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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  5:00 p.m. 
       
                    Church Staff: 

Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Ellen Schulteis, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 
 

December 31, 2022~ Holy Communion  
 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME 

HYMN #358: “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” (Verses 1-5) Text and music: 

Public domain 
1. "From heav'n above to earth I come to bear good news to ev'ry home: 

Glad tidings of great joy I bring, Whereof I now will say and sing: 
 

2. "To you this night is born a child Of Mary chosen virgin mild; 

This little child of lowly birth Shall be the joy of all the earth. 
 

3. "This is the Christ, our God Most High, Who hears your sad and bitter cry; 

He will Himself your Savior be From all your sins to set you free. 
 

4. "He will on you the gifts bestow Prepared by God for all below, 

That in His kingdom, bright and fair, You may with us His glory share. 
 

5. "These are the signs that you shall mark:  

The swaddling clothes and manger dark. 

There you will find the infant laid By whom the heav'ns and earth were made." 
 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: The marking of the time reaches another milestone. The old year draws to a 

close, the near year is close at hand. 

C: Lord you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations. 

(Psalms 90:1) 
 

P: Let us confess our sins to God our Father      

C: O Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor miserable sinner, confess to 

You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your punishment now and forever.  But I am heartily sorry for them 

and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
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INTROIT (read responsively) 

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C: the Maker of heaven and earth. 

P: Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things; 

C: his right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 

P: The Lord has made his salvation known 

C: and revealed his righteousness to the nations. 

P: He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel; 

C: all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning, 

C: is now, and will be forever.  Amen 

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C: the Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

COLLECT 

Lord God, heavenly Father, because you sent us your only-begotten Son for our 

salvation and gave him the name of Jesus, grant that we may begin the New Year 

trusting in his saving name and live all our days in his service and praise to the 

glory of his holy name; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS………………..Isaiah 30:15-17,  Romans 8:31b-39 

GOSPEL LESSON…………………………………………...Luke 12:35-40 
 

THE NICENE CREED (Inside back cover of LSB) 
 

HYMN #733: “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” Text and music: Public domain 

1. O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home: 

 

2. Under the shadow of Thy throne Thy saints have dwelt secure; 

Sufficient is Thine arm alone, And our defense is sure. 

 

3. Before the hills in order stood Or earth received her frame, 

From everlasting Thou art God, To endless years the same. 

 

4. A thousand ages in Thy sight Are like an evening gone, 

Short as the watch that ends the night Before the rising sun. 

 

5. Time, like an ever-rolling stream, Soon bears us all away; 

We fly forgotten as a dream Dies at the op'ning day. 
 

6. O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while life shall last And our eternal home! 
 

NEW YEAR’S EVE MESSAGE  
 

 



  

FAITHFULLY DEPARTED (The Toll Bell is rung after each member is named) 

All: There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under 

heaven: 

  Clarence Kosek 
 

All: a time to be born, a time to die, 

Gregory Gatz 
 

All: a time to plant, a time to uproot 

LuAnn Mueller 
 

All: a time to kill, a time to heal, 

Margaret Heldt 
 

All: a time to tear down, a time to build 

Emmert Schroeder 
 

All: a time to weep, a time to laugh; a time to mourn, a time to dance, 

  Thelma Shrode 
 

All: a time to scatter stones, a time to gather them.   

Ronald Unglaub 

 

All: a time to embrace, a time to refrain, 

  Janelle Birkholz 
 

All: a time to search, a time to give up,  

Lewis Bettcher 

 

All: a time to keep, a time to throw away,  

  John Teubert 

 

All: a time to tear, a time to mend,  

  Doris Kletscher 

 

All: a time to be silent, a time to speak, a time to love, a time to hate, a time for 

war, a time for peace (Ecclesiastes 3) 

 

OFFERINGS 
 

PRAYERS 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 



  

ADMONITION TO COMMUNICANTS 

P: I exhort you in Christ that you give attention to the Testament of Christ in true 

faith, and above all take to heart the words with which Christ presents his body and 

blood to us for forgiveness; that you take note of and give thanks for the boundless 

love that he showed us when he saved us from the wrath of God, sin, death, and 

hell by his blood; and that you then externally receive the bread and wine, that is, 

his body and blood, as a guarantee and pledge.  Let us then in his name, according 

to his command, and with his own words administer and receive the Testament. 
 

CONSECRATION OF ELEMENTS 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

#358: “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”  

    (Verses 6-10) 

6. How glad we'll be to find it so! Then with the shepherds let us go 

To see what God for us has done In sending us His own dear Son. 
 

7. Come here, my friends, lift up your eyes, And see what in the manger lies. 

Who is this child, so young and fair? It is the Christ Child lying there. 
 

8. Welcome to earth, O noble Guest, Through whom the sinful world is blest! 

You came to share my misery That You might share Your joy with me. 
 

9. Ah, Lord, thou You created all, How weak You are, so poor and small, 

That You should choose to lay Your head Where lowly cattle lately fed! 
 

10. Were earth a thousand times as fair And set with gold and jewels rare, 

It would be far too poor and small A cradle for the Lord of all. 

 

#386: “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice” Text and tune: Public domain 

1. 1 Now sing we, now rejoice, Now raise to heav'n our voice; 

He from whom joy streameth Poor in a manger lies; 

Not so brightly beameth The sun in yonder skies. 

Thou my Savior art! Thou my Savior art! 

 

2. Come from on high to me; I cannot rise to thee. 

Cheer my wearied spirit, O pure and holy Child; 

Through Thy grace and merit, Blest Jesus, Lord most mild, 

Draw me unto Thee! Draw me unto Thee! 

 

3 Now through His Son doth shine The Father's grace divine. 

Death was reigning o'er us Through sin and vanity 

Till He opened for us A bright eternity. 

May we praise Him there! May we praise Him there! 

 

4. Oh, where shall joy be found? Where but on heav'nly ground? 

Where the angels singing With all His saints unite, 

Sweetest praises bringing In heav'nly joy and light, 

Oh, that we were there! Oh, that we were there! 

Communion Note: 
 

The outer ring of each 
communion tray holds four 

colored cups of white non-

alcoholic wine. 



  

COMMON DISMISSAL 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

HYMN #358: “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” (Verses 11-15) 

11. Instead of soft and silken stuff You have but hay and straw so rough 

On which as King, so rich and great, To be enthroned in royal state. 
 

12. And so it pleases You to see this simple truth revealed to me: 

That worldly honor, wealth, and might Are weak and worthless in Your sight. 
 

13. Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, 

A quiet chamber set apart For You to dwell within my heart. 
 

14. My heart for very joy must leap; My lips no more can silence keep. 

I, too must sing with joyful tongue That sweetest ancient cradlesong: 
 

15. Glory to God in highest heav'n, Who unto us His Son has giv'n! 

While angels sing with pious mirth A glad new year to all the earth. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/POSTLUDE 
+ + + 

             

 

Today we administer the Sacrament of the Altar.  We believe, teach, and confess 

that this sacrament is “the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under 

the bread and wine, instituted by Christ himself for us Christians to eat and 

drink.” (Luther’s Small Catechism) 

Christ has given us this sacrament for our forgiveness and as an expression of 

our unity with one another.  However, Scripture also says that those who receive 

this sacrament unworthily are guilty of sinning against the body and the blood 

of our Lord (1 Cor. 11:27-29).  Therefore, we ask that those who have not 

communed with us before to speak with our pastor or an elder. 


