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Christmas Eve Worship  

December 24, 2022  

 

Preservice  

The Ringing of the Church Bells 
 

The Invocation 

In the name of the Father, and of the (+) Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Processional Hymn “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” Text and music: Public domain 

Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!" 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies;  

With the angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
 

Refrain: Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!" 
 

Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail the incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel! Refrain 
 

Hail, the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings, Ris'n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth. Refrain 

 

P: In the beginning was the Word, 

C: and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

P: He was with God in the beginning. Through Him all things were made. 

C: Without Him, nothing was made that has been made. 

P: In Him was life, 

C: and that life was the light of men. 

P: The light that shines in the darkness, 

C: and the darkness has not over come it. 

 

Psalm 96 (responsive) 

Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 

Sing to the LORD, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day. 

Declare his glory among nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples. 

For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods. 

For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the LORD made the heavens. 

Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and glory are in his sanctuary. 

Ascribe to the LORD, O families of nations, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering and come into his courts. 

Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness; tremble before him, all the earth. 

Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns.” The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved; he will judge 

the peoples with equity. 

 

 

 



Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the sea resound, and all that is in it; 

Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them. Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy; 

They will sing before the LORD, for he comes, he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in 

righteousness and the peoples in his truth. 

 

Hymn: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (Verses 1,4) Text and music: Public domain 

O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie! Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light. The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight. 
 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray; Cast out our sin, and enter in, Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell; O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel! 

 

A Christmas Prayer 

O God, because you once caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light, grant that we who 

have known the mystery of that Light here on earth may come to the full measure of its joys in heaven; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Holy Scripture Readings………………………………………………………………………… Isaiah 9:2-7 

             Titus 2:11-14 

Special Music: “Mary, Did You Know?” (Justine Posselt, Jane Holasek, Alex Nelson and Chris Nelson) 

 

The Holy Gospel……………………………………………………………………………………Luke 2:1-20 

 

Hymn: “Angels We Have Heard on High” (Verses 1,3) Text and music: Public domain 

Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply, Echoing their joyous strains. 
 

Refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King. Refrain 

 

The Christmas Message 

 

Hymn: “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” Text and tune: Public domain 

Of the Father’s love begotten Ere the worlds began to be,  

He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending He, 

Of the things that are, that have been, And that future years shall see Evermore and evermore. 
 

Oh, that birth forever blessed, When the virgin, full of grace,  

By the Holy Ghost conceiving Bore the Savior of our race, 

And the babe, the world’s Redeemer, First revealed His sacred face Evermore and evermore. 
 

This is He whom seers in old time Chanted of with one accord,  

Whom the voices of the prophets Promised in their faithful word. 

Now He shines, the long-expected; Let creation praise its Lord Evermore and evermore. 
 

O ye heights of heav’n, adore Him; Angel hosts, His praises sing.  

Pow’rs, dominions, bow before Him And extol our God and King. 

Let no tongue on earth be silent, Ev’ry voice in concert ring Evermore and evermore. 
 

Christ, to Thee, with God the Father, And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee 

Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving And unending praises be, 

Honor, glory, and dominion, And eternal victory Evermore and evermore. Amen. 

 

Christmas Eve Offerings 



 

The Prayers of the Church (response to each petition) 

P: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer 

The prayers conclude: 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it 

is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 

 

Hymn: “Silent Night, Holy Night” (Lights will be dimmed, please turn on your candles) 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright Round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heav’n-ly hosts sing, Alleluia! Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!  
 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light Radiant beams from Thy holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.  

 

Benediction 

P: God has sent His Son to the earth! 

C: He has caused His Light to shine out of the darkness! 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look 

upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen 

 

Postlude 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us this evening as we celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

We wish you a Blessed Christmas! 

 

We invite visitors in our worship this evening to visit our congregation again. Sunday Worship times are 8:00 and 

10:30 AM, Sunday School and Adult Bible Study are at 9:15 AM 
 

Special Note: There is a Christmas Day Communion Service at 9:00 AM tomorrow.  

(Please note: There will be only one service on Christmas Day) 
 

 


