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Christmas Eve Worship ~  December 24, 2021 

Preservice Music/ The Ringing of the Church Bells 
 

The Invocation 

In the name of the Father, and of the (+) Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

P: But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

C: though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

P: out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel 

C: whose origins are from of old, from ancient times. 

P: He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

C: in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
 

Hymn #379: “O Come, All Ye Faithful” Text and music: Public domain 

1. O Come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant! O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold Him Born the king of angels:  

Refrain: O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 
 

2. Highest, most holy, Light of light eternal, Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes: 

Son of the Father Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 
 

3. Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation, Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God In the highest: Refrain 
 

Introit 

P: Arise, shine, for your light has come 

C: and the glory of the Lord rises upon you. 

P: In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

C: He was with God in the beginning. 

P: Through him all things were made; 

C: without him nothing was made that has been made. 

P: In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 

C: The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 

P: He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, 

C: the world did not recognize him. 

P: He came to that which was his own. 

C: But his own did not receive him. 

P: Yet to all who receive him, to those who believed in his name, 

C: he gave the right to become children of God- 

P: children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will. 

C: But born of God. 

P: The Word became flesh 

C: and made his dwelling among us. 

ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

will be forever. Amen 

P: Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

C: and the glory of the Lord rises upon you. 
 

Hymn #361: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” Text and music: Public domain 
1. O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie! Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by; 

Yet in the dark streets shineth The everlasting light. The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight. 
 

4. O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray: Cast out our sin, and enter in, Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell; O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel! 



 

Collect 

P: The Lord be with you.  C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray, 
All: O God, because you once caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light, grant that we 

who have known the mystery of that Light here on earth may come to the full measure of its joys in heaven; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Holy Scripture Readings……………………………………………………………..… Isaiah 9:2-7, Titus 2:11-14 

 

“From Heaven Above” 

Angel’s Message: “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” (Verse 1) 

Congregation Response: “Welcome to Earth, O Noble Guest” (Verse 1) 

Welcome to earth, O noble Guest, Through whom this sinful world is blest! 

You turned not from our needs away! How can our thanks such love repay? 
 

Angel’s Message: “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” (Verse 2) 

Congregation Response: “Welcome to Earth, O Noble Guest” (Verse 2) 

O Lord, you have created all! How did you come to be so small 

To sweetly sleep in manger bed Where lowing cattle lately fed? 
 

Gospel Lesson:…………………………………………………………………………………………….Luke 2:1-7 

Special Music “Were You There?” 
 

Angel’s Message: “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” (Verse 3) 

Congregation Response: “Welcome to Earth, O Noble Guest” (Verse 3) 

Were earth a thousand times as fair And set with gold and jewels rare, 

Still such a cradle would not do To rock a prince so great as you. 
 

Angel’s Message: “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” (Verse 4) 

Congregation Response: “Welcome to Earth, O Noble Guest” (Verse 4) 

For velvets soft and silken stuff You have but hay and straw so rough 

On which as king so rich and great To be enthroned in humble state. 
 

Gospel Lesson:……..…………………………………………………………………………………….Luke 2:8-12 

Special Music “Do You Hear What I Hear?” 
 

Angel’s Message: “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” (Verse 5) 

Congregation Response: “Welcome to Earth, O Noble Guest” (Verse 5) 

O dearest Jesus, holy child, Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, 

A holy shrine, within my heart, That you and I need never part. 
 

Gospel Lesson:……..………………………………………………………………………………….Luke 2:13,14 

Special Music “Mary’s Boy Child” 
 

Angel’s Message: “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” (Verse 6) 

Congregation Response: “Welcome to Earth, O Noble Guest” (Verse 6) 

My heart for very joy now leaps; My voice no longer silence keeps; 

I too must join the angel throng To sing with joy his cradlesong: 
 

Angel’s Message: “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” (Verse 7) 

Congregation Response: “Welcome to Earth, O Noble Guest” (Verse 7) 

“Glory to God in highest heav’n, Who unto us his Son has giv’n.” 

With angels sing in pious mirth: A glad new year to all the earth! 
 

Gospel Lesson:……..………………………………………………………………………………….Luke 2:15-20 
 



Sermon Hymn #370: “What Child Is This?” Text and music: Public domain 

1. What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mary’s lap is sleeping? Whom angels greet, with anthems sweet  

While shepherds watch are keeping? This, this is Christ the king, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste to bring him laud, The babe, the son of Mary! 
 

2. Why lies he in such mean estate Where ox and ass are feeding? Good Christian, fear; for sinners here  

The silent Word is pleading. Nails, spear shall pierce him through, The cross be borne for me, for you; 

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mary! 
 

The Christmas Message 
 

Hymn #368: “Angels We Have Heard on High” Text and music: Public domain 

1. Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply, Echoing their joyous strains Gloria in exclesis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

3. Come to Bethlehem and see, Him whose birth the angels sing;  

Come, adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn king. Gloria in exclesis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

The Apostle’s Creed 
All: I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 

Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended 

into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living 

and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Christmas Eve Offerings 
 

The Prayers (response to each petition) 

P: Lord, in your mercy,    C: hear our prayer 

The prayers conclude: 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord.     C: Amen 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 
 

Benediction 

P: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel!   C: For he has visited and redeemed his people. 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look 

upon you with favor and give you peace.  C: Amen 
 

Hymn #363: “Silent Night! Holy Night” (Lights will be dimmed, please turn on your candles) 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright Round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heav’n-ly hosts sing, Alleluia! Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light. Radiant beams from Thy holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.  
 

Postlude 

 

 
 



We invite visitors in our worship this evening to visit our congregation again. 

Sunday Worship times are 8:00 and 10:30 AM 

Sunday School and Adult Bible Study are at 9:15 AM 

 

Special Note: There is a Christmas Day Communion Service at 9:00 AM 

 

Sunday, December 26th we will have one Worship Service at 9:00 AM 

 

We will have a New Years Eve Service at 5:00 PM on  

Friday, December 31st with Communion 

 

 

Thank you to the following for sharing their talents during tonight’s services: 

Vocalists: Shannon Alsleben, Brittany Mathews, Josh Hecksel, Jim Hlavka, Alex Nelson 
 

Handbell Ringers: Katie Nelson, Chris Nelson, Carol Wolter, Alex Nelson, Leah Bettcher, James Bettcher, Dave 

Hoernemann 
 

Flute: Jane Holasek, Kalley Christen, Amelia Meyer 
 

Clarinet: Andy Ruwersma 
 

Alto Saxophone: Michael Ruwersma 
 

Baritone Saxophone: Anah Lee 
 

Trumpets: Kara Lee, Zachary Nelson, Owen Zebell, Brielle Christen, Eli Zebell 
 

Trombone: Zach Jackson 
 

Baritone Horn: Zach Zebell 
 

Drum: Cory Schauer 
 

Keyboard: Jane Holasek, Lynn Mueller 

 

 


