthly meeting was held on October 3, 2022 with 15 members present and 1 guest
attending. Joyce M. led the devotion on the parables of The Lost Sheep and The Lost Coin based on
Luke 15.
President Tracy called the meeting to order. The Secretary’s Sept. report was approved.
Treasurer’s report was filed for audit: Balance on hand $2735.17.
Correspondence: a friendly note from Shirley Dibb.
CIRCLE REPORTS:
1. No report.
2. Karen Getsmer, McLeod Zone President will attend our Nov. meeting and report on the summer
conference.
3. Compliments given for the altar decorations for October.
4. Sue R. reported on her many visits to shut-ins in Glencoe and Winsted this fall. Sue presented an
African mission project with a collection of used pill bottles.
5. Quilts were displayed for LWML Sunday. They will be donated to both Sandwich Ministry and
Orphan Grain Train along with many donated quilts from the community.
Christian Life: No report this month.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 1. Funeral meal guidelines were reviewed. M/S/C to approve the funeral
meal policy as presented. 2. Equalization dues will be paid as directed in November.
NEW BUSINESS:
1. McLeod Zone Fall Rally will be held at Good Shepherd Lutheran at Glencoe on Sat. October 15th,
8:30 a.m. Speaker is Rev. Paul Biebighauser on travels to Israel. M/S/C to donate $150 to Lutherans
for Life as Gifts from the Heart.
2. Circle 4 will present Pastor Appreciation Gift this month. Cards will be sent to St. Paul professional
staff and church workers in observance of Appreciation month.
3. The funeral of LWML member, Janelle Birkholz, will be held on Friday, Oct. 7th. LWML
members will sit as a group for the service.
4. We will plan a Christmas/December “Ladies night”. Details will be discussed at the Nov. meeting.
DONATIONS: M/S/C to donate $150 for Food for the Poor. Mite Ingathering: Joyce presented the
mission “MOST”: Mission Opportunities Short Term on mission work in African countries.
October birthdays: Sonya C. and Doris D. Meeting adjourned by President Tracy.
Next meeting: Nov. 7th, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. (refreshments will be served).
submitted by Sec. Linda Mensing
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+ Memorials for Ruth Dose were
received in the amount of $50.00
for the Organ Fund.
+ Memorials for Clarence Ehrke
were received in the amount of
$45.00 for the Bahr/Strei
Scholarship.

The church office will
be closed on Thursday
and Friday, November
24th - 25th.
Early Bulletin Deadline:
The deadline to submit items for the Sunday,
November 27th bulletin will be Tuesday,
November 22nd at Noon. Any questions, please
contact the church office (320-395-2573,
stpaulslp@embarqmail.com).

A door offering for Hurricane Ian victims
will be taken November 6th and 13th. The
LCMS Disaster Response (LCMS Office
of National Mission) is coordinating with
the LCMS Florida-Georgia District office
and the congregations in the area to bring
Christ’s love and mercy to those who are
impacted. Initial response efforts are
underway, funded by donations graciously
given over the past months. Stewarding
your joyful generosity, in whatever amount
the Lord makes possible, LCMS Disaster
Response will carry out our Synod’s
continuous efforts to reflect our Lord’s
love and concern to those in Florida who
are hurting and seeking hope because of
Hurricane Ian.
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Each week the KDUZ Lutheran Hour
broadcast is planting the seed of God’s Word
but it is God who turns the seed into faith. The
Word of God does not return empty but
accomplishes what God purposes.
Worldwide it is estimated that 125 million
people hear the Gospel each week through
various Lutheran Hour Ministry efforts. There
are over 1 million listeners to the Lutheran
Hour. Annually there are close to 545,000
responses received with 65,000 of those
referred to local congregations.
Each week at the end of the KDUZ Lutheran
Hour broadcast listeners are invited to attend a
church of the Lutheran Hour in their area for
Sunday services.
Thank you for sponsoring and supporting the
Lutheran Hour broadcasts heard on KDUZ
Radio.

THANK YOU to the following for
helping with our clean-up: Brett Schmidt,
Fred Holasek, Brandon Schmidt, Jim
Hlavka, Larry Hoof, Dale Klaustermeier
and Mike Foust.

A Message of Hope heard on The Lutheran Hour

Hear the Good News of the Gospel on the Lutheran Hour each Sunday at 9:00 am on KDUZ 1260 AM
Radio. During the month of November, you will hear the following program topics:
Nov 6 "Barefoot Saints" with guest speaker: Rev. Dr. Dean Nadasdy. Moses heard God speak to him
from a burning bush. Where do we hear Him? (Exodus 3:1-6 (7-15))
Nov 13 "Still Holding On" with Lutheran Hour speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. God's judgment
clears the way for God's new creation, in Christ. (Luke 21:28)
Nov 20 "Where It All Comes Together" with guest speaker: Rev. Dr. John Nunes. We see division and
discord all around us, but there is one place where it all comes together—the fullness of God in the
person of Jesus Christ. (Colossians 1:19-20)
Nov 27 "Freshly Fallen Snow" with Lutheran Hour speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. Dr. Michael
Zeigler talks about fresh snow and fresh starts. (Isaiah 2:1-5)
Thank you for supporting the KDUZ Radio Lutheran Hour broadcasts with your gifts and your prayers.
We have two remaining openings in 2022 and need sponsors for December 4 and December 18. The
cost for sponsoring either of these dates is $94.00. Contact Rich Streufert at 320-864-6884 or e-mail
richstreufert@embarqmail.com.
Broadcast sponsors can dedicate a sponsorship in memory of a loved one, in honor of a birthday or
anniversary, or sponsor a broadcast as a service project for their congregation organization. Checks
should be made out to “KDUZ Lutheran Hour Broadcast”. Send checks to “KDUZ Lutheran Hour
Supporters”, % First Lutheran Church, 925 13th Street E, Glencoe, MN 55336.

God’s Word provides the light we need.
Psalm 119:105
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Daylight Saving
Time ends Sunday,
November 6th.
Remember to
change your clocks!

LOST AND FOUNDPlease check the lost and found
(located on the coat rack across
from the restrooms). We have
accumulated a few coats and
miscellaneous items. Any items
not claimed by November 15th
will be removed.

The Congregational memory verse for the month of
November is Psalm 145:16 ~ “You open your hand and
satisfy the desires of every living thing.”

Lester Prairie Sandwich Ministry...

A community-wide Ministry for the Marie Sandvick Center, Minneapolis.
Volunteers and donations are needed.
This month’s date is November 17 at 8:30 am.
Sandwich Making events take place the third Thursday of every month at 8:30 AM.
Everyone is welcome to help with this servant event.
Thank you for your donations to Sandwich Ministry this month!

HELP WANTED: It’s once again time for members
of St. Paul to step up again and say yes when asked to
serve on the Church Council. Our nominating
committee will be contacting members to serve on the
various boards/positions. Please give this request
prayerful consideration and agree to serve. Thank you
from the Nominating Committee. If you would be willing to serve on the Council, please
contact the church office or a current Council Member.

THANK YOU to Brian and Amy Gatz for their donation of
Communion Wine.

Wednesday, November 23:
7:00 PM Thanksgiving Eve
Service with Communion
Thursday, November 24:
9:00 AM Thanksgiving Day
Service
Church Offices Closed
Friday, November 25:
Church Offices Closed

Non-Profit
Organization
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