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Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.  

(Psalm 119:105) 
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

 Why is life so difficult?  We must put up with all sorts of trials 
and challenges.  We are not immune from pain and suffering.  Our 
bodies give way to sickness, disease, and eventually, death.  Calamity 
can strike us.  In addition, all sorts of immorality and injustice         
surround us.  People are rude and obnoxious.  They mistreat us.  They 
can be insufferable.  Where is God in the midst of all this wickedness 
and sorrow? 
 Perhaps all this happens because God is giving us what we    
deserve.  Perhaps this is why he often seems so distant and remote.  
After all, haven’t we neglected him?  Haven’t we put ourselves first?  
It is not just others who have been insufferable.  We too have been 
angry, resentful, and rude.  In other words, we too are guilty of sin. 
 Therefore, when we hear the news of Christmas that the Lord 
has come to earth, it can’t be good.  Certainly he has come with wrath 
and vengeance.  He has seen the sorry state of affairs of this world.  
He has seen how his commandments are broken time and time again.  
Therefore, it must be time to make things right.  He will come in   
power and glory to put a stop to this mess. 
 But that is not the news of Christmas.  The news of Christmas 
is not about a powerful display of judgment and vengeance.  It is 
about a little baby placed in a manger. 
 This was the message an angel had for the shepherds.  The   
angel did not tell these terrified shepherds, “You had better be afraid, 
for the Lord has come to clobber you.”  Instead, the angel proclaimed, 
“Fear not; a Savior is born for you.” 
 The Lord had not come with wrath and vengeance.  Rather he 
had come as a gift.  This gift of God was not wrapped in paper and 
ribbons.  This gift was wrapped in swaddling clothes.  He was not 
placed under a tree.  He was placed in a lowly manger. 
 As a gift, he does not come to deal with you as your sins      
deserve.  Gifts are not about what we deserve.  What we deserve is 
called a wage.  Gifts, on the other hand, are given freely, without any 
merit or worthiness in us.  This is true for the gifts that we give to one 
another as we celebrate Christmas.  We give these gifts not because 
they are deserved.   These gifts are given as expressions of our love to 
one another.  The same is true for the gift God has given to us.  God 
gives this gift of his Son because of his great love for us.  This gift 
will save you from your sins and give you a new life.  That is why   
Jesus, the child placed in the manger, came for you.  
              
                               Merry Christmas!  
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Lester Prairie Sandwich Ministry... 
A community-wide Ministry for the Marie Sandvick Center,  

Minneapolis. Volunteers and donations are needed.  
This month’s date is December 15, 8:30 am.  

Sandwich Making events take place the third Thursday of  every month at 8:30 AM.  
Everyone is welcome to help with this servant event. 

Thank you to 
all who have 
volunteered to 
help adorn our 
altar with 
flowers year-
round! 
 

January - Audrey Litzau 
February - Patsy Schauer 
March - Lois Raduenz 
April - Lois Raduenz/LaJean Hoof 
May - Carol Wolter 
June - Shirley Minnick 
July - Audrey Litzau 
August - Jane Holasek 
September - Patsy Schauer 
October - Christine Dammann 
November - LaJean Hoof 
December - Shirley Minnick/Jane  
Holasek 

Join us for our midweek Advent services as we explore how God 
broke into the lives of Jacob, Moses, and Samuel.  Such an intrusion 
made a significant impact.  Lives were changed.  Does God still 
break into lives today?  Come and see each Wednesday evening at 
7:00 p.m. 
 

Advent Services will be held on Wednesdays November 30 and   
December 7 and 14.  Services will begin at 7:00 p.m., with a Christ-
mas Carol Sing-Along beginning at 6:45 p.m.  

Does the church office have your most current address 

and/or phone number? If you’ve moved or changed 

numbers in the last year, please let the office know so 

we can keep our records up to date. You may contact 

Amanda (Administrative Assistant) by calling 320-395

-2573 or emailing stpaulslp@embarqmail.com, with 

the correct information.  Please also let us know if you 

have had a change in personal  status. 

2023 Offering Envelopes are 

available to pick up in the main 
hallway. If you are able, please 

pick up envelopes for your 
friends/family members that are 

unable to attend church. 
 

 

A Reminder: PLEASE DO NOT USE THESE  
ENVELOPES  UNTIL JANUARY 1ST, 2023! 

Thank you! If you have any questions, Please 

contact the Church Office. 

The Church Offices will be closed on Friday, December 2nd. 

2022 Annual Report Deadline is Friday, January 6th, 2023 
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December ACT  
Schedule: 

Sunday, December 4: 
7:30 PM ACT Youth 
Group 
Sunday, December 11:  
7:30 PM ACT Youth Group 
Sunday, December 18:  
NO ACT Youth Group 

The Sunday School  
Christmas Program will be 
on December 11th at the 
10:30 service.  We will 
have one final practice 
during Sunday School that 
day. 

All Sunday School 
Christmas Party is 
December 18 during 
the Sunday School 
hour. 

There will be no Sunday School classes on Sunday,  
December 25 or January 1. 

 

There will also be no Adult Bible Study  
those days. 

Merry Christmas! 

KFC - All students in grades 
4-8 are invited to a cookie 
decorating party on Sunday, 
December 4 at 4:00. Decorate 
your own DELICIOUS 
Christmas sugar cookies! Roll 
the dough, cut the cookies, 
bake them, make homemade 

almond frosting, and finally decorate 
the cookies! Don’t know how to do 
any of that? We’ll teach you! Are you 
already great at those? Then come 
show us your skills! Sign up on the 
youth bulletin board or email Ellie at 
stpauldce@gmail.com. 

ACT Mission Trip -  
There are 11 youth signed up to attend the 2023   
mission trip to Lake Traverse Reservation, SD! Look 
for a mission trip display in the narthex to find       
information about ways you can support them as they 
prepare to help a community in need! In December 
we're launching our first fundraising effort - an      
envelope board! To participate in this fundraiser, 
simply pick an envelope off the bulletin board, place 
ANY amount you would like to donate inside, and 
return the envelope to Ellie in her mailbox!  

mailto:stpauldce@gmail.com
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LWML Christmas Party- Monday, December 5. Social time at 5:30 p.m. with a catered, 2-
meat dinner by Bumps and Patsy Schauer served at 6:00 p.m. RSVP to Jane Holasek with 
payment by Nov. 28th.  Cost: $18.  LWML members are asked to invite and bring a girl 
friend. 

LWML’S NEXT MEETING 
WHEN: December 5, 2022 7:00 p.m. 
PLACE: Church Basement 

St. Paul LWML monthly meeting was held on November 7, 2022 with 11 members present and 1 guest       
attending. Karen Gensmer, McLeod LWML Zone President, presented a summary of the MN South District 

Conference held in Willmar on June 16-18th, 2022. She reviewed speakers’ presentations and highlights of the 
conference with many photos to share with us.  

President Tracy called the meeting to order. The Secretary’s October report was approved.                   

Treasurer’s report was filed for audit: Balance on hand $2379.48.   

Correspondence: Thank yous from Pastor Nelson & Dale Krienke for our support and gifts; MaryAnn Teubert 
for birthday greetings; Food for the Poor and KDUZ (Lutheran Hour broadcast) for our donations. 

CIRCLE REPORTS:                                                                                                                                                                               

1. Served 145 for the funeral of John Teubert.                                                                                                                                                                 
2. Committee is planning our Christmas party with a dinner for December 5th.                                                                 
3. No report.                                                                                                                                                          

4. M/S/C to donate $50 to Circle 4 for Christmas gifts to shut-ins.                                                       
5. Quilts and supplies were donated to Orphan Grain Train in Oct. We will put up the Christmas donation tree 
for gifts to include in health kits. 
Christian Life: Lois gave a report on the Fall Rally held at Good Shepherd (Glencoe) on Oct. 15th. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Committee reported that the annual Christmas LWML party will be for LWML 

members and women guests. We will have a meal along with holiday games & prizes. Patsy Schauer has    
volunteered to make the meal with the help of Bumps restaurant. 5:30 p.m. social hour with 6:00 meal. RSVP 
& payment due to Jane Holasek by Nov. 28th.  

NEW BUSINESS:  

1. Volunteers for 2023 exec board members are as follows: President: Tracy Jackson, Vice-President: Jan 
Monroe; Treasurer: Jane Holasek; Secretary: Linda Mensing, Christian Life Rep: Mary Ann Teubert, Servant 
Resource: Deb Lohse. M/S/C to accept all for the 2023 year. Thank you to all who volunteered your time and 

service.                                                                                                                              
2. Annual Christmas decorating for the church basement, lower narthex and balcony will take place on Friday, 
Nov. 25th at 8:30 a.m. We will ask for congregational help for this project. 

 
DONATIONS: M/S/C to donate $200 to LCMS World Missions; $200 to Mayer Lutheran High School 
(December) and $250 to LCMS Hurricane Ian Relief.      

 
November birthdays: Shirley D., Joyce M., Pastor Nelson, & Donna M.                                                               
Meeting adjourned by President Tracy.             

                 
Next meeting: Monday, Dec. 5th, our annual Christmas party with a meal.                                          
(submitted by Linda Mensing, Secretary) 
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 First Second 

Dec. 4th Paul Mohwinkel Jason & Mandy Lyons 

Dec. 11th Dan & Tina Heiraas Craig & Tracy Jackson 

Dec. 18th Chip & Corbey Hentges Wayne & Tanya Mathews 

Dec. 25th Jim Klaustermeier (one service only) 

Thank you to everyone who signed up to be a greeter. Here is the greeter schedule for December.  
If you would like to become a greeter, please contact the church office at 320-395-2573 . 

The Stewardship Committee would like 
to thank the following people who 
helped to put on the Youth Task Force 
luncheon for the high school students:  
Amy Bettcher, Bonnie Mueller, Elsie 

Gilster, Doug Birkholz, Jim Klaustermeier, Jim Hlavka, 
Ellie Schulteis, Pastor Nelson, Jane Holasek, Rachelle 
Krienke, Dale Klaustermeier. And a HUGE thank you to 
Patsy Schauer for organizing and cooking, and to the 
Krienkes for donating the milk.  We couldn't have done it 

without you! 

St. Paul LWML will be collecting items for Hygiene Kits for Orphan 
Grain Train. Check the tree in the Upper Narthex for tags of items that are 
needed for these kits. You may also give monetary donations. Bring items 
unwrapped and place in bin under the table.  
 

Make checks payable to St. Paul LWML, marked for Hygiene Kits. We 
will collect items through December. You can mail checks to church      
office, P.O. Box 38. Thank you for your support. 

 
LWML will be selling Christmas cards. They’re on the LWML table. 
Cards are $1.00 each and support our Mission projects. Place money in the 
box.  

 
RED STOCKING - It’s Red Stocking time! We hope you’ve filled your stocking during 
the year. Empty them into the large Red Stocking in Upper Narthex any time during    
December. This collection supports our 26 District and National Mission projects. Please 
keep your stocking for 2023. If you need a stocking and  
instructions, they’re available in the basket. Thank you. 

Caroling with St. Paul's ~ 
Everyone in the congregation, young and older, are invited to come caroling on 
Sunday, December 18 at 4:30 p.m.  We will meet at church and car pool to 
homes in our community, and return to church for hot chocolate. Please give 
names of those you know who would like us to carol for them to Jane Holasek or 
Ellie, our DCE. (They do not need to be St. Paul members!) Please join us in 
bringing joy to those who need it this holiday!  

Ushers are needed 
for the Advent/
Christmas services. 
Please help if you 
can! A sign-up is 
available on the desk 

in the Upper Narthex. You do not 
need to be a current Usher to help  
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The following memorials were received in the past month:  
+ John Teubert:  $145.00/Organ Fund; $40.00/Technology Fund; $145.00/
General Fund; $10.00/Bahr Strei Scholarship; $20.00/Columbarium; 
$50.00/LWML  
+ Lewis Bettcher: $15.00-Parsonage Remodel, $955.00-Organ Fund, 
$250.00-Cemetery Improvement Fund, $250.00- Cemetery Perpetual Care 
Fund, $500.00- General Fund 
+ Willie Parpart: $1,000.00- Organ Fund, $500.00- Sandwich Ministry 
+ Janelle Birkholz: $10.00- Organ Fund, $235.00- Parsonage Remodel, 
$20.00- Sandwich Ministry, $235.00- LWML 
 + Ardyce Johnson: $25.00– Organ Fund 

Connor Steven Hafemann,  
Jameson Jeremy Hafemann 
Sons of  Jeremy & Alyssa Hafemann 
Baptized: October 20, 2022 

RaeLynn Marie Stark 
Daughter of  James and Hannah Stark 
Baptized: October 20, 2022 
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The Congregational 
memory verse for the 
month of December is 
Luke 1:32~ “He will be 
great and will be called the 
Son of the Most High. And 
the Lord God will give to 
him the throne of his father 
David” 

The church office will be closed on Friday December 23 and  
Monday, December 26.  The Church office will also be closed 

Friday, December 30. 
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Advent and Christmas Schedule 
November 30th: 6:45 PM Christmas Carol Sing-Along 
       7:00 PM Advent Service 
December 7th:   6:45 PM Christmas Carol Sing-Along 
       7:00 PM Advent Service 
December 11th: 10:30 AM Sunday School Christmas 

Program 
December 14th:  6:45 PM Christmas Carol Sing-Along 
        7:00 PM Advent Service 
December 23rd: Church Offices Closed 
December 24th: 5:00 PM Christmas Eve Service 
December 24th: 7:00 PM Christmas Eve Service 
December 25th: 9:00 AM Service with Communion 
   (One service only) 
December 26th: Church Offices Closed 
December 30th: Church Offices Closed 
December 31st:  5:00 PM Service with Communion 
January 1st:       9:00 AM Worship Service with  
   Communion (One service only) 


