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December 25, 2021 

Christmas Day 

Holy Communion  

 

PRESERVICE MUSIC:  

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME 

 

HYMN #387: “Joy to the World”  Text and music: Public domain 

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King: 

Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room And heav'n and nature sing, 

And heav'n and nature sing, And heav'n and nature sing. 
 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sounding joy. 
 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow Far as the curse is found, 

Far as the curse is found, Far as the curse is found. 
 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness And wonders of His love, 

And wonders of His love, And wonders of His love. 

 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, 

C: O Lord, who could stand? 

P: But with you there is forgiveness 

C: therefore you are feared. 

P: O Almighty God, merciful Father, 

C: I, a poor miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your punishment now 

and forever.  But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, 

and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 

bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 
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P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sin in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 

 

INTROIT (read responsively) 

P: The Lord has made his salvation known 

C: and revealed his righteousness to the nations. 

P: Sing to the Lord a new song, 

C: for he has done marvelous things. 

P: He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel; 

C: all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

P: Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth, 

C: burst into jubilant song with music; 

P: with trumpets and the blast of the ram's horn- 

C: shout for joy before the Lord, the King. 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning, 

C: is now, and will be forever.  Amen 

P: The Lord has made his salvation known 

C: and revealed his righteousness to the nations 

 

COLLECT 

Grant, almighty God, that the birth of your only-begotten Son in human flesh 

may set us free, who through sin are held in bondage; through Jesus Christ, 

your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING………………………….………Isaiah 52:7-10 
 

 

GRADUAL 

P:  To us a child is born, to us a son is given, 

C:  and the government will be on his shoulders. 

P:  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

C:  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

P:  Sing to the Lord a new song, 

C:  for he has done marvelous things. 

 

EPISTLE READING…………………………………………….Hebrews 1:1-6 

GOSPEL LESSON…………………………………………………...John 1:1-14 

 

THE NICENE CREED  

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only‐begotten Son 

of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 

very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 



  

Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 

came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And 

He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 

kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of 

life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 

together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in 

one holy Christian and apostolic Church I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 

 

HYMN #366: “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” Text and music: Public domain 

1. It came upon the midnight clear, That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth To touch their harps of gold: 

"Peace on the earth, goodwill to all, From heav'n's all-gracious king." 

The world in solemn stillness lay To hear the angels sing. 
 

2. Still through the cloven skies they come With peaceful wings unfurled, 

And still their heav'nly music floats O'er all the weary world. 

Above its sad and lowly plains They bend on hov'ring wing, 

And ever o'er its babel sounds The blessed angels sing. 
 

3. All you, beneath your heavy load, By care and guilt bent low, 

Who toil along a dreary way With painful steps and slow: 

Look up, for golden is the hour, Come swiftly on the wing, 

The Prince was born to bring you peace; Of Him the angels sing. 
 

4. For lo, the days have come to pass By prophets seen of old, 

When down into the circling years Came Christ as was foretold. 

His word of peace shall to the earth God's ancient promise bring, 

And all who take this gift will hear The song the angels sing. 

 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 

 

OFFERINGS 

PRAYERS 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

ADMONITION TO COMMUNICANTS 

P: I exhort you in Christ that you give attention to the Testament of Christ in true 

faith, and above all take to heart the words with which Christ presents his body and 



  

blood to us for forgiveness; that you take note of and give thanks for the boundless 

love that he showed us when he saved us from the wrath of God, sin, death, and 

hell by his blood; and that you then externally receive the bread and wine, that is, 

his body and blood, as a guarantee and pledge.  Let us then in his name, according 

to his command, and with his own words administer and receive the Testament. 

 

CONSECRATION OF ELEMENTS 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

#364: “Away in a Manger” Text and tune: Public domain 

1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 

The stars in the sky--looked down where He lay,  

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

2. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,  

But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,  

And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 

3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay  

Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,  

And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 
 

#388: “Go Tell It on the Mountain” Text and music: Public domain 

Refrain: Go tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and ev'rywhere; 

Go tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born! 
 

1. While shepherds kept their watching O'er silent flocks by night, 

Behold, throughout the heavens There shone a holy light. Refrain 
 

2. The shepherds feared and trembled When lo, above the earth 

Rang out the angel chorus That hailed our Savior's birth. Refrain 
 

3. Down in a lonely manger The humble Christ was born; 

And God set us salvation That blessed Christmas morn. Refrain 

 

COMMON DISMISSAL 

  

CLOSING RESPONSES (Galatians 4:4-5) 

P: But when the time had fully, God sent his Son, 

C: born of a woman, born under law, 

P: to redeem those under law, 

C: that we might receive the full rights of sons. 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

 

Communion Note: 

The outer ring of each 

communion tray holds one 
cup with a very small 

amount of wine and a cup of 

white non-alcoholic wine. 



  

HYMN #380: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” Text and music: Public domain 

1. Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!" 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

 

Refrain: Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!" 

 

2 Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail the incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel! Refrain 

 

3. Hail, the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings, Ris'n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth. Refrain 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/POSTLUDE 

 



  

 

December 25, 2021 


