
  

 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 

 

Worship:  8:00 & 10:30 
 Sunday School/Bible Study 9:15 

 

          Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

December 26, 2021   

First Sunday after Christmas 
 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
HYMN #374: “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” Text and music: Public domain 
1. Gentle Mary laid her child Lowly in a manger; 

There He lay, the Undefiled, To the world a stranger. 

Such a babe in such a place, Can He be the Savior? 

Ask the saved of all the race Who have found His favor. 
 

2. Angels sang about His birth, Wise Men sought and found Him; 

Heaven's star shone brightly forth Glory all around Him. 

Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, Heard the angels singing; 

All the plains were lit that night, All the hills were ringing. 
 

3. Gentle Mary laid her child Lowly in a manger; 

He is still the Undefiled But no more a stranger. 

Son of God of humble birth, Beautiful the story; 

Praise His name in all the earth; Hail the King of glory! 
 

INVOCATION 
 

A CALL TO WORSHIP 

P: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus (+) Christ. 

C: Amen 

P: I am not ashamed of the Gospel, 

C: because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: 

P: First for the Jew,      

C: then for the Gentile. 

P: For in the Gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, 

C: a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, 

P: Just as it is written:   

C: “The righteous will live by faith.” 
 

INTROIT (read responsively) 

P: For to us a child is born, 

C: to us a son is given. 

P: And he will be called 

C: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God. 
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P: Sing to the Lord a new song, 

C: for he has done marvelous things; 

P: his right hand and his holy arm 

C: have worked salvation for him. 

P: He has remembered his love 

C: and his faithfulness to the house of Israel; 

P: all the ends of the earth have seen 

C: the salvation of our God. 

P: Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth, 

C: shout for joy before the Lord, the King 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning, 

C: is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P: For to us a child is born, 

C: to us a child is given. 

P: And he will be called 

C: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God. 
 

COLLECT  

Direct us, O Lord, in all our actions by your gracious favor, and further us with 

your continual help that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in your 

name, we may glorify your holy name and finally by your mercy receive eternal 

life; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON.……………..Exodus 13:1-3a, 11-15; Colossians 3:12-17 

GOSPEL LESSON…………………………………..……………...Luke 2:22-40 
 

HYMN #361: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” Text and music: Public domain 

1. O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight. 
 

2. For Christ is born of Mary, And gathered all above 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep Their watch of wond'ring love. 

O morning stars, together Proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the king And peace to all the earth! 
 

3. How silently, how silently The wondrous gift is giv'n! 

So God imparts to human hearts The blessings of His heav'n. 

No ear may hear His coming; But in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive Him, still The dear Christ enters in. 
 

4. O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel! 



  

SERMON: “By A Strong Hand” (Exodus 13:1-3a, 11-15) 
 

HYMN #376: “Once in Royal David’s City” Text and tune: Public domain 

1. Once in royal David's city Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby In a manger for His bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 
 

2. He came down to earth from heaven, Who is God and Lord of all, 

And His shelter was a stable, And His cradle was a stall; 

With the poor and mean and lowly Lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 

3. For He is our childhood's pattern, Day by day like us He grew; 

He was little, weak, and helpless, Tears and smiles like us He knew; 

And He feels for all our sadness, And He shares in all our gladness. 
 

4. And our eyes at last shall see Him, Through His own redeeming love; 

For that child so dear and gentle Is the Lord in heav'n above; 

And He leads His children on To the place where He is gone. 
 

5. Not in that poor, lowly stable With the oxen standing by 

Shall we see Him, but in heaven, Set at God's right hand on high. 

Then like stars His children, crowned, All in white, His praise will sound! 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED (inside back cover of LSB) 

OFFERINGS 
 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER 

P: O Lord God Most High, almighty Fortress and Protector, we praise You for Your 

providence which has brought us to this hour. 

C: In the midst of many dangers and temptations, we are still Your children 

by Your grace through faith in Jesus Christ. 

P: Trusting in Your grace and mercy and believing Your promises to hear our 

prayers, we come before You with praise and thanksgiving. 

C: We give You special thanks, O Lord, for sending Your Son into the world 

to become true man. 

P: Thank You that when He was tempted, as we are, He did not yield to sin but 

remained obedient to You for our sake. 

C: When Satan tempts us through our fleshly appetites, the riches of this 

world, and our love for honor and prestige, help us to use Your Word as our 

weapon against him. 

P: For inspiring men to write it, translate it, and print it so that it is readily available 

to us, we give You hearty thanks. 

C: We confess, O Lord, that we often live as if bread for our bodies is more 

important than food for our souls. 

P: We confess, O Lord, that we often forget to use Your Word as the source of our 

strength in fighting temptation. 

C: For these and many other transgressions, forgive us, O Lord. 

P: As we read, study, and hear Your Word, send us Your Holy Spirit to enlighten 

our minds and strengthen our faith. 



  

C: May Your Word prove to be a power of healing to the sick, a ray of hope to 

the discouraged, and a companion to the lonely. 

P: Grant peace to our nation, and help us to live according to Your will. 

C: In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

P: Lord in Your Mercy 

C: Hear our Prayer 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

BENEDICTION 
 

THE BLESSING  

P: The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 

in the knowledge and love of God, and His Son Jesus Christ, our Lord; and the 

blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son (+), and the Holy Spirit, be among 

you and remain with you always.  C: Amen. Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN #386: “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice” Text and tune: Public domain 

1. 1 Now sing we, now rejoice, Now raise to heav'n our voice; 

He from whom joy streameth Poor in a manger lies; 

Not so brightly beameth The sun in yonder skies. 

Thou my Savior art! Thou my Savior art! 

 

2. Come from on high to me; I cannot rise to thee. 

Cheer my wearied spirit, O pure and holy Child; 

Through Thy grace and merit, Blest Jesus, Lord most mild, 

Draw me unto Thee! Draw me unto Thee! 

 

3 Now through His Son doth shine The Father's grace divine. 

Death was reigning o'er us Through sin and vanity 

Till He opened for us A bright eternity. 

May we praise Him there! May we praise Him there! 

 

4. Oh, where shall joy be found? Where but on heav'nly ground? 

Where the angels singing With all His saints unite, 

Sweetest praises bringing In heav'nly joy and light, 

Oh, that we were there! Oh, that we were there! 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/ POSTLUDE 
+ + + 

 

 

MEMORY VERSE: 
Luke 1:32 ~ “He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David” 
 
 

 

 

 



  

 
 
 

1. POINSETTIA-PLEASE plan to take your donated poinsettia home. Protective 

sleeves are available in the closet in the entry. Thank you. 

 

2. THANK YOU to all the congregation members who remembered us this  

Christmas season. Your cards, gifts and kind words are all so very much  

appreciated!  ~ Pastor Nelson and Admin. Assistant Amanda 

 

3. ANNUAL REPORT DEADLINE- Deadline to submit reports for the 2021 

Annual Report is Monday, January 3rd. If you have any questions, please contact 

Amanda. 

 

4. CHOIR/BELL CHOIR: Let Your Praises Ring, and Sing!!! Let’s continue to 

put our COVID restrictions behind us and let us ring out and sing out our praises 

to our LORD!  To aid in this, your Board of Elders has hired a music director to 

get our vocal choir and bell choir back in their paces and spaces.  We will begin 

our practices in January for the bell choir and vocal choir and we need your 

talents and voices to aid in this effort.  Won’t it be great to hear both choirs 

adding to our worship services once again.  Call the church office (320-395-2573) 

to put your name on the list and wait for instructions on the start dates.  You may 

also call or speak to Jane Holasek (320-224-174), Randy Rehmann (320-583-

3306) or Gary Loontjer (952-836-6025) to register.  Let the praises begin! 

 

5. THANK YOU to the Carolers from St. Paul sharing your time and talent by 

spreading the Christmas spirit on Sunday, December 19th.  

 

6. ENVELOPES AVAILABLE- Offering envelopes for 2022 are available near 

the East Entry door. Please do not use these envelopes until January 1st, 2022. If 

you are able to, please grab the envelopes for your friends and family members. 

 

7. BIBLE STUDY- What does the daily life look like for a Christian?  How do 

we serve God as we go about our business?  Can God do his work through you?  

You are invited to come for a new Bible study on vocation.  You will learn that 

your vocation goes beyond how you make a living. It is where God has placed 

you so his work can be done.  The understanding of vocation will add depth and 

meaning to your lives.  This study will begin Thursday, January 13th at 7:00 p.m. 

 

8. THANK YOU to the congregation members that helped take down the stage. 

Your help is greatly appreciated. 

 

9. CHURCH COUNCIL- NEEDED! Church members, to run for the following 

positions for our Church Council: Board of Education and Vice Chair. No 

experience needed! Only a willingness to serve the Lord and help fulfill our 

church's mission statement to "Reach Out and Share the Love of Christ Through 

Word and Service!" Please contact the Church office or Vice Chairman Larry 

Hoof (395-2604) if you would be interested in any of the positions. 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



  

10. CHURCH COUNCIL CANDIDATES-Candidates that will be on the ballot 

at the Annual Meeting are: Elders (Vote for 2)- Brett Schmidt, Steve Schauer, 

Mike Foust, Neil Hecksel; Board of Education- Rachelle Krienke; Stewardship- 

Jane Roth; Auditor- Amy Bettcher, Carol Wolter; Trustee- Doug Birkholz, Steve 

Dietel, Jeremy Ross; Trustee (1 year term)- Todd Ruschmeyer; Vice Chairman- 

Gene Starke, Darian Litzau. 

 

11. DEBT REDUCTION-The council would like to thank you for your 

continued financial support during these challenging times. We have been able to 

make all of our current expenses each month! At one point, we were also able to 

re-pay $5,000 of the $10,000 that we borrowed from our building fund. At the 

October council meeting, it was discussed how we could proceed to pay off the 

remaining balance of the loan. At this point in time, we would encourage anyone 

who feels that they have the ability to give an additional gift toward this debt 

would to do so, but we would ask that it would not come at the expense of your 

regular giving. Again, thank you for your consistent financial support of our 

congregation. In Christ, Fred Holasek, Chairman. If you would like to donate, 

please place your gift in an envelope marked "Debt Reduction" and place it in the 

offering plate. Thank you! 

 

12. ADDRESSES-If you have had a change in address, phone number or personal 

information PLEASE make sure the Church office has the correct information for 

the directory printed in February. You can email stpaulslp@embarqmail.com or 

call the Church Office at 395-2573. Also, please remember we are continuing to 

collect email address for our email database. If you would like to add your email 

to this list, please contact the church office. 

 

13. FOOD SHELF- Thank you to all the congregation members for you 

donations to the McLeod Emergency Food Shelf. We were able to recently donate 

112 pounds of food and $28.56 in cash and change. We would like to express a 

special thank you to Larry and Joyce Burandt for their many years volunteering to 

bring the donations from St. Paul to the Food Shelf. They have retired from this 

volunteer opportunity. We appreciate your service! If you would be interested in 

being the new delivery person, please contact the church office. Deliveries can be 

done whenever the food shelf is open for donations, and on your own schedule.  

 

14. ANNUAL MEETING- Mark your calendars now and plan to attend our 

Annual Voters Meeting on Thursday, January 20th at 7:00 PM. All confirmed 

members of legal voting age are encouraged to attend.  See the January 

Lamplighter for a proposed Agenda. This meeting is where we also elect our new 

Council members for 2022. 

 

 

15. NO CONFIRMATION CLASSES on Wednesday December 29th. We will 

meet again on Wednesday, January 5th. 
 

16. NO SUNDAY SCHOOL TODAY Sunday, December 26th.  

YOUTH 
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17. MEETING- St. Paul LWML will meet on January 3, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. for 

our first monthly meeting of the New Year. Please join us for devotion, Christian 

fellowship and installation of our new officers for 2022. ALL women of our 

congregation are invited to attend and learn of our Christian global missions as we 

serve the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

Sun. Dec. 26th 9:00 a.m. WORSHIP SERVICE (ONE 

SERVICE ONLY) 

No Sunday School/Bible Study 

Mon. Dec. 27th  Church Offices Closed 

Wed. Dec. 29th  Noon 

 

Deadline for Bulletin 

 

Fri. Dec. 31st  

5:00 p.m. 

Church Offices Closed 

NEW YEARS EVE SERVICE WITH 

COMMUNION 

Sun. Jan. 2nd 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

+ A memorial for Gerald Roepke was received in the amount of $25.00 
for the Organ Fund. 

LWML 


