
  

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 

124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  9:00 a.m.  
 

Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Ellen Schulteis, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Admin. Assistant 

 

December 25, 2022 

Christmas Day ~ Holy Communion  
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME 
 

HYMN #376: “Once in Royal David’s City”  Text and tune: Public domain 

1. Once in royal David's city Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby In a manger for His bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 
 

2. He came down to earth from heaven, Who is God and Lord of all, 

And His shelter was a stable, And His cradle was a stall; 

With the poor and mean and lowly Lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 

3. For He is our childhood's pattern, Day by day like us He grew; 

He was little, weak, and helpless, Tears and smiles like us He knew; 

And He feels for all our sadness, And He shares in all our gladness. 
 

4. And our eyes at last shall see Him, Through His own redeeming love; 

For that child so dear and gentle Is the Lord in heav'n above; 

And He leads His children on To the place where He is gone. 
 

5. Not in that poor, lowly stable With the oxen standing by 

Shall we see Him, but in heaven, Set at God's right hand on high. 

Then like stars His children, crowned, All in white, His praise will sound! 
 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen. 

P: If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, 

C: O Lord, who could stand? 

P: But with you there is forgiveness 

C: therefore you are feared. 

P: O Almighty God, merciful Father, 

C: I, a poor miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your punishment now 

and forever.  But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, 

and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 

bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 
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P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sin in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 
 

INTROIT (read responsively) 

P: The Lord has made his salvation known 

C: and revealed his righteousness to the nations. 

P: Sing to the Lord a new song, 

C: for he has done marvelous things. 

P: He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel; 

C: all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

P: Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth, 

C: burst into jubilant song with music; 

P: with trumpets and the blast of the ram's horn- 

C: shout for joy before the Lord, the King. 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning, 

C: is now, and will be forever.  Amen 

P: The Lord has made his salvation known 

C: and revealed his righteousness to the nations 
 

COLLECT 

Grant, almighty God, that the birth of your only-begotten Son in human flesh 

may set us free, who through sin are held in bondage; through Jesus Christ, 

your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING………………………….………Isaiah 52:7-10 
 

GRADUAL 

P:  To us a child is born, to us a son is given, 

C:  and the government will be on his shoulders. 

P:  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

C:  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

P:  Sing to the Lord a new song, 

C:  for he has done marvelous things. 
 

EPISTLE READING…………………………………………….Hebrews 1:1-6 

GOSPEL LESSON…………………………………………………...John 1:1-14 
 

THE NICENE CREED (Inside back cover of Lutheran Service Book) 
 

HYMN #366: “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” Text and music: Public domain 

1. It came upon the midnight clear, That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth To touch their harps of gold: 

"Peace on the earth, goodwill to all, From heav'n's all-gracious king." 

The world in solemn stillness lay To hear the angels sing. 
 



  

2. Still through the cloven skies they come With peaceful wings unfurled, 

And still their heav'nly music floats O'er all the weary world. 

Above its sad and lowly plains They bend on hov'ring wing, 

And ever o'er its babel sounds The blessed angels sing. 
 

3. All you, beneath your heavy load, By care and guilt bent low, 

Who toil along a dreary way With painful steps and slow: 

Look up, for golden is the hour, Come swiftly on the wing, 

The Prince was born to bring you peace; Of Him the angels sing. 
 

4. For lo, the days have come to pass By prophets seen of old, 

When down into the circling years Came Christ as was foretold. 

His word of peace shall to the earth God's ancient promise bring, 

And all who take this gift will hear The song the angels sing. 
 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE “The Gift of Hope” (Isaiah 52:10) 
 

OFFERINGS 

PRAYERS 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Inside back cover of Lutheran Service Book) 
 

ADMONITION TO COMMUNICANTS 

P: I exhort you in Christ that you give attention to the Testament of Christ in true 

faith, and above all take to heart the words with which Christ presents his body and 

blood to us for forgiveness; that you take note of and give thanks for the boundless 

love that he showed us when he saved us from the wrath of God, sin, death, and 

hell by his blood; and that you then externally receive the bread and wine, that is, 

his body and blood, as a guarantee and pledge.  Let us then in his name, according 

to his command, and with his own words administer and receive the Testament. 
 

CONSECRATION OF ELEMENTS 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

#388: “Go Tell It on the Mountain” Text and music: Public 

domain 
Refrain: Go tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and 

ev'rywhere; 

Go tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born! 
 

1. While shepherds kept their watching O'er silent flocks by night, 

Behold, throughout the heavens There shone a holy light. Refrain 
 

2. The shepherds feared and trembled When lo, above the earth 

Rang out the angel chorus That hailed our Savior's birth. Refrain 
 

3. Down in a lonely manger The humble Christ was born; 

And God set us salvation That blessed Christmas morn. Refrain 

 

#367: “Angels from the Realms of Glory” Text and music: Public domain 
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The outer ring of each 
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amount of wine and a cup of 

white non-alcoholic wine. 



  

1. Angels from the realms of glory, Wing your flight o'er all the earth: 

Ye who sang creation's story, Now proclaim Messiah's birth. 

 

Refrain: Come and worship, come and worship; Worship Christ, the newborn 

King. 

 

2. Shepherds in the field abiding, Watching o'er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing, Yonder shines His Infant Light. Refrain 

 

3 Sages, leave your contemplations, Brighter visions beam afar; 

Seek the great Desire of nations, Ye have seen His natal star. Refrain 

 

4 Saints before the altar bending, Watching long in hope and fear, 

Suddenly the Lord, descending, In His temple shall appear. Refrain 

 

5. All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son. 

Evermore your voices raising To the eternal Three in One. Refrain 
 

COMMON DISMISSAL 
  

CLOSING RESPONSES (Galatians 4:4-5) 

P: But when the time had fully, God sent his Son, 

C: born of a woman, born under law, 

P: to redeem those under law, 

C: that we might receive the full rights of sons. 
 

BENEDICTION 

HYMN #387: “Joy to the Word” Text and music: Public domain 

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King: 

Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room And heav'n and nature sing, 

And heav'n and nature sing, And heav'n and nature sing. 
 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sounding joy. 
 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow Far as the curse is found, 

Far as the curse is found, Far as the curse is found. 
 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness And wonders of His love, 

And wonders of His love, And wonders of His love. 

 
 



  

ANNOUNCEMENTS/POSTLUDE 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

 
 
 

1. POINSETTIA-Thank You to everyone that ordered poinsettias this year. 

PLEASE plan to take your donated poinsettia home after Christmas service today. 

Protective sleeves are available in the closet in the entry. Thank you. 

 

2. THANK YOU to the Carolers from St. Paul sharing your time and talent by 

spreading the Christmas spirit on Sunday, December 18th.  

Sun. Dec. 25th 9:00 a.m. CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE WITH 

COMMUNION 

Mon. Dec. 26th   Church Offices Closed 

Wed. Dec. 28th  Noon 

 

7:00 p.m. 

Deadline for Bulletin 

No Classes 

Adult Choir 

Fri. Dec. 30th  Church Offices Closed 

Sat. Dec. 31st 5:00 p.m. NEW YEARS EVE SERVICE WITH 

COMMUNION 

Sun. Jan. 1st 9:00 a.m. WORSHIP SERVICE WITH 

COMMUNION (One service only) 

Today we administer the Sacrament of the Altar.  We believe, teach, and confess that 

this sacrament is “the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread 

and wine, instituted by Christ himself for us Christians to eat and drink.” (Luther’s 

Small Catechism) 

Christ has given us this sacrament for our forgiveness and as an expression of our 

unity with one another.  However, Scripture also says that those who receive this 

sacrament unworthily are guilty of sinning against the body and the blood of our Lord 

(1 Cor. 11:27-29).  Therefore, we ask that those who have not communed with us 

before to speak with our pastor or an elder. 

Prayer Requests 

+ Dan Gueningsman 

+ Sue Loontjer 

+ Troy Feltmann 

+ Travelers 

Attendance Last Week 

Sunday: 176 

Bible Study:  17 

Sun. School/Youth: 38 

Memory Verse: 
Luke 1:32~ “He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. 
And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David” 

 
 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



  

 

3. 2023 OFFERING ENVELOPES are available to pick up in the main hallway. 

If you are able, please pick up envelopes for your friends/family members as well. 

PLEASE DO NOT USE THESE ENVELOPES UNTIL JANUARY 1ST, 2023! If 

you have any questions, please contact the Church Office. 
 

4. DEADLINE- 2022 Annual Report Deadline is Friday, January 6th, 2023 
 

5. CHURCH COUNCIL- NEEDED Church members, to run for the following 

positions for our Church Council: Board of Education, Trustee, Board of 

Stewardship and Council Secretary. No experience needed! Only a willingness to 

serve the Lord and help fulfill our church's mission statement to "Reach Out and 

Share the Love of Christ Through Word and Service!" Please contact the Church 

office if you would be interested in any of the positions or would like more 

information. 

 

6. LWML-St. Paul LWML will meet on January 2nd, 2023 for the first meeting 

of the New Year. Join us at 7:00 p.m. for installation of 2023 officers, devotion 

and Christian fellowship. The January donation is designated for the Lester Prairie 

Sandwich Ministry.  Ladies, please join us! 
  

7. SCHEDULE- For January 1st: (One service only) ~ Ushers: Adam Birkholz, 

Todd Ruschmeyer, Jacob Ross, Fred Holasek; Acolytes: H. Birkholz, A. 

Schoenfeld; Greeters: N/A; Scripture Reader-N/A; Helping Hands: Mary Ann 

Teubert; Flowers: Audrey Litzau; Worship Bags: Elaine Peterson 

 

 

8. SUNDAY SCHOOL- There will be NO Sunday School TODAY December 

25th or January 1st. (Also no Adult Bible Study). 
 

9. ACT Mission Trip - There are 11 youth signed up to attend the 2023 mission 

trip to Lake Traverse Reservation, SD! Look for a mission trip display in the 

narthex to find information about ways you can support them as they prepare to 

help a community in need! In December we're launching our first fundraising 

effort - an envelope board! To participate in this fundraiser, simply pick an 

envelope off the bulletin board, place ANY amount you would like to donate 

inside, and return the envelope to Ellie in her mailbox!  
 

 

 
 

 

 

YOUTH 


