
  

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  6:00 & 9:00 am 
               

Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor, Katie Litzau, DCE, Amanda Streufert, Admin. Assistant 

 

April 4, 2021 ~  Easter Sunday 
 

PRELUDE MUSIC/CHURCH BELLS 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 

C: Amen 
 

HYMN #457: “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” (Verses 1,2,4) Text and Music Public Domain 

1. Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia! Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 

2. Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!  

Unto Christ, our heav’nly king, Alleluia! 

Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
 

Please stand: 

4. Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! Praise eternal as His love; Alleluia! 

Praise Him, all ye heav’nly host, Alleluia! Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 
 

PSALM 118:1-2, 15-24 

P: This is the day that the Lord has made; 

C: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

P: Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; 

C: His love endures forever. 

P: Let Israel say: 

C: “His love endures forever.” 

P: Let the house of Aaron say: 

C: “His love endures forever.” 

P: Let those who fear the Lord say: 

C: “His Love endures forever.” 

P: This is the day the Lord has made, 

C: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Men: Shouts of joy and victory resound in the tents of the righteous: 

Women: “The Lord’s right hand has done mighty things!” 

Men: The Lord’s right hand is lifted high; 

Women: The Lord’s right hand has done mighty things! 

Men: I will not die but live, 

Women: and will proclaim what the Lord has done. 

Men: The Lord has chastened me severely, 
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Women: But He has not given me over to death. 

Men: Open for me the gates of righteousness; 

Women: I will enter and give thanks to the Lord. 

P: This is the gate of the Lord through which the righteous may enter. 

C: I will give You thanks, for You answered me; You have become my 

salvation. 

P: The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone. 

C: The Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P: This is the day that the Lord has made; 

C: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

CONFESSION/ABSOLUTION 

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God, our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 

ALL: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to 

You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your eternal punishment now and forever.  But I am heartily sorry 

for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 

mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter suffering and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful 

being.  Forgive me all my sins and grant me the power of Your Holy Spirit that 

I may amend my sinful life. 

P: God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith.  C: Amen. 

P: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  C: Amen 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE #469: “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” (Verses 1,2,3,6)  
Text and Music Public Domain 

1. “Christ the Lord is ris’n today!” Saints on earth and angels say; 

Raise your joys and triumphs high; Sing, ye heav’ns, and earth, reply. 
 

2. Love’s redeeming work is done, Fought the fight, the battle won; 

Lo! Our Sun’s eclipse is o’er; Lo! He sets in blood no more. 
 

3. Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; Christ hath burst the gates of hell. 

Death in vain forbids His rise; Christ has opened paradise. 
 

6. Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n! Praise to Thee by both be giv’n! 

Thee we greet triumphant now: Hail, the resurrection, Thou! 
 

COLLECT  

P: The Lord be with you.    C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray, 

All: Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ 

You have overcome death and opened the gate of everlasting life to us. Grant 

that we, who celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s resurrection, may be 



  

raised from the death of sin by Your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ 

Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING………………………………..…..Isaiah 25:6-9 

     6 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich 

food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well 

refined. 7 And he will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast over 

all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations. 8 He will swallow up death 

forever; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of 

his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. 9 It will be 

said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might 

save us. This is the Lord; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his 

salvation.” 
 

SOLO: “Lo! In the Grave He Lay” (Jim Hlavka) 

 

EPISTLE READING………………………….………..1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

 1 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which 

you received, in which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold 

fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 
3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that 

Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that 

he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he 

appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five 

hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen 

asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one 

untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy 

to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace 

of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, 

I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is 

with me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed. 

 

SOLO: “Because He Lives!” (Chuck Thiel) 
 

GOSPEL READING………………………………………...Mark 16:1-8 

 1 When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, 

and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2 And very early 

on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 And 

they were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the 

entrance of the tomb?” 4 And looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled 

back—it was very large. 5 And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on 

the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed. 6 And he said to 

them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has 

risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples 

and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he 

told you.” 8 And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and 



  

astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were 

afraid. 

 

P: Christ has risen!    

C: He is risen indeed! 

 

HYMN #461: “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” (Verses 1-4)  
Text and music Public Domain  

1. I know that my Redeemer lives; What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 

He lives, He lives, who once was dead; He lives, my ever-living head. 
 

2. He lives triumphant from the grave; He lives eternally to save;  

He lives all-glorious in the sky; He lives exalted there on high. 
 

3. He lives to bless me with His love; He lives to plead for me above; 

He lives my hungry soul to feed; He lives to help in time of need. 
 

4. He lives to grant me rich supply; He lives to guide me with His eye; 

He lives to comfort me when faint; He lives to hear my soul’s complaint. 

 

SERMON: “Creation Groans” (Mark 16:1-6) 

 

HYMN #461: “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” (Verses 5-8)  

Text and music Public Domain 
5. He lives to silence all my fears; He lives to wipe away my tears; 

He lives to calm my troubled heart; He lives all blessings to impart. 
 

6. He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; He lives and loves me to the end. 

He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; He lives, my Prophet, Priest and King. 
 

7. He lives and grants me daily breath; He lives, and I shall conquer death; 

He lives my mansion to prepare; He lives to bring me safely there. 
 

8. He lives, all glory to His name! He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: I know that my Redeemer lives! 

 

NICENE CREED 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of 

all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only‐begotten 

Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 

Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with 

the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius 

Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according 

to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with 

the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 



  

prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 

The prayers conclude: 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.   C: Amen 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

HYMN #475: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing” Text copyright 1958, renewed 

1986 Hymns Ancient and Modern Ltd.; admin. Hope Publishing Co.; Music: Public domain; Used by permission CCLI 

#643019 
1. Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing! Now is the triumph of our King! 

To all the world glad news we bring: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

2. The Lord of life is ris’n this day; Bring flow’rs of song to strew His way; 

Let all the world rejoice and say: Alleluia, alleluia alleluia! 
 

3. Praise we in songs of victory That love, that life which cannot die, 

And sing with hearts uplifted high: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

4. Your name we bless, O risen Lord, And sing today with one accord 

The life laid down, the life restored: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

   Calendar of Events 

Sun. April 4th 6:00 a.m. 

9:00 a.m. 

EASTER SUNDAY SERVICE W/ COMM. 

EASTER SUNDAY SERVICE W/ COMM. 

Mon. April 5th  

7:00 p.m. 

Church Offices Closed 

LWML Meeting 

Tues. April 6th 6:00 p.m. ECFE Class 

Wed. April 7th Noon 

6:00 p.m. 

Deadline for Bulletin 

6th and 7th Grade Confirmation Class 

Sun. April 11th 8:15 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

Noon 

6:30 p.m. 

 

WORSHIP 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP 

Adopt-a-Highway Ditch Clean-Up 

ACT Mission Trip Meeting (Youth & Parent) 

Camp Omega Scholarship Deadline 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. THANK YOU to the instrumentalists for sharing their talents during today’s 

services: David Hoernemann, Alex Nelson, Chris Nelson, Katie Nelson, Carol 

Wolter, handbells; Jane Holasek, flute, Zach Nelson, trumpet, Zach Jackson, 

baritone horn; Lynn Mueller, organ. Thank you also to our soloists Chuck Thiel 

and Jim Hlavka. 
 

2. THANK YOU for everyone who supported the ACT Mission Trip through the 

Elephant Joe Coffee Fundraiser.  
 

3. ACT MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISER ENVELOPE WALL ends today. 

Please return all envelopes to the box below the board. If you forgot your 

envelope, please return to Katie as soon as possible. Thank you for your support. 
 

4. LWML MCLEOD ZONE SPRING RALLY will be held here at St. Paul 

Lutheran on Saturday, April 17th. Registration and beverages begins at 8:30 a.m. 

& Rally begins at 9:00 a.m. Theme: In the Shadow of Your Wings.  Speaker from 

The Dwelling Place, a Christian ministry for support of domestic violence 

victims. ALL adults are invited to attend. (No registration fee).  See the flyer on 

our bulletin board for further information and registration contact info.                                      
 

5. LWML will meet on Mon, April 5 in the church basement. Mission donations 

for April are designated for LCMS Seminary Fund Food Coop & Adopt a 

Seminary Student. We thank you for your generous monthly donations & if you 

are unable to attend in person donations may be sent/brought to the LWML 

church office box or given to any of our Exec. board members. All ladies of our 

congregation: please join us in fellowship and service to our Lord.      
 

6. ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY- Our next Adopt-a-Highway Ditch clean-up will take 

place on Sunday, April 11th.  Our back-up date will be Sunday, April 25th. 

EVERYONE 12 and older is welcome to help with this service project. We will 

meet at church at Noon that day to watch the safety video, then drive out to our 

clean-up site. There is a permission slip that needs to be filled out if volunteers are 

between 12 and 17. These will be available for you that day. Per MN Department 

of Transportation rules, children under 12 are not allowed to help. 
  

7. SANDWICH MINISTRY-We are thankful to God that we can once again 

meet as a group here in church to make sandwiches the third Thursday of each 

month beginning on April 15th at 8:30 a.m! Anyone from the Lester Prairie area 

is invited to join us as we make 1020 sandwiches for the Marie Sandvik Homeless 

Center. Please wear your mask. We will be social distancing in St. Paul's 

MEMORY VERSE: 
Job 19:25 ~ “For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last 

he will stand upon the earth.” 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



  

fellowship hall as we continue to feed the hungry. New socks and underwear are 

also needed and may be donated. 
 

8. NO CLASSES- There will be no Sunday School or Bible Study TODAY 

Easter Sunday (April 4th).   

9.  

 

9. ACT YOUTH GROUP will NOT meet tonight.  
 

THANK YOU to the following congregation who purchased Easter Lilies (you 

may take your lilies home any time following the Easter Services)  

~ Debbie Bahr and family in memory of Dave Bahr 

~ Elaine Briesemeister, Don Hoof family, Gary Briesemeister family, Jerome 

Herrmann family, in memory of Vernon Briesemeister and Scott 

Briesemeister 

~ Larry & Joyce Burandt in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Harold Karels and Mr. & 

Mrs. Edwin Burandt 

~ Andy & Casey Hoernemann Family, Amanda & Joe Streufert Family, Matt & 

Heather Hoernemann Family and Janelle & Paul Kampe Family in memory of 

Bev Bertelson 

~ Andy & Casey Hoernemann Family, Amanda & Joe Streufert Family, Matt & 

Heather Hoernemann Family and Janelle & Paul Kampe Family in memory of 

Keith Peterson 

~ Dave & Rita Hoernemann in memory of Karl and Helma Hoernemann 

~ Families of Larry & Jeanette, Donald & LaJean, Jim & Julie Hoof in memory of 

Ray and Ruth Hoof 

~ Larry & Jeanette Hoof and Family in memory of Daryl Hoof 

~ Yvonne Jerde in memory of Lorence & Edna Schubert, Clifford, Kevin, and 

Elizabeth Jerde  

~ Audrey Litzau in memory of Donald Litzau  

~ Audrey Litzau in thanksgiving for our many blessings 

~ Kori Machemehl in memory of Aunt and Uncles 

~ Ralph & Donna Machemehl in memory of our parents 

~ Monroe family in memory of DeRoyce Monroe 

~ Lynn & Bonnie Mueller in memory of departed loved ones 

~ Willie Parpart Family in memory of Willie 

~ Lois Raduenz and Families in memory of Erland Raduenz 

~ Jennie & Stewart Ruwersma in memory of Elsie Ruwersma 

~ John & Mary Ann Teubert in memory of our parents and our daughter Shelly, 

and in thanksgiving for Ryder’s kidney transplant  

~ Chuck and Barb in memory of Al, Erna, Jeremy Thiel 

~ Norman Venske in memory of LaVon Venske 

YOUTH 


